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- On Introduction of a New System for
the Romen Transliteration of Geogra-
phical Names of the USSR in Cartograph
phical Publications for International

Use

, A system of romsnization developed by the Acadeny
of Seiences of the USSR in 1951-~1956 for our counti'y |
was applied to the cartogrsphical publicetions intended
for international use since 1967. '

A State standaxrt adopted in 1971 was used for the ‘
same purpose in documentation system and automated data |
exchenge. ‘

The International Orgenization on Standartization
was successivly offering several versions for the roma-
nization of the Rus‘sian and other Slavic Cyrillie alpha-
bets.

\ Al.‘;. the systems differed from each other by the tran-
sliteration of the certain letters and without oficial
and binding in any fleld status, for some réason or other
could not becceme universal.

In 1978 the COMECON member-countries coordinated and
approved a COMECON standext 1362-78 "Rules for Translite-
ration of the Cyrillic Alp‘ abet Letters by the Romz‘m Al-
phabet Letters" which should be introduced in our country c
as & state standart in 1981. The standart is comprised of
two modifications, in which the following equivalents to
the letters of the Cyrillic alphabet are used: . 3‘

- basie letters of the roman alphabet (monographs),
supplied in certain cases with dlecritical signs (I ver- O
sion)s |

~ baséd letters of the roman alphsbet and its letter
combinations (disgraphs), (IX version).

Both versions are of strictly equal stetus and thus,
provide with the only possible retranslitaration.

in aspplication in the II version (with diagraphs) of
the "live" signs of the roman alphasbet (J and h) as con~
4

vem;j'.onal elements - modéfocations, which do not have

2e

_ their own meaning - meokes undesirable its use in the

publications or documents intended for the general pub-
lic, but very convenient for automated information pro-

' cessing and transmission which is decoded into natural

lsnguage at the output.

The first version 6f the COMECON standart (mono-
graphs with discritical signs) due to its neutrality in
regpect to the roman script languages including simpli-
city ond strict reversibility seems 4o be very conveni-
ent for international use in publicat:.ons intended forxr

'the gemeral bubllc.

Since a cholce of the transliteratisn form is made
by the user, it should be underlined that it is advissble
to apply only the main version of transliteration in
table I of the COMECON stemdart.

In October of 4980 ISO distributed a new draft of
it8 standart "Transiiteration of Slavic Cyrillic Charac—
ters into latin characters™ which is but the first and
strictly monographical version of the COMECON standard.

Thusg, the same system for the romanization of the
Russian alphabet beconmes a state standard of the USSR,
COMON snd, subject to the approval by the IS0, am IS0
standard. .

Unity of the USSR, COMECON and ISO stendards will
coutribute effectively to the transliteration unifica-
tion of the RBussisn alphabet signs by the Roman alpha-
bet signs.

A new system based as the Academy of Sciences system
on the monographic principle, originates from the trans-—
literation of the Russian graphs regardless of the diffe- :
rent phonemic composition of the words which makes it
easier, more consistent and economical. co
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Begining from 1981 this. system of tramsliteration
will become operational in the Soviet cartographical pub—
lications for international use,

Annex: Comparative toble of the new systems for
the Russian alphabet signs transliteration
by the Roman alphsbet signs.
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Comparative table of the systema
for the Russian alphabet signs
transliteration by the Roman
alphabet signs
Russian COMECCN IS0 New system for Academy of
alphabet standard draft intrfduction in Sciences of
. 1362-78 standard the cartographical the USSR sys~
I version 1980 publications of tem (used be~

the USSR in 1981 fore 1981)
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1. Permissible versions (at user's discretion)
2+ Positional versions.
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