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Principal 
source: 
downloadable 
from the web: 
https://unstats.un.
org/unsd/geoinfo/U
NGEGN/docs/pdf/G
lossary_of_terms_
revised.pdf



NAMRIA-UNGEGN international 

toponymy course, Manila 2018
3



UNGEGN-Glossary: Geography
 Coordinates

 Geographical objects

 Topographical objects

 Natural features

 Mountains, rivers, seas

 Cultural features

 Towns, roads, regions (choronyms)

 Physical features

 Maritime features

 Undersea features

 Feature class
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language

 Language

 Official language

 Dialect

 Minority language

 Indigenous language

 Phoneme (smallest unit of sound in 

a language that changes meaning)
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Grammar:
Language is made up of Words: 

• Nouns (names of specific things)

– Proper names

– Toponyms

– Anthroponyms

• Verbs (describe action)

• Pronouns (substitute for noun)

• Adjectives (describing words)

• Articles (define nouns or sometimes toponyms)

• Adverbs (modify verbs)

• Prepositions (express spatial relations)

• Conjunctions (connect words or phrases)

• Interjections

• Morpheme (minimal distinctive unit in grammar)

NAMRIA-UNGEGN international 

toponymy course, Manila 2018
6



pronunciation

 IPA
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Writing systems

 Alphabet

 Characters (graphic symbols)

 Vowels and consonants

 Grapheme (graphic representation of phoneme)

 Diacritical signs

 Capitals, lower case, hyphens, accents

 Digraphs, ligatures (fixed combinations of letters)
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For toponyms we match specific 
topographical objects with specific 
names, from a specific 
language,using a specific grammar, 
written in a specific writing system
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toponyms

 Composite and simplex names

 Specific part (= distinguishing part)

 Generic part (feature class)

 Allonym/variant name

 Homonym

 Exonym and Endonym

 Historical name

 Local name/official name

 Short and long form of a name
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Toponyms 2

 Maritime names

 Oronyms

 Odonyms

 Choronyms

 Hydronyms

 Anoikonyms/microtoponymy

 Hagionyms 
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Hagionym

namescape



maps

 Toponyms

 lettering

 Fonts / typeface

 Descriptive terms

 Multilingual maps

 Multiscriptual maps
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charts
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Multilingual maps
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Multiscriptual 
maps
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toponymy

 Glossary

 Gazetteer

 Place name index

 Toponym Standardization

 Official name

 Toponymic guidelines

 Names authority
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glossary
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IHO Hydrographic dictionary

 Sailing terms + weather terms

 Technical terms for ships

 Navigational terms

 Cartographic terms + projections

 Morphology = terrestrial and submarine land 

forms

 https://www.iho.int/iho_pubs/standard/S-32/S-32-

eng.pdf
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Morphological terms:

 Anchorage, archipelago, atoll, bank, bar, bay, beach, 

bight, breakwater, canal, channel, cape, cay, cliff, 

coast, continental shelf, cordillera, cove, dam, delta, 

dike, dock, elbow, escarpment, estuary, fjord, 

foreland, gap, gorge, gulf, gully, gut, haven, headland, 

hill, island, isle, islet, isthmus, jetty, lagoon, lake, 

ledge, mount, mountain, mouth, neck, ocean, pass, 

passage, peak, pier, peninsula, plain, polder, port, 

reef, river, roadstead, sea, sea channel, shoal, shore, 

sound, strand, trench, valley, wadi
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questions

 What is difference between a port 

and a harbour?

 What is the difference between an 

canal and a channel?

 What is the difference between a 

bay, a gulf and a cove?
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https://unstats.un.org/unsd/geoinfo/UNGEGN/docs/_data_ICAcourses/index.html
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https://icaci.org/files/documents/wom/11_IMY_WoM_en.pdf
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Thank you


