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News p a 1) ers 

Radio and television 

Several toponyniists, notably in Manitoba, have beeii interviewecl c)ii radio or telcvisioii - 
~ i ~ ~ i d i y  about a particulai geograpliical iiainc o r  iiii aspect o f  gcogrupliical naines. The 
Alberta aiid Northwest Territories toponyiiiists ha\ e abeen on wccklj radio prograiiiiiîes 
for wliich they have researched specifïc nanies '1 lie Chair 01' the Aciviwry C'oiiiniittee on 
ropony niy Research was iiiterviewed on a radio prograiiiiiie over the coiirsc 01' c;evcral 
iiionths about French naines in the province of Ontario. ralks have ais0 been giveii to 
historical societics, niuseunis, aiid other groiips. 

Trade shows and similar events 

One should also consider trade shows and siniilar events promoting cartographic products 
as being public media. The CTQ participates in about tive such events duriiig thc year, 
speaking to clients and proinoting the services it offers. Each year, the Departnient of 
Natural Resources hosts a Science Fair. Menibers of the Geograpliical Nanies Section 
have demonstrated the Canadiaii Geographical Nanies Data Base and distributed 
publications and puzzles at this event. 
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Book iaunches 

Publicity is also used when launcliing iiew publications such as Quebec's Lcr Frunce er le 
Québec. Des noms de lieux en purtage and Manitoba's Geographical Numes of 
Manit o bu. 

The Internet 

Ms. Gisèle Jacob, Chair of the Geographical Names Board of Canada was the featured 
guest i n  December 2001 on "Caiiadian Studies in Persoii", a series of interviews 
conducted by webcast. The iiiterviewer was Dr. André Lapierre, Chair of the Advisory 
Conimittee on Toponymy Research. More information about the programme and 
archived shows may be fouiid by goiiig to <http://www.caiiada.uottawa.ca/csip.litni>. 
This site also has links to previous interviews in the show archives. 

Also on the Internet, not only the GNBC but also various provincial and territorial 
nieiiibers have topoiiyinic web sites. Addresses are giveiî in the paper on toponyiiiic web 
sites under agenda item13. Many queries are received from inembers of the public aiid 
media iiiterested in geographical names through this medium. 

Road signs, cairns, plaques, certificates, and film 

Manitoba's Proviiicial Toponymist is a meniber of the Highway Names Advisory 
Cornmittee and the Manitoba Heritage Council Inscriptions Cornmittee. Such 
membership promotes the use of the correct curent,  aiid in some cases historical, 
geographical names on road and highway signs and commemorative plaques. Similar 
sorts of names publicity is done by other menibers of the GNBC. 

Special cairns were unveiled at a ceinetery in Winnipeg, Manitoba, and Conimemorative 
Name Certificates were given to the families of servicemen Who had died duriiig the 
Korean War. The CTQ receives commemorative naine proposals from family 
associations and other groups. Such commemorations are usually annouiiced at faniil y 
rerinions and other types of gatherings. Other provinces, such as Ontario and 
Saskatchewan also receive requests for certificates commenioratiiig tlieir deceased faniily 
members from WWII. 

A documentary film about Saskatchewan's casualties from WWII, but particularly in the 
northern part of the province, was iii the works. The efforts of a Saskatchewan pilot to 
locate and place plaques at the site of each geographical feature named for these 
casualties were to have been included. Uiifortunately, the film's completion is now in 
doubt as the director passed away unexpectedly. 

Displays 

The Commemorative Name Certificate Display was set up at the British Conimonwealth 
Air Training Plan Museuin, in Brandon, Manitoba, iii 1999. The display was arraiiged to 
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commeniorate the 25"' anniversary of the naming of Commonwealth Lake and its four 
main islands - Beaver, Kangaroo, Lion, and Kiwi - after the British Commonwealth Air 
Training Plan and tlie participating trainees from Canada, Australia, the United Kingdoin, 
and New Zealand. A short article on the ceiebration and display appears in Canomlu, Vol. 
26, No. 1 .  The media are usually invited to the display unveiling. 

Telephone, e-mail, and in-person 

For ail of the GNBC's menibers, telephone and e-mail inquiries continue to be the most- 
iised daily forms of communication with the public information media. Occasionally, a 
really interested media person will visit a geographicai nanies ofiïce in person to conduct 
geographicai names research on their own. 
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