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NATIONAL GAZETTEERS AND GAZETTEEK SUBSTITUTES 

This paper cliscusses what is happening with respect to paper copy gazetteers and tlieir 
likely discontinuation. Substitutes in various forniats for thcse gazetteers are identifiecl. 
’The iiext stage in the dissemination of geographical naiiies iiiihrniation in C‘anada is 
identified. 

Pûper C O ~ Y  gazetteers 

The Gcrze[lccr of Uneler.sea Fediire N m c s  was publislied in i 987 as  was the I\>kpci~oirc~ 
hponymiqiio elii Qiiihcc. The C’omise Gmetleer of C’Linm‘ci \vas piiblisheci in 1997. The 
Rdpe rt O ire io~ponyi~ I iq zie cï‘ci QI  i ihe  c S i p p l k i ~  i en i ci I I M  i ilut i f was p LI b 1 i shed in 1 99 7 al so . 
’This was followecl by the Gcrzctteer* O/ C’cinLidu LSi(L~kciiche-tiun in i 098 aiid the Gcizetteer 
of Cnnadcr it.lcrniiohei in 1999. ‘Tliese Iast two volumes froiii tlic Gcrzeiteer of C ’ I I M L I L ~  
Serics were publislied jointly by the federal, Sasl<atchewan, aiid Manitoba governiiieiits 
because of the expeiises involved in procfucing paper copy gazetteers. 

Wliile members of the GNBC whose g ttcer volumes are out of print or nearly so have 
iiidicated an iiitcrest iii publisliing inore up-to-date volunies, tliey have not bcen able to 
collaborate, for various rciisons, in producing ncw volumes. Beczi~ise of this, it appears 
tliat the production of paper copy gazetteers in Caiiacia will cease in favour of more 
modern technology, such as tlie Internet. 

Tliere are liniiieci iiunibers of p a p a  copies of the existiiig gazetteer volunies still 
available. The Gazctteer of ~Jndei~scci Fecitzire iVmies, the iikjxr.toise toponyiniqiie clii 
Qi i d h  e c‘, the C ’on c i 5 c t f crzc it e L‘Y of ‘ c ~ n u d c i ,  Ii ipei*to ire t 0170 nyti I i q ci L‘ L  LI Q i  1kl3 cc 
,SzqJpIkine n t ciin I cilnt if, the Gccc i tc L‘ r of Cu ncick, LScw. kcr t c hc 1 v m  . an cf t 11 c Chze [t  c ci” of 
C ~ i i ~ i ~ l ~  i\/fmitohei are still available in  paper copy. Information on how to obtain theçe 
publications niay be fouiicl at ~littp://geonaines.nrcaiî.gc.ca/eiiglisli/p~iblicatioiis.litiiil> in 
the section titlcd “2. For salc”. 

The federal Departiiieiit of P~ublic Works ancl Governnicnt Services Caiiacla gave Map 
Town Ltd., a conipany in Calgary, Alberta, the authority to proclucc photocopies of out- 
of-priiit gazetteers. So, one could get n copy of the 1094 Gcizettecr of C’anndcr iVlctnitobrr 
froin theni but not the 1999 volume. Uiifortunately, one lias to cal1 tlieni, at tlie moment, 
to ask about gettiiig sucli reprints as no information appcars about tliis on their web site. 



Gazetteers in other formats 

What can you get if no Imper copy gazetteer exists? As it liappens, a iiriiiibcr of things. 
You caii get iiiicroficlie copies of certain gazetteers aiid you caii get digital copies of 
some. But availability varies liroiii jurisdictioii to jurisdiction. 

Ra ic ro fie h e vers ions 
Microfiche versions of the C'oncise G'aetteer of C Nnrrrkr aiid several voluiiies of' the 
Guzetteer of C'anuclu Series (Maiiitoba - 1994, Newfouiidlaiid - 1983, Nortliwest 
Territories - 198 1, Nova Scotia - 1993, Prince Edward islaiid - 1990, uid Saskatchewan 
- 1985) are still availablc. Details on how to obtain tliese iiiicroîiclie are at 
~littp://geonames.iircaii.gc.ca/eiiglisl~piiblications.hliîiiil~ in tlîc section titled "'2. For 
sale". 

Digital Gazetteers 
Q Ckzetfecv. of Canaclrr: Novu Scotici -- digital version of data i n  the 1903 cdition oftlie 

Gcizetteer of'C'anm"' Nova Scoticr (iiicludes iiames, geograpliic couiity, NTS iiiap 
sheets, latitude and longitude): $50 

Q Grrzetieer of C'crnrrdrr. iZ 'e~)  Brunsivick -- digital vcrsion of data in the 1994 edition of 
the Gazetteer of Caiiada: New Brunswick (includes iiai~ies, gcographic couiity and 
parish, NTS map sheets, latitude aiid longitude) $50 

0 Concise Grrzetieer of ('anado -- digital versioii of data in  the 1997 eclitioii of'tlic 
Co n c isc (?me tte er 4 of CLII~CILI'LI ( i iic 1 ude s fe a t tire II aiii e , cross -r e fe r e ii c e , e i i  t i t y, 1 oc at i o i 1 

1,  location 2, inaplchart. latitude aiid longitude): $90.00 (plus tax) 

gazette et^ of C'rrnadu, ,Vrr,skrrtclietiJcrii-- digital version of data iii t l î i b  1 998 editioii of 
the Gazetteer of Canada: Saskatchewan (includes milies, NTS inap sheets, latitiide 
and longitude iii degrees and minutes) $50 

Iiiformation on gazetteer volumes iii digital fcmiiat and an order forrii caii be fouiicl at 
clittp :i/geoiiaiiies. iircaii. gc. caiengli slt idatajri  ces. litiiib. 

Other means of getting information 

Internet 
The Canadiaii Geographical Naiiies Data Base (CGNDB) citn be clLieriecl 011 the iiiteriict. 
The query page is at ~littp://~eonaiiies.nrcaii.~c.ca/ciiglisli/cgiiclb.i?ti?il>. t h e  yoii caii 
query by iiame. Or, if you wisli, you caii query the ciatabase by geograpliical coordiiiatcç 
at <II t tp : //geon ames. nrc an. g c . c a/eiig 1 i sldcgild b-co c ~ d .  lit n i b  . Ho w cver , if y o 11 do no t 
input the coordiiiates as they have beeii eiitered iii the workiiig version of the database, 
you iiiight iiot get the iiiformation you are searching for. 
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Digital files 
Certaiii staiidard products are created from the CCINDB, incluciiiig tlic digital gazettecrs 
meiitioiied above. The standard file prices have decreased soiiiewhat since the 2 1 ’t 
UNGEGN meeting iii 2000. Discussions ctrc oiigoiiig coiiceriiitig the question of whetlier 
such iiiformatioii shoiild be distributed frcely or for a fee. 

0 Current names with available attrlhiites 
0 

0 

Populatcd places aiid adiiiiiiistrative areas - $1 00.00 
A11 places aiid featiires - $660.00 
lIydrographic features oiily - $420.00 

O 

0 Regional files of al1 places and featiires 
Atlaiitic Regioii - $1  30.00 
Ontario aiid Qucbcc - $350.00 
Prairies, B.C., Yukon, N.W. r. aiid Nuiiavut - $190.00 

0 

e 

0 

And in the future? 

The Canadian Geograpliical Naines Service (CGNS) is beiiig developed to provide the 
topoiiyiiiic fiaiiiework Iayer of the Canadiail Geospatial Data fiifrastructure (CGDI), a 
iiatioiial iiiitiative to make Canada’s geographical information accessible by iiieaiis of the 

<Iittp ://www. geo co niiect ions. org/pgriiovcrv i ew Indes. c ~ i i i ~ ? l a r i ~ = c i i ~ ~ ~ g i ~ i  - i d=2>. ?’lie 
staiidards establislied by Cimada’s iiational geospatial iiiformatioii base for Canada - 
GeoBase - will be used in  the CGNS’s developiiieiit. A paper on the developmeiit o f  the 
CGNS is beiiig presented Liiidcr ageiida item 12 (c). 

Interiiet. For more iiiforinatioii 0 13 this subject, Xe  
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