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TERMS OF REFERENCE

This Working Group was established by the Ad Hoc Group of Experts on Geo-
graphical Names during the Second Session, March 1970. The Working CGroup was
directed to "create guide lines for name applications, the definition of des~
criptive terminology, methods of recording and stabilizing undersea nomenclature,
and the determination of the agency or ageancies best suited to centralize and
disseminate such information" (UN document ESA/RT/C/GN/1, April 29, 1970). These
terms were expanded by the London Conference to include consideration of maritime
features.

PREAMBLE

In the discussions of this Working Oroup, the work done at earlier sessions
of the Croup of Experts was reviewed and the outcome of this work as expressed in
resolutions of the London Conference was examined.

It was considered that resolutions 22, 23 and 26B were particularly significant
for guidange of the Group in future activities. Attention was directed to the
following paraphrases of the pertinent resolutlonst

Resolution 22

»so8tudy existing national and international practices concernin:; the
delimitation and naming of oceans and seas, including their integral sub-
divisions, beyond the limits of national jurisdiction, with a view to
recommending improvements in current nomenclatural practices and procedures.

Resolution 23

sseWOrk on 2 model statement or statements on the treatment of undersea

feature names that ocan be suggested for adoption by interested countriess
seedovelop model forms for proposing names of undersea features...patterned
after those used by the United States Board on Oeographic Names and by similar
organizations in other countries, and a form or forms for use by a national
names authority in notifying any interested countries or institutions
of 1ts intention to nume an undérsea feature.
Resolution 26B
escttompt to standardige the definitions of undersea feature terams
and definitions.
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Horkxng Paper no. 23 of the Fifth Seesion prepared by the Group

co-ordinator suggested as stervlng polnts for con31deration t

{(a2) an examination of the I.H.O. publlcatlon "Limits of Oceans

and Seas",

(b) an exammnatlon of the Principles and the Peportlng Fo m used '
in pub lication No. 111, the USBGN Gazetteer of Undersea

Feature Nazmes,

(e)an exam1nat1on of the list of generic terms and their def1n1t1ons

issued by th° Internatlonal Hydrographlc Organlzation .

followsx
MI_‘.
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Members of the Tork1ng Group present at the meeting were as -

N

Komkov(U.S.S.R)'j;;-.

Burril1(u.s.A. )

Lewis(UX.) -
Ormellng(Netherlands) T e
Hovua(NorwaJ) B N B TR

Dslaney(Canada) co-ordlnator ff-'”’“

Mr Sherma, representlng Indla, was absent."

) ,";gi"ST'_TQE 'Di's'ctrseioﬂsg_f

RN

- '\b._.ﬁ’—-*""""_ N

There was - generel agreement that the resolutions indlcated in worklng

* Paper no.’ 23 constituted those with which the Working Group should now

be concerned.

. made, at least

Dr. Burrill advanced the view that no attempt shovld be

at this etage, to incorporate regulations-regarding the

treatment of undersee feature names in an international convention.

': Rather, he felt that agresment on names propesed should be worked out

- by obtaining a concensus among those nations concerned with such names -

by the interchanse of information of intent.

It was also agresd thmt the exiension of the vworking Groups terms

of reference to “meritime features",as  indicated in resolutions 22 end

.23 of the London Conference,should not be interpreted as embracing

 !'terrestrial feature names. | -

--In consideration of the pubiic afion'11m1ts of Oocanz 1v9 Beas" unn

- ‘ts-accompanyvnp maps, it was zearced ¢ the terms "delimitation® N

irst

© and "linits", and tbe use cf thepterz in Reeo}ution 22, sheould net he
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interpreted in a legal sense in the work of the Group, but only in relation
to delimination for the purpose of envisaging the extent of" areas. to which

- names might apply for general reference purposes. It was also observed .
that care should be taken to avoid overlapping . the work of other
‘agencies engaged in the séme areas of activity, but rather that évery‘ '

. effort should bs made to inform national and internatiohal_hydrographic -
organizations of what the United Nations concerns in this field are. “
Attention wgs drawn to I.H.O. circular letter no. 28 of July, 1972, in |
which conformity to the prineiples advanced by the United Nations Committee‘
on the Standardization of Geographical Hames is urged on its memberé; éndI  
copies of the circular were prov1ded to the Croup of Erperts.35_ : jn

It was ev1dent from the discussion that the consideration of the  ~
revision of Limits of Oceans and Seas may e needed in terms of other ‘

\.DdSSibiefuses~by<oceanographers-and others, and the Working Group needs $6

examine the publication in these terms.  sipile 1y, the expleration of

m———

the details of model forms and of undersea naming prlncvples call for much .  .

close examination-by the varzous countrles having interests. in tnls area,- .
- and that can only be done by ubseqacnt exchangeof v1ews, -shd the- evaluatlonj~;ui

- of accumulated opinions, - -

CONCLUS IONS

. The working Group concluded that: | o
| 1. Correspondence should be ehtered into with concerned.countrieé
.- respecting the suita 11ity of the Limits of Ocesns and Seas,
.. ae stated in the I.H.O. publication, from the standpoint of:a

- less - specific purposes than aesigned by the I.H.O.,,

-~ - 2. - That countries should be invited to comment on the Principles
. *andfrrgppsal ‘Form used in the USBAN gaze»teeA on un*e*sea  o
fezture names and Antarctic feature names With a view to con—
- structlng prlncples and fo"ms acceptable for United Natlons :
T purposes in this context, _ '
3. That org.nizations sush as the International Hvérograghic Bursau
T ,.-Lnd the cccanographic scientific community generzliy. should be
iu];y infopmed of the activitisz of this Working froup.

2
.
15
IS

- the greoup co-ordinator shovld initiate thiz corr ‘ordﬂnoa
witn the cydoot oP anabling firw *muv4L31€ Tespecting hamln&
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Principles, Kame Proposal Froms end Generic Term Definitions to be
presented to the Sixth Session of the Group of Experts.

0.F. Delaney,
Group Co-ordinator

Addendas Documents Attached

1. Principles of naming of undersea features from the U.S. Board on
Geographioc Names Gazetteers on Undersea Features.

2. Undersea Feature Name Proposal Form - from source quoted above,

3. Anarctic Name Proposal Form prepared by the U.S. Board on Geographic
Numes.
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| Useotherside . UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR " No 183
where necessary - : e e ~BOARD ‘ON GEOGRAPHICAL NAMES =« - - 185
- ~ ... ANTARCTIC NAME PROPOSAL : -
NAME PROPOSED: _ - -
‘DESCRIPTION:. Kind of feature . —Lat. __ §_.,Loqg W..
= _.__.._nm'nicrol miles dristcr'n from -
’ ‘ e T A in @ ——direction. }- - -
. Map Reference (air chort, H.0.chart, map title , efc.} B -
: lden‘ﬁf;}ing Churaéterisﬁcs(size‘,shupe,igngth;widthiheight,'etc.)— e _ - .
- A ‘\"
- Photo Reference {vertical, oblique , other.) _
L .Mafe}ia!s Submiﬂéd
_{ ‘SUPPORTING DATA: ‘Reasen for Choice ;
‘ Date discovered , seen , recorded ,mapped, eté.
By whom e "
= " Personai m'formavtion'(of‘ honorée) ‘ Ei— -
_»vE:x'pediﬁon - _ .
- L Si_:pporﬁngﬁotq Submitted { surveys , charts , photos, other.) .
5 . . :
: - to.be returned
s not !o be returned
'SUBMITTED BY : Nome ‘
Address
‘ " Rank or official duties i Date
e DO _NOT WRITE IN SPACE BELOW -
CODE DATE RECEIVED
'CASE SECTION . PROMULGATION
DGB80-9/17/56 —~ 1000 MULT. : ug7e



