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1. Callection of Geographical Names
As Japan has no centralized agency for geographical name
collection, two agenclies concerned with the mapping, namely,
the geographical Sucrvey Institute, Ministry nf Constructiaon and
the Hydrographic Department, Maritime Safety Agency have been
engaged in the cvollection of geographical names feor a long time.
in adoptiaon of the geographical names on maps, bhoth agencies
have the same principle as adopting the nawes spplied by the local
people and collecting the name lists submitted by local public

bodies.

2. Nervessity of Standardidzation

It is general to consider that no inconsistency happens in
the above process of name collections, but there are much inconsis-
tency of name collections between the two agencies, caused of being
several names on one feature applied by the local people. confusion
of the political simplification and restriction of official
Japanese characters and syllables(Kana), or historical changes of
the language used by local peaple from the dialect to the standard
language. These kinds of inconsistency have influenced the geogra-
phtcai names on the maps and charts, and the geographical educatian
and mass media. Japan's necessity of the standardization depends
nat enly on the internationsl needs but also on the reason mention-
ad above.

In order to cope with the metter, the stamdardization of geo-
graphical names have been carried out earnestly by the Joint Commit-
tee composed of the geographical Survey Institute and the Hydrogra-
pnhical Departmgnt. In the Joint Committee the Frimary and secondary
Education Bureau ministry of Education the Japan Broadcasting Corpow
ration (NHK),the Japan Map Center, the Japan Hydrographic Associa-~

tion bave also take part as observers.

3. Gencersal principal for stndardizing

In standardizing the geographical names in the Joint Committee,
the followihg general principles are applied.
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(1) When a geographical name is the same in both name collec-
tions at its spelling and pronounciation,it becomesnaturally the
standard name. In the case when any difference is found in them,
the newer name at its date 1s adopted as a standard name. When the
dates of both collections asre the same or close, the name derision
is made after consulting with related local public bodies. In the
case when a name is listed only in sny one collectian, it is natu-
rally decided as a standard name.

(2) When some geographical name is related with the national
laws, the decision is made after considering the object of the laws.

(3) As for the intermational seas and oceans beyond territorial
seas, the adoption af the name Is made according to the principles
admitted by the International Hydrographic Bureau.

(4) In some case when several names are used on one feature
by the surtounding laocal people, the majority principle is applied
after checking the documents submitted by local public bodies.

When plural names are very popular among people, both names are
adopted as an exceptiop and any one of them ig noted with parentheses.

(5) As a writing system, the official Japanese characters end
syllables are applied with such an exception that non-offical
writing system is thought to have some important meanings in its

toponomic feature.

4. Progress of standardization

The standardization in Japan was first made on the geogrephical
names expressed on the general meps at scale 1:1,000,000 and next
on the general maps at scale 1:500,000. The latesd standardizing
waork io being carried out on the medium scale maps at scale from
1: 25,000 to 1:50,000 and about 15,000 names of the objected
60,000 have been prepared by the Joint Committee on the Standard-
ization of Geographical names.





