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A Fortress of Languages

A rarfugie since (he 158l penod of Eurasian placiaticn, the Coucasus region has
been & gateway for trevel, tresdie, Bnd conuanst. Yel even a5 regional and imperial
povorirs el for Contunies conlested for inlluence, the Causasus has remaned a
redould of peoples whasd entlitles are ted (o the SO-some langenges. thay
Spedak, a% grouped in major {amilies (Delow), The persistonce of e enduring ider
tities of eihnic groups has bocn sded Dy 1he ruged barraen and by Societiag
whiods lbyaities g 1o elan and tmily as much as to nation or . Paat
atlempls, especially by the former Soel Urdon. to ossimadabe of dominobe the
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