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INTRODUCTION <previous - next> 

Toponymy is the science that studies geographical names or toponyms (see Ormeling, 1989). As all other
names, toponyms belong to languages. Names in general are only rarely randomly chosen, and this is
especially true in the case of geographical names. Whether they carry a physical meaning like Mont Blanc
('White Mountain'), or they were coined to honor someone (Washington, District of Columbia), to
commemorate some historic event or to make clear to whom the named object belonged (Paris, from Latin
'Lutetia Parisiorum' = 'Lutetia of the [Gallic tribe named the] Parisians'), in all cases they once used the
vocabulary and followed the grammatical and orthographic rules of a certain language.

Languages are the subject of the science called linguistics. Therefore, anyone handling geographical names
needs to have some basic linguistic knowledge, both in general terms and specifically pertaining to the
language situation of the area of survey. In the following these basics are described.

 

 <previous - next> 

Home
|

Self study
:

Languages
|

Contents
|

Intro
| 

1.Toponymy
|

2.Names vs
languages

|
3.Languages of

the world
|

4.Toponymic
importance
of language

|
5.Toponymic
importance of

linguistic status
|

6.Language vs
dialect

|
7.Official vs
non-official

|
8.Dead and
disappeared
languages

|
9.Classifi-
cation of

languages

(a/b/c/d/e/
f/g/h/i/j/

k/l/m/n/o/
p/q/r)

|
10.Back to
toponymy

 

 Copyright United Nations Statistics Division and International Cartographic Association, July 2012  

http://toponymycourses.geog.uu.nl/ICAcourses/_HtmlModules/_Selfstudy/S09/S09_001index.html
http://toponymycourses.geog.uu.nl/ICAcourses/_HtmlModules/_Exercises/E09/E09.html
http://toponymycourses.geog.uu.nl/ICAcourses/_HtmlModules/_Documents/D09/D09.html
http://toponymycourses.geog.uu.nl/ICAcourses/_HtmlModules/_Selfstudy/S09/S09_002contents.html
http://toponymycourses.geog.uu.nl/ICAcourses/_HtmlModules/_Selfstudy/S09/S09_01.html
http://toponymycourses.geog.uu.nl/ICAcourses/_HtmlModules/_Documents/D09/D09.html
http://toponymycourses.geog.uu.nl/ICAcourses/_HtmlModules/_Selfstudy/S09/S09_002contents.html
http://toponymycourses.geog.uu.nl/ICAcourses/_HtmlModules/_Selfstudy/S09/S09_01.html
http://toponymycourses.geog.uu.nl/ICAcourses/_pdf/selfstudy/s09/S09_003intro.pdf
http://toponymycourses.geog.uu.nl/ICAcourses/2012_Home.html
http://toponymycourses.geog.uu.nl/ICAcourses/_HtmlModules/_Selfstudy/S09/S09_001index.html
http://toponymycourses.geog.uu.nl/ICAcourses/_HtmlModules/_Selfstudy/S09/S09_002contents.html
http://toponymycourses.geog.uu.nl/ICAcourses/_HtmlModules/_Selfstudy/S09/S09_003intro.html
http://toponymycourses.geog.uu.nl/ICAcourses/_HtmlModules/_Selfstudy/S09/S09_01.html
http://toponymycourses.geog.uu.nl/ICAcourses/_HtmlModules/_Selfstudy/S09/S09_02.html
http://toponymycourses.geog.uu.nl/ICAcourses/_HtmlModules/_Selfstudy/S09/S09_03.html
http://toponymycourses.geog.uu.nl/ICAcourses/_HtmlModules/_Selfstudy/S09/S09_04.html
http://toponymycourses.geog.uu.nl/ICAcourses/_HtmlModules/_Selfstudy/S09/S09_05.html
http://toponymycourses.geog.uu.nl/ICAcourses/_HtmlModules/_Selfstudy/S09/S09_06.html
http://toponymycourses.geog.uu.nl/ICAcourses/_HtmlModules/_Selfstudy/S09/S09_07.html
http://toponymycourses.geog.uu.nl/ICAcourses/_HtmlModules/_Selfstudy/S09/S09_08.html
http://toponymycourses.geog.uu.nl/ICAcourses/_HtmlModules/_Selfstudy/S09/S09_09.html
http://toponymycourses.geog.uu.nl/ICAcourses/_HtmlModules/_Selfstudy/S09/S09_09a.html
http://toponymycourses.geog.uu.nl/ICAcourses/_HtmlModules/_Selfstudy/S09/S09_09b.html
http://toponymycourses.geog.uu.nl/ICAcourses/_HtmlModules/_Selfstudy/S09/S09_09c.html
http://toponymycourses.geog.uu.nl/ICAcourses/_HtmlModules/_Selfstudy/S09/S09_09d.html
http://toponymycourses.geog.uu.nl/ICAcourses/_HtmlModules/_Selfstudy/S09/S09_09e.html
http://toponymycourses.geog.uu.nl/ICAcourses/_2011/_Selfstudy/S09/S09_09f.htmlS09_09f.html
http://toponymycourses.geog.uu.nl/ICAcourses/_HtmlModules/_Selfstudy/S09/S09_09g.html
http://toponymycourses.geog.uu.nl/ICAcourses/_HtmlModules/_Selfstudy/S09/S09_09h.html
http://toponymycourses.geog.uu.nl/ICAcourses/_HtmlModules/_Selfstudy/S09/S09_09i.html
http://toponymycourses.geog.uu.nl/ICAcourses/_HtmlModules/_Selfstudy/S09/S09_09j.html
http://toponymycourses.geog.uu.nl/ICAcourses/_HtmlModules/_Selfstudy/S09/S09_09k.html
http://toponymycourses.geog.uu.nl/ICAcourses/_HtmlModules/_Selfstudy/S09/S09_09l.html
http://toponymycourses.geog.uu.nl/ICAcourses/_HtmlModules/_Selfstudy/S09/S09_09m.html
http://toponymycourses.geog.uu.nl/ICAcourses/_2011/_Selfstudy/S09/S09_09n.htmlS09_09n.html
http://toponymycourses.geog.uu.nl/ICAcourses/_HtmlModules/_Selfstudy/S09/S09_09o.html
http://toponymycourses.geog.uu.nl/ICAcourses/_HtmlModules/_Selfstudy/S09/S09_09p.html
http://toponymycourses.geog.uu.nl/ICAcourses/_HtmlModules/_Selfstudy/S09/S09_09q.html
http://toponymycourses.geog.uu.nl/ICAcourses/_HtmlModules/_Selfstudy/S09/S09_09r.html
http://toponymycourses.geog.uu.nl/ICAcourses/_HtmlModules/_Selfstudy/S09/S09_10.html
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm
http://icaci.org/

