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REPORT ON UNGEGN WORKING GROUP ON EVALUATION 

Introduction. In accordance with agreements reached at the 14th 
Session of the UN Group of Experts on Geographical Names, the 
undersigned submitted a report to the 15th UNGEGN giving 
informati;on on several topics. The report was presented as 
working paper no. 55, "Report of the Working Group on Evaluation." 
While full discussion and conclusions were not possible, owing to 
the absence of the convener, the report of the 15th UNGEGN 
provided general recommendations for consideration by the 16th 
UNGEGN. In addition Helen Kerfoot of Canada submitted useful 
comments. 

The convener also asked for further comments from members of the 
Working Group and persons who attended meetings on the topic at 
the 15th UNGEGN. The response has been limited. 

Based on information in the 15th UNGEGN report and notes from a 
few members, the undersigned is pleased to report to the 16th 
UNGEGN. 

Analysis and, Recommendations. This report recommends further 
action as noted. Items below are keyed to annexes and paragraphs _ 
in the cited paper. 

1. Annex A. Summary Report and Recommendations 

Para. 3.A. Revision of Aims and Functions. Recommend revision as 
stated. 

Para. 3.8. Creation of Supplemental Organization. In regard to 
concern expressed about creating a functional structure to 
supplement the existing divisional structure, it is recommended 
that energies be focussed on developing a mechanism whereby 
individual nations may assist other nations in a bilateral 
arrangement to establish names authorities. The importance of 
securing the cooperation and support of appropriate agencies in 
each country is stressed. For example, nations desiring support 
should have the backing of their cartographic organizations. 
Countries desiring assistance should identify themselves, and 
countries able to provide support should make appropriate 
arrangements. Support can include training programs such as given 
under the aqspices.of the UN or the Pan American Institute of 
Geography an&-H$story. The training should be of the most 
practical namrer based on the needs of the host nation and its 
capacity to implement names processing techniques. Nations 
providing the traingng should, furthermore, have experience fn 
standardization., 

2. Annex H. Work Carried Out by Working Group Members and Others. 

This annex dealt with numerous topics. Major conclusions are that 
responses to a questionnaire on the effectiveness of resolutions 
did not provide adequate information to summarize the 



effectiveness of resolutions. Further discussion is needed to 
help assure the UNGEGN provides the most effective vehicle for 
obtaining seated results. One positive conclusion is to publish a 
document wamajor resolutions. This probably should be a UN 
task. Anotmt conclusion is to upgrade training. The convener 
prepared and- circulated a list of national names authorities. It 
is now out of date. Preparation of a document should be a UN 
task. Furthermore, the document should carry some indication as 
to the scope of national authorities. Efforts to increase 
publicity were encouraged, and some progress can be reported. In 

~ conclusion, there was general agreement that the UNGEGN faced 
challenges and opportunities in creating more effective methods. 

3. Annex C. Respon-ses to UNGEGN Questionnaire. 

Responses provided interesting information, but as noted above, it 
is difficult to summarize them and draw valid conclusions. 
Paragraph 10 of the annex is an attempt to present some 
conclusions offered by responders. 

4. Annex 0. Comments on Resolutions of the Fifth UN Conference. 

With the assistance of Helen Kerfoot of Canada, the convener 
prepared several recommendations.which apply actually to all 

I 

resolutions. Recommendations are: keep resolutions to an absolute 
minimum; prepare a list of resolutions according to specified 
categories; support resolutions calling for training and, 
collaboration w&h other national technical (i.e., cartographic) 
agencies and professional societies; and develop programs for 
publicity and communications. 

5. Annex E. National Names Authorities. 

As noted, the list of authorities is incomplete and, in view of 
political occurrences over the past year, is out of date. 
Attached to this report is a list that includes information 
received since the original was compiled. 

Conclusions. Although the UN has played an important role in 
promoting national and international names standardization, the 
effort requires fresh perspectives. The Working Group on 
Evaluation has- attempted to bring new ideas into the program for 
the sole pumse of bring rational and practical procedures of 
standardiza&or% to all countries. .-~.-_ The challenges and 
opportuniti4S&are many. The programs of the UNGEGN will benefit 
by complying with recommendations noted above and with such 
additional steps as.may be provided by the working group. 

Recommendatio-ns. The Working Group adopt the recommendations 
above and apply them as appropriate to statements of UNGEGN and UN 
procedures and to incorporate them into UN resolutions. 
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