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In the past five years the intensive work on standar-
dization of geographical names continued in the Ukrainian
Soviet Socialist Republic. It included practically all the
directions, determined by the IIT UN Conference in Athens.
Az before the orgenizing centres of this work were the Pre-
sidium of Supreme Soviet of the Republic, local Sovieéss of
working peoples” deputies, Institute of Linguistics of the
Academy of Science of Ukrainian SSR, Main Editorial Board
of Ukrainian Soviet Encyclopaedia, Geographical Departments
of universities, The results of work on standardization of
geographical names are extremely versatile. Only some of them
will be discussed here,

Official registration and recording of all current chan-
ges in geographical nemes is a very important task to be
solved on the highest level of standardization. The settle-—
ments and administrative-territorial units (32,5 thousands
according to the IS70 census) were fully standardized by the
present time. Information on changes is continually publighed
in the "Records of the Supreme Soviet of the Ukrainian Soviet
Socialist Republic”. It uncludes the data on changes of the
status, boundaries, formation, unification, abolition, naming,
reneming, simplification and clarification of geographical
nemes. I585 such nemes were recorded and officially registe-
red during I977-I98I.

The problem of standardization of hydronymes is being
successfully solved for the fterritory of the Republic, "Dic-
tionary of Ukrainian Hydronymes" was published in I979 by the
Institute of Tinguistics of the Academy of Science of Ukrai-
nian SSR. This is the first and comparetively full descrip-
tion of rames of rivers and other water-ways, compiled in
accordance with literary, hystorical, linguistic, geographical
and local characteristics. It includes more than 20 000 mein
names and 24 000 variant names. It is aimed to concentrate,
describe and regulate the spelling of names of water objects
in the Republic. This unique work is the result of many years
of labour of a large group of scientigts and public in dislect-
toponymic expeditions, as well ag etymological, grammatic
studies and hydronyme functioning investigations.
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Growth and economic, social and cultural development
of cities z2nd towns require close attention to the problem
of standardization of geographical names inside a town,
Publication of "Streets of Kiew" reference-book for the
Capital of the Ukrainian SSR, which celebrates this year its
I500 anniversary, is a good example., The reference book con-
tains standard nemes of all the =quares, boulevards, avenues,
streets, lanes and residential districts of the city (2I79
names), as well as their code, geographical local characteris-
tics, names’ history, list of renamed and abolished names
during the city reconstruction. The same work 1s done in
other Republican cities and towns.

The work of correct transliteration of non-Ukrainian
geographical names into Ukreinian language and Ukrainian
geographical names into other languages, especially Russian,
went on. A new development im this field - Second publica-
tion of Ukrainian Soviet Encyclopaedia (I2 volumes in all,

7 were published since I977). The Encyclopaedia is published
in Ukrainian and Rusgian. There will be 8I80 special articles
on the subject of geographical nemes and 1800 maps in I2
volumes. Total number of standard geographical names used in
the Encyclopasedia will be about 300 000. Encyclopaedias are
extremely popular in Ukrainien SSR and they are published

in large numbers (50 000 copies of the second edition of
Ukrainian Soviet Encyclopaedia are published in Ukrainian
SSR). It is difficult to overstimate the great importance

of the fncyclopaedia for introduction of the standard geograp-
hical names not to a narrow circle of specizalists, but to
everyday life of all the people,

School atlases are very useful for wide popularization
of standaerd geographical names. They are published separa-
tely for each of 25 Ukrainien provinces and prepared by
Geographical Department of State Kiew University. The first
atlas of these series - "Atlas of Kiew Province® was published
in I980 in 20 000 coples. Historical - Geographical Atlas of
Republic’s Capital - Xiew ~ 18 being prepared for publication.

The work on standardization of geographical names in
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic is carrie§ out in close
contact with the other Republics of the USSR, Formation of
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, with Her 60%th
anniversary being celebrated this year, provided legal and
actual equality of all the nations and peoples included
therein, greatly stimulated economic and spiritual develop=
ment of the Soviet society, benefited all sides of life of
each Republic., Such a specific problem as geogrephical names’
standardization can be viewed as a good exemple, Using Russian
ag an intermediary language, which in mulitinational Soviet
Socialist State had been chosen by all the peoples of the
USSR as a language for contact and cooperation, the Republics,
including Ukrainian SSR have a possibility together use the
dictionaries on transliteration of geographical names on meps
as well as reference dictionaries Tor different territories
of the USSR or abroad. Such problems of geographical names’
standerdization as national standardization, computerized
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processing of data, traditionel names, systems of writing
and others are solved jointly.

The delegation of Ukrainiesn Soviet Socialist Republic
hopes thiat the positive solution of problems included into
the agenda of the 4th UN Conference in the spirit of interw
national cooveretion and respect of national sovereignty
will promote further achievements in the field of standare
dization of geographicel names both on naftional and inter-

national levels.,





