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1980s1970's 2000s

Independent Hardcopy
Maps & Records

Desktop Mapping on PCs

Multipurpose 
Base Mapping Programs

Networks,  
Infrastructure and the WWW

Common Geographical 
Reference Frames

Major GIS Databases
in End-User Programs

Personal Positioning
Google Maps,

Social Networks
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SDI Programs Worldwide

5 key areas of focus to date:

 Framework data definition and development

 Geospatial data discovery and download

 Web mapping (sometimes from several different 
servers & integrated on your browser)

 Cultivation of “communities of practice”

 Definition and development of standards and 
standards-based products to enable the above 



A Changing Marketplace

Corporate downsizing and reorientation of 
government programs

Commoditization and “mass customization” of 
products and services

Challenges to traditional geomatics approaches in 
developing countries

Evolving expectations of users re: capability, 
performance, transparency, simplicity and reliability



SDI Programs 1995-2013: 
Looking Back…

Mapping Emphasis and Library/Bookstore 
Metaphor limited the vision

Emphasis on widespread, mass-market use of 
government mapping files has not taken hold.

Mixed successes in government-government 
and government-industry partnerships

Except in a few examples, did not predict the 
ultimate influence of integrated, real-time 
location-based services



SDI Programs 1995-2013: 
Early High Points

Allowed public comparison 
of different approaches to on-
line discovery & downloads

Provided basis of defensible 
forecasting of customer 

demand for government data

Supported Important Standards and Interoperability Efforts

Raised levels of user 

expectations

Changed the workflows, 
efficiency and turnaround of 
government tasks & services

Provided private companies with 

more consistent & comprehensive 

information on which to base their 
own services.

Important Sharing of 
Lessons Learned



The GSDI Association

Advancing a Spatially-Enabled World

Our Vision:
A world where everyone can readily 
discover, access and apply geographic 
information to improve their daily lives.



The GSDI Association

Our Mission:  
To advance geo-information best 
practices, knowledge sharing, and 
capacity building…
… for the improved sharing and 
application of geographic 
information.



GSDI:  
Issues at the Interfaces

People Policies Institutions Technology Data

People

Policies

Institutions

Technology

Data

Conflict

Convergence



The GSDI Association:
Where are we now…?

A formal incorporated non-profit 
organization

Global membership of organizations 
and individuals from all sectors

Board and Officers

Bylaws

Strategic and Implementation Plans





GSDI 
Standing Committees

 Technical Committee

Legal and Socioeconomic Committee

Outreach & Membership Committee

Societal Impacts Committee



Wiki Version.
PDF versions now 

available in English, 
Spanish, Chinese, 

Polish and Albanian



GSDI Legal & Socio-Economic
Committee

• Exploring, categorising and discussing
existing licencing terms

in order to

–improve the legal interoperability of geo-
data at a global level

Bastiaan Van Loenen Katleen Janssen



GSDI:  Communications and 
Outreach since May 2012

GSDI/IGS Global Newsletter: 12 issues 

Monthly SDI Regional Newsletters

 Africa 

 Asia-Pacific 

 Latin America & Caribbean

E-mail List (reaching over 4500 addresses)

Booklet “Spatially Enabling Societies” (with FIG) 



GIKNet.Org

http://www.giknet.org



Financial Assistance

GSDI Small Grants Program to support 
training & software (http://www.gsdi.org/sic1)

Cooperating with URISA GIS Corps to 
provide services to some countries

Cooperating with International Center for 
Land Policy Studies and Training Seminar on 
GIS &Land Management (Chinese Taipei)

Great causes looking for more assistance!



GSDI Conferences:
Sharing Lessons Learned



GSDI 14
Global Geospatial Conference 2013

UNECA Conference Center, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
November 4-8, 2013

Titanium Sponsor

Platinum Sponsors

Bronze Sponsor



For further informationFor further information

http://www.gsdi.orghttp://www.gsdi.org


