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• Geographical names database tool being 
developed by UNECA

• Collect /validate geographical names 
(Toponyms)

• To be used by Geographical Names 
Authorities of Member states



• Provide African countries a free tool 
thereby:

• Increase Nationally approved (correct) names

• Encourage African countries to setup or 
strengthen geographical names authorities  

• Implement an African UNGEGN Geographical     
Names DB as part of Regional SDI and/or 
databases parallel to Euro GeoNames project



• Designed around three core non-functional 
requirements (Ideas)

• To Increase usability ,extensibility  and availability

• Open source, Platform Independence, 
Architectural Interoperability



 No proprietor tools employed 
 Development: Adobe Flex AIR/ActionScript 3.0
 RDBMS: SQLite

 GPL : no payment of any sort
 Member states can extend 
Enterprise- multi user system
Web component
Social networking component



 Runs on all known platforms 
 AIR applications built with Flex use the high-

performance, cross-operating system virtual 
machine from Adobe Flash® Player  software

 Use proven, open technologies such as 
Tamarin, WebKit, and SQLite.



• Designed with input from UNGEGN experts to 
include standard dataset Make it easer to 
exchange

• Member States -> African SDI names DB ->  
Global(UNGEGN) DB. 



 The development team @eca is determined 
to provide technical support and work on 
improvements that may be asked by county 
experts.

 It Will be more encouraging to have countries 
picking it up and using it.



TO BE CONTINUED …



Multilingual ->English and French are implemented … Arabic  coming 



Adaptable to National settings 

1.Feature Types
2. Feature Statuses
3. Administrative Divisions



http://geoinfo.uneca.org/geonyms

Importing
facility

From MS. Excel



http://geoinfo.uneca.org/geonyms

• Make it easer to exchange
• Member States -> African SDI names DB ->  

Global(UNGEGN) DB.

Dataset organized in to logical groups
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Filtering & Exporting facility

Implemented now
1.xls
2. Csv

Planned:
3. Shape files
4. XML



Visit 
http://geoinfo.uneca.org/geonyms
The website is broken now but will 

continue in the coming weeks
Contact : Yoseph Mekasha

mekasha@uneca.org
Yoseph.mekasha/facebook.com

@yoseph_mekasha
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