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,?'A brief account of act1v1t1es which have taken place sxnce thu

g_Second Conference and fourth se551on held 1n London 1s ng@n below.

}fFor sald pulpose, th1< report hus been d1v1ded intO' (a) nutlonal

:and (b) reg1ona1.wff‘fi"fﬁ

a. NA‘T‘IQNAL:.

:.nhar:uu:.'u::::‘:: T

Natlonal Names Authorlty

_ The Joint Comni551on on Geographical Nanes was establzshen

wfin 1959 by Ingeniero Alfredo 0b1ols Gémez, at that tlnc Directo*

'Tﬁéf{ceneral of the Instituto Geogréflco Nac1onal (Nat1onal Gcographlc(
d’;; Inst1tute), who lald the basis for ‘the standardlzatlon of geograpl
ﬁexlcal names in Guatemala on July 22, 1960, In accordance with thc

 ¥Tf?reso1ution adopted by ‘the 1Q67 Geneva Confercnce, on 2 March 1068

'}oehthe Joint Comm1551on was changed 1nto the Autoridad Nacional de
e Nombres Geogréficos de Guatemala (Nat1onal GeOgraphical Names

r

f;Author1ty of uuatemala)



e‘Gcograph1ca1 Instltute.,,

off1c1a1 national publlcatlons. ,ﬂ:”,;'""f,

It is felt, .in all fairness, at in this report publlc rec

‘~'nitJen should be given to the plereer work carrled out by Ingen:

edro Alfredo Oblo Gomez in Guaterala, who lald dOWn the basxc

procedu;es of stcndardlzutxen ahlcu were later supplemented by

' the ”eaolutlons and recommendat1on< adcpted up to date Ly the
‘ Unlted hatlons. Tn1s ha° ndde 1t'peseib1e that Guatemula should
xoccupy the plade 1t now holds, qs vell as- Lhut withln the contin

';tal seope other countrles have adopted the standardlzetlon ;

T

'proceduree of Guatemal“..

fNationa] standardlzation.-

The nationel standdrdxeetioa is the respon51billty of the~

z

‘-.National Geographlcal Names Authozltv, as. outllned in preceee1ng

paragraph 1. i

-

In accordance Wlth ‘the Pre51dent1a1 Resolution deted 20 May

1959, no. geographlc name. of Guatemala is con51dered official un1e<

"?“so declared by the Natlonal Names Authority, whose cha*rmanshlp b)

‘ reason of office is held by the Dlrector General of the Natlonal

)
'v'., I4

,5 .~. :

A11 pertainlng\to thls matter. can be seen in document

_ E/CONF 61/L 17 "Natlonal Standardizatlon" of. the. Secend United

Nations Conference held in London in May 1972 ‘This 1s_ the reason

- why its relevant items, are not repeated hereln.,The reglstered

ot

standardlzed geographical nanes appear 1n the naps and other

N
]



For the VIIItH. Genvrd] Pophl tion and Fou51ng Censu$,all
collaboratlon has becn offercd to the Dlrccc16n GeneraI de Esta

dfstica ( General DlTLCtOT ite- of SL&LlSTle)‘ The Census Wlll be

:r, held from 26 Maich to 7 Aprll 1973 hentzon snould be nade herc:

L  Conference.

:vthat thn Natlonal (ensus Burcau on. g January 1071 sent a ]ettcr
- to. the 1r1tcr, to th» effnct that aCLlnltPlj all geographical da
 Wh1Ch is to be pul115hed as a resu}t of said Ccnsusa will corres
 pond exactly to 1nformat1on glven by the Na11ona1 GeOgraphsaal

~Inst1tute through 1ts Nameu Authority.

kfGeOpréphitai'Dicticnéiy:bf Cuétemaib.

All detaxls related to thlS mattcr appear Ln para5ranh 4 o?

.:dccunent E/COWF 61/L.72 pxesented 1n N y‘197° at the London

-

The hatlonal Ceograpﬁlcal Instltute has relterated that 1t

,;wlll glve all its support in order that the final manUerlpt forf

yil_thc second edltion of the "Geographlc 1 chtzonary of Guatemala"

: should be completcd w1th1n this . year‘ The new ed1t10n ulth accor

panying maﬂs, w111 COnsist of 51x prlrted volunes, each one

approximately of the same size as VQlume one of . the chtlonary

~'published 1n 1060 Up to th1° date, more- than 150 000 guatemalan

geographlcal names have been studicd and standardlzed as well as

-

add1tiona1 1nformat10n drawn from. the w1de f1e1d of Human Geograph

Sa o

"Sone entrles run from one to flfty 51ng1e spaced typed shects each
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ethnlcal languages.

As enC1clopaed1c reference, the Geog:aphical chtlonary

,w111 contazn not only references to old and/or tradltzonal “oT

'hlstorlcally geOgraphlcal names by meana of crcss rcfcrences, but

also the llteral c1tatioqs of decunents found in the natlonu1~'

and pr;vate‘archlveSt as.we11.as.verbatlm'c1tations of the¥ e

'pertalnlng excerpta ef historlans, chroniclers and of the.e

41ndian chronlcles, as many of the toponyms can’ bc traced back

to tme Infian perlod -.before the Spanzards coming to- the counr;v“‘

~in 1524 = up to(the present tlme.

Minority'languapes' T A _";i"-’ B e e

It is @ known fact that there exist 1n Guatemala aboutmw .

: twenty maln mlnorlty languages, wh1ch have ‘as’ their common orxgin

Mayan languages. That is to say, that they can be deflned as

‘those languayes Vhlch are st111 used by any numher of peoplc,

and whlch are dlfferent fron those knoun as: national and/or

BN

. N
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Said 1anguapes belng unwrztten present certaln problems in

~.the preparation of geographlcal mater1a1, as"it is frequently

-diff1cu1t to know how to write the names w1thin the areas wh1ch

ﬂey represent or, in other words, which is the ortography to_

be used.



The problem is further complicated due to divers:practical

.'and'cultural.considcraéiohs;'Certoin‘coﬁventioﬁél”éigﬁS'caﬁ be‘

difficult to rcproducc. ﬁlqo, nlnorxty groups are sometimes very
Jealous of its iéentxty, TBSIStlng any attempt in aé)USting a mor
'runiversal notatlon of the geographzoa; names within thelr,orea“
:Lastly, the ULllltY of publ*shed rptérial'fof‘fhﬁ linguistic
majorlty, as well s for for01gnors, should be taken into co*&idofv

~ation, - SR S

At the beginnlng, 1t should bc advantaohousoto acknowledge
the three main methods Eor transcrlptlon of thb sound% of spcooh ‘

‘used by llngulsts.

Firstly, Lhe purely phonetlc LT&DSC”]thOn, 1n whlch a¢1

sounds, as many as posolble, are annotated. They “would 1nc1ude

~sounds llke relﬂtlve‘tonc, relatlve accent re»pirat;on, clotuxo;

i S e

JEPREFETI e T RN~

and so forth.

The second method is known as phononlc transcrlptlon or

40ne in which ‘the sounds of Speech called allophones (as well as

allotones and character1st1cs of accent) whlch are not shown

graphlcally, but are comblned in global‘unitles known as phonémes.
o | | . L o |
This would appear at‘fiTSt glance to be considerably superior to

- the phonetic transcrlptlcn and, in fact it ]S in many aSpects.

Sooa

‘Two or more sounds which functloq as one are combined into one

single~symbdl; the 1ncontrastab1y ch?ractcrlstic.features~0f’
tone and aocent are omitted and separ%tion;of,the wofds is observed

[



The third mcthod has a groatcr pragmatlc value, as it is:

¥

used for publiéationiof litetature<in a.given language, This is

desipgnated as gractioal ortography. In the development of the

system, certain factors.ag}symbols'used in the naticnzl language,
publication facility; teaching facility;fand so forth, are taken
into consideration. f" | |

P

It is ev1dent that a solutlon is near at hand. Fowcver, one
or two prob lens rcnaln to be solved Flrstly it may be difficult,
1np0551ble or very expen51ve “to obtaln linotype fonts or settlngs
for qpec1a1 and/or modlfied symbols. It has also to be borne in

o™

mind that, even if a pract1ca1 oroography of & m1n0r1ty languug07

can adJust 1tse1f up to a certaln 11m1t to tho alphabot pertalnlng
to the natlonal‘language 1t 1s compulsory that all the phonemes
of the mlnority language should be repreeented in order to

show 1ts phonemlc contrasts. The result of thls are characters

P RN S

which have no 51gn1f1cancy for those hho speak the natlonal la

gusge. - AT T

Therefore,‘even 1f the practlcal ortogrdphles ‘1lend themsolves

¢

'1n an excellent manner for publicatlon of llterature in m1nor1ty
’languages, 1t is obv1ous that, taklng into consideratlon that
persons who talk other languages will be using geograph1ca1

mater1a1 to be publlshed, it is deened necessary to make oﬁe\

additlonal adJustment. '.‘ I

‘} 1 ' . ot
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This final step will produce what could be termed‘as a

standardized alphabet,‘orrone'whiph is limited in &1l its forms

~to the nationalkoffidial'1anguage,

The opinion is sustained to the effect that usage of such

standardized alphabets is the proper method'fef publishing

geographic meteriel vheré minority languages still prevail,

Among other reaspne, following can be adduced:

1.

= those u51ng the nat10na1 offlcaal language.

.‘(

"'There is no need for spec1el 11notype fonts, nor typewrlters

with special signs or symbols.!“

T

' Eﬁenﬁifﬁthe geographical names will not appear exactiy as
,Lhe netlves pronounce them, nevertheless they wxll understand

: the reference to place names w1th1n thelr reylon.

RN

Thus, the geographlcal documents W111 be more useful fbr

In,meny instances,‘fellpwing_SQCh'a pfacticefwould_enly

PO

legalize'é de- facto one and~'therefofe,'neuid-notﬁfebnesent

’any change. Rather, it would be in accordance w1th Resolutlon

16 of the First Geneva Un1ted Natlons Conference held in
September 1967, Wthh refcrs to the annotation of geographlcal

names in unwrltten languages.



On the other ‘hand ceraaln adverse effccfs are to be’
2

expécted for u51np standardized- ﬂlphabets. Polluw1ng can be anti--

cipated: . =

(i)”_When contrast:ng cnaracterzst1r% of mxnozlty *anguuge;'
’ disappﬂar’.amu1gu1ﬂcs could be expectcd 1h1¢ is a natural
result of standardlzatlon but- despite its apparent difficul-
"tt1eu, the. amb1guitms tcnd to dlmlnlsh ‘when the elenentc are |

e

found in conteAt., e T ,;“

(ii) The standardlzed alphabet would not conferm to the practlcal
ortography used in thc llterature of the mlnorlty languages,'
and 2 certazn anount of negatlve react1ons fron 1ta users

'can be expected

R
DREY

These reactlons can be reduced ‘after explalnlng to those

' u51ng m1nor1ty languages that it 1efersénon1y to. thc gecgraphi-

‘  ca1 names and not to the languape in. itself, and that 1t

~

 represents a required measure in view of the.lnternatlonal

S T

.
R
’

(iii) Certain ndnqlinguiStic adjustment should always be carried
. | i A PR A
out, b

RN
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(iv) The geograph1cal names with standardized alphabets app€aring

on maps, dlctlonarles and so forth due to’ thelr own nature

LY

will not carry 1nformat10n as to how they should appear in

I3

\



lde]

'phonemic'or,ptacticaliortograpﬁies.:The standardization -

: procedurc is irrcvorsible. This would put certain obqéaclos
in the road of a scientist interested in geographlcal names
for llngulé&cor ei1nolog1cal purposos.v
Howevér,‘é paftiél'solﬁtioﬁ'id this prolﬂem-may be'the |

.publlcatlon ot‘explaﬂatory matcrial as has becn done already
in Guatemala, which is considered to be an usefulvtool‘ln

‘the hands of the SC1ent15t'vho may work in areqs’where’
mlnority languages are Spokcn. It will not only serve hlm

for wrltlng the 1anguage (be it with practical ortography.

or standardized dlphabet), but it will prov1de h1m with 2

-

valuable kcy for the ‘correct pronounc1at10n of its phonemes.j
On basis of the above-mentloned facts, the’ wrlter is worklng
actlvely with the Instituto.Indigenlsta Nac10n31 (Natlonal Instltute
- for Indlan Aifairs) and the Instltuto Llnguistico de Verano (Lln-
guistlc Summer Instztute) in the preparatxon of alphabets which
will contain the phonenlc, phonetlc and standardized ones. Due
to its own nature the work is very ardnous, but with -all our good

'will satlsfactory progress is belng ach1eved hav1ng in mind. above\

_everythlng elsc, that the standardlzed or off1c1al alphabet W111

-

-~

be incorporated to geopraphical documents to be publlshed.;,



10

For 1n€tance, among the cncountered difflcultleq is the use
of the apostronhe or glottal stop ( ) in the Mayan languages,
_No full agreon*nt has been reached yet on this, but as matters
are at the pzcsent tlme, it can be ant1c1patcd here that the glott:

stop (') wlll be’ used instead of the number "7¢ or a queetlou"

l

. mark hlthout 115 little dot at the bottom as sowe 11ngu15ts use

. < ~

it, due ‘to alrcady mentloned reasons. There is also the use of
double vowels "s well as the dlfferentlatlon in the Spanish
‘languaye of sounds by means of the letters ?c" and/or "k"' to

mentlon only some of the*problens which are being encountezcd

but hoplng that on a natlonal level- they w111 soon be solved.

v

(b) REGIONAL. .. e

unnuc'a:z::z:::a::‘_ P PR - . . o R -
Besxdes what the Chairman~of our Grgupﬂof Experts, doctor -

' Méredlth F. Burrlll may report, the wrlter wogld llke to mentaOn | a

. . ; ‘ . : Jr‘-’ kel

. . 3
/mq Y .

brlefly followzng items. ' '»f ‘," e
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1. El Salvador: DT e z:;f et '1;,,,.'»*-

R

-

In accordance with the latest informatlon on hand the Ins-
tltuto Geogréflco Nac1ona1 (Nat10na1 Geographlcal Instltuto) is
preparlng the prlntlng of volumes 1I and III of its Geographlcal

‘Dictionary of El Salvador.yVolune I-was dellvered to the Secretarlat

'.\r .

'"at/London 1n May 1872 on occas1on of the Second Unlted Nations Con-

-7,, -

ference. The geographlc names w111 be the offic1a1 ones, as

‘resolved by its Natlonal Gcograph1ca1 Names Authorlty.

:,f”/ R _+ _A y
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Costa Rica'v7

lhe flrs*ly publlshed volumc coverlnp the coastal and

1slands geographical names was delivered in London.

Ihe wr3ter has now the hon , upon reouest of the Direcctor

‘~Gcneru1 of the Instituto Geogrdllco Nac10nal of Coqta Rica,~

¢ - L N

Ingenlero Ma,lo Barrantcs Ferrero, to dellver to the Secretarlat -

*

the second volume whlch deals with orographic features. Work is

‘now in progrecs for publlcation of the volumos pertalning to the

hydronomy and populatod places. The work is well advanced non-‘
w1th°tand1ng 1ts complcxnese, espec1a11y of thc last mentloncd
volure. This, due to the fact that the terrltorial d1v1sion of
Costa Rlca is very dynamlc and that it is de51red that each ofu

the more than nine thousand toponyms should carry, bcsides its

geogrdphlcal 1nformat10n also its politlcal and admlnistratzv

13

locatlon at distrlct leve1~“A11 thl&, withzn*the scope of thé ">

oy
.
s re

’forthcomlng Geographical chtlonary of Casta Rica. (RS )

) ’ = . . “:. ! .’ . ;: I " '. JI’_’V '
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Third RegionaI“Central Amerlcan Heetlng on the Standardlzatlon

]
-

L

of Geographical'Names: . < BRI

«
-

It is understood that the matter related to the thlrd

regional: Central Amerlcan meetlng on the standardlzatlon of geOgra-

: phxcal names, upon request of Guat emala w111 be taken up in

Panama in April 1973 on occasion of tﬁe Xth. General Assembly of

V

the Pan Amerlcan Instltute of Geography and Ilstqry and its.related

hd ”
. JoR
L 4 -

meetings of consultation. - - - Ve T



5.

6.

:Bra5111a.
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First South American Regional Mecting on the Standardization
of Geographical Names: .

In accordance with 1nfornat10n furnldhcd to thc hrltcr

by the Embaqsy of the Feueratlve Republlc of Bra21} in Guxtewala

~on 13 February 1973, -the propooed first South Amerlcan reglona]

.

meeting on the standardxzat1on of ‘geographical ngnes 15 now being

scheduled to be held at. the Itamargty Palace of the hlnlstry of

vForeign Affairs in Brasilia, from Nonday 17 to Saturday 22 Septem-
'ber 1973,

. N 3 . B - _‘"_' . - * X ;- ‘ ‘X
First Latin Arerican Meetlng on the Standér&izatidn of _ _
Geographlcal Names: . ‘ T « T L A T

- .
-

I e

lhc wrlter expects that the flrst neetlng of the Divisicn
for Latin Anerica on the standardlzation of geograph1ca1 names

w111 be decided upon durlng the flrst South Amerlcan.meetlng 1n

L4 .'_; ‘-.-’ll.-‘.'_, ')'
. . . k ’ ..

. . . . - R
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'..v. —c/,‘,’

In accordance with his letter to the wrlter of 12 Decembér

P :
.‘:..

'1972, copy of which is belng dellvered to the Secrétar1at ‘the
President of the ConseJo Superlor Geogréflco (High Geographical

"Counc11) at Madrld not1f1ed that as per 1nstruct10ns rece1ved fron

the Pre51dency of Government, 1t will partlcipate in the act1v1t1es

of the Latin American DlViSJOn. SIS A | L

“
v
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Latin American Divisicn. = o R

13

Upon request, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs ef'Cuatemala
instructed its diplometic rcnregentatlves in oraﬁr that the
rodpcctxve geogra phlcal authcrltlec be 1nformed ucco*dlnrly

through their dancelleries.’

Suriname: , ,
LEILL LA I S

)

The’ writer 19 .expecting a communlcatlon fron hr. J'B Ch,
Wekker, D1rector, Central Bureau for Aerlal Mapplhg at Paramarlho

to,thc‘effect that, as mentloned by him personally 1n London in

~May 1972, Suriname wants-* to.participate in the activities of the

T . ' .

Mexico:  1 B P S e

B S tmemtrtnt i

Upon his return from the Second Conference héld in London

-1
-

the uriter had a talk 1n Mexico Clty thh Ingenlcro Hugo Rodriguez

bspcrza of the D1recc1on _General de Geografia y Hetebrologla

;'\,_ ogé

(N, <

(Dlrectorate General of Geography and Méteorology),‘regarding'the

part1c1pat10n of Mex1co w1th1n the DiV151on for Iatin America.~

PAE ‘ . i RS . ’/,\V@-s#.
. 3 <
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Due to the ellapsed tlnc since, the Expert has ertuen on
thls matter to the Mcx1can authorltles through the Embassy of

Mexico in Guatemala.

‘

i’

-

The wrlter W111 be glad to glve .any . fhrther 1nf0rmat)0n that

may be requ1red SR '_«.'_4i-{i” 2
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