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On the mest acceplable form and contents
| |

of the| gazetteces published under the

i ] .

"auspices of the United Nations
-j

1. At the 4th session of the UN Group of Experts,
held in London on June 1, 1972, Dr. M.F,Burrill, the dele-
gate from the p.SGAJ,Chairman of our Group on behalf of
his Goverﬁﬁengemeﬁe@a ﬁoﬁion"te‘hand overeto the UN the
series _of gazettcors, prepared by the U.S. Board on Geo=-
grephic Names and coutezining standard x) geographical na-
nes of a great many o*'the:wbrld's ceuntries, in order
that these gazetteers would. be. republluhed‘under the aus-
pices of the UN and%obtaln, by thls way, the status of of-
.:fib’&l 1ﬂternatlonml referercenbooks. This motion was ac-
cepted by the part301pants with great 1nterest ‘and the ques~
. tion has pow been 1ncludeg in the agenda of the present |
fifth seesion.

—

2. It is Lidely Known that the U. S.'is greatly experi-
:enned in preduclng gazetteers for foreign countrles. As
Mr. Burrlll told the last se351on, the U.S. gazetteers co~‘
vered all the world's countries, except the terrltory of
her own, and they include in the whole over 4 million names.
It would be unreasonable to refuse of such. a generous propo~

‘sal, of the rlch exPerlence of our Amerlcan colleagues. But

x) Standard names approved by the U.S. Board on Geographic

Names for official use by all the governmental servi-

ces of the UsB.Ae
i /‘..
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et the same fHime it chould be worth concidering all the ag-

pects: legal, sclentific apnd technical, and economical.

3. The‘verﬁvide& of prcaucing gazetteers, which
would carry oﬂ thet % title page the top words "Unlued Koo
tions™ and further % recommended for international use", is
excellente The bublication40f such gazetteers would be a
deserved qcconnllqhmﬂnu of tnc first step in the standaT61~

ation of geographical~names? Hext stzges would only be &
systematic renew%l d supplemsntation of the gazetteers in
use. But the hlgh oltle of the United Hations binds every
such a documont to be indeed of the luternatlonal signifi-~ -
‘cance and—agree with national interests of any country. The
'refore, the first term for publishing underthe suspices of -
thc UN any gazetteers on the basis of elther the US gazet-
teers or sny other éountry would be the consent of the coun-
try which a gazetteer is plenned fore

4. Further we consider that it would be important

to lay as the basis of the UN.gazetteers a roranization syse-
:tem, in the case of a non--Roman wrltlng counﬁry, that Wlll
be adopted f04 tﬁe ternatlonal use. Besxdes a romanlzed
form of a name it 1‘ extremely import ant to retain a natlof
nal form written in?characters of the 1anguage'infquéstion.,
The further important term consists in the propdrtiOnaténess
of gazetteers for different countries.It would not be reason—l
able to issue ? bul‘ gazetteers (covering a,great number'

of small featu%es) or some tountry of a small territory

ey
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end at the same time to publish a thin gozettescr for a

large counbry. Particular guestions arise in connexion

- with gazettecrs for the - territories and sea regions beyond -

2

a-sf¢tle SOVOPngﬂZ

5« The U.Se| gazetteers which are planned to be the
. . L . ’ . .
basis of the UN gazettecrs are an,outqtandwng phenomenon in
. : ‘ :

tha wcrid’s prac%ice of nationzl standwrdl ation of geogra-

 pb1cul names. Their completencss and auallty from the Stdﬂdv
‘point of the r JuthLal interests of the U.S.A. is v1thout
‘any doubt, However, we con51der that they do not satisfy
the ebove mentioned terms in all the senses. To be & possibe
‘le basis for fﬁe UN ﬂ&zetteera they can be dev1dec into

three main. gLoups.

Sa. The.first group should include gaZetteers of thé
countries with the R@manwwriting. As it is known they retain
the original form of a name in a Roman writing accepted in
 the language of a given country, e.g. France, Italy, Latln
American countrles,_ tce The utlllzatlon of the U.S. gazebw
teers covering the céuntrles in question prov1ded of cour—
se, they agree to 1t‘and the volumes of the gazetteers are
proportioned to these countrles could not raise an obaec-
tion and could be re‘llzed in the near future.

|
5be It is prdposed to include in the second group

the gazetteers coverlng the territories and sea reg104s

beyond a single soverelgnty —’that is, the Antarctic and

/QO.
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undefsea-fe&tuﬁes~o* the open sea. This problex is more
;|

complicated. As fas as such gazelteers inelude pames given

P

by different ceunﬁriea at different times it is necessary
to agree upon pérticular nanes end gazetbeers as a ﬁhele

between all the countries coﬁsaraad@ So the probtlem of ire-
ternational standerdization of geographical names of thé'

features that do not b

elong and cannot belong to any single
! | \ .
state according bto the existing inbternationmal treaties -and

agrcements will be solved; The procedure of agreement upcﬁ'
such gezetbeers will not be so simple and probably take a
.lct of time butb the ground for such a work exists_and it
can and should be carried out,

|

5¢. The third group of gazetteers covers countries

applying verious non~Roman scripts / Cyrillic, hiéroglyphic,
Arabic, Aﬁharic,ATai,-Devanagari; etca/a.The‘U.S. géietteers
-give ih the cases of these scripts onyyoﬁe‘roﬁanized form-
accerding to t?e‘BGN standard, | |

| Thig étandard, as it is known, is far from being
‘accepted by'aillthé countries. Tn our understanding the U.He-
gazetteers should 'first of all give the names in a romaniza-
tion system-officially accepted by the country concerned.
'-Besides,'it-is most desirable that the roﬁaniZed name fofm
be accompaniedi With the form in nationél script Which'is
extremely important in'manyrcésés df practical utilization

of the gazette?rs.

Therefore the gazetteers of the third group in



thelr present tﬂia and contents caﬂ;hardly SEIVE 88 a pree
totype for the UN pazetbesrs, Much work will be required
to restore and reproduce the pational Lforms: of nsmes. 4
pogsible somple of zuch a gaz:ttev“ro" Lforr snd conbenis
is offercd to the'ﬁeﬁbers ofl the UN Group of Experis on
geographical n&masm The Ueﬁﬁ'g&zctteer Ne.53 "Egypt" served
as a basis for this pattern which differs from the f@fﬁ@re
The BGX roménﬁ ation in the first colunn is replaced by
the 1972 Arab Countries Romas 1izatlon; a column for natio-
nal script is zdded, 1h° rest of information is borrowed
from thgzgazettée PMobab other proposals can be_made in
this cesc but what is without doubt that the preparation of
"gazetteers of this gﬂéup will require ccnsiderable and long
work in which thercountries concerned will - have to toke =
direct part.

In the conulus1on we note once again Chat the pro-
pcsal of preparétlon‘of gazetteers under the auspices of
the Unlted Nations dgserves the most serious attention and
backing while taking into account fhe remarkS'an& wishes sta-

téd'abovee "
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