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I. fntroduction 

In the past few years, the German Democratic Republic con- 

tinued ite efforts to standardite geographical names in order 

to comply with resolutions adopted by the conferences of the 

United Nations on the stahdardization of geographical names 

(Resolution 4 of the 1st Conference, Resolution 25 of the 

2nd Conference and Re8oiution 16 of the 3rd Conference). 

The result of the work undertaken in an effort to standardize 

geographical names on the Baltic Sea coast of the German 

Democratic Republic was submitted to the 8th Session of the 

Expert Group of the United Nations (1979) (working paper 

No. 18). The recently completed list of regional geographical 

names of the GDR is a further move towards the full-scale 

implementation of the above-mentioned resolutions in the GDR. 

In this context, the regional geographical names are the most 

important names of the regions, mountains, hill-ranges and 

lowlands on the territory of the German Democratic Republic. 

The list of the regional geographical names and the map on 

the scale 1 : 750,000 showing the situation and the dimensions 

of the objects are of great importance to the solution of 

several problems, such as 
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- the uniform epelling of’ these name8 in all cartographical 

prO’duct8 of the GDR; 

- the proper allocation of the names to the objects and their 

dimensions; 

- the proper selection end generalization of these name8 on * 

topographical sapa, graticule maps, general geographical 

survey map8 or other special-purpose mape, euch a8 maps for 

tourism; 

- the coordination of spelling of the name8 o,f Object8 situated 

on the territory of two or more countries. 

The liet and the map were prepared on the basis of an ex- 

tensive analyeis of cartographical, geographical and local 

sourCe8. 

All in all, these material8 have marked a substantial progress 

in the daily effort8 for a etandardization of geographical 

name8 in the GDR. Moreover, an international exchange of such 

materiel8 under the United Nation8 programme for a 

standardization of geographical name8 constitutes a con- 
. 

tribution to the implementation of the Resolutions of the 

Conference8 dealing with the name8 of object8 situated on 

the territory of two or more countries (Reeohtion 8 of the 

1st Conference, ResohItion 24 of the 2nd Conference, 

Resolution 20 of the 3rd Conference). 

2. List of regional geographical names of the GDR 

Name Definition/8ituation 

Alter Stollberg Hill-range on the eouthern edge of the 

Lower Harz Mtns., eituated between the 

valley of the Thyra near Uftringen and 

Nordhauaen 
\ 
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Name 

Altmark 

Definition/situation 

Region between Magdeburg and Wittenberge, 
bounded by the Elbe and the Ohre and the 

state border between the GDR and the 

FRO 

Annaburger Heide 

Barnim 

Hilly woodland aouth of Annaburg, 

between the Elbe and the Schwarze 

Eleter . 

Region northeast of Berlin, bounded by 

the Havel, the Eberswalde Pleistocene 
watercourse with the Dder Spree Canal, 
the valley of the Stobber (Stobbemw) 

with hlllrkieche ‘Schweiz and the Berlin 
Pleistocene watercourse with the Spree 

Beltiger iandachafts- Lowlands on the Plane north of Belzig, 

wiesen on the northeastern edge of Hoher 

Fltiming 

Bleichemder Berge Elevations west of Bleichemde, on the 

eastern edge of Eichsfeld 

BBrde ioess-covered, flat-wave region west 
of Magdeburg, ,bounded by the Weser Elbe 
Canal, the Elbe, the Saale and Harzvor- 
land 

Burgsteingebiet Region in Vogtland southwest of Plauen, 
between the WeiDe Elster and the GDR’s 

state border with the FRO, north of the 

Feilebach 

Colbitz- 

Letzlinger-Heide 

Hilly woodland in Altmark, between 

Gardelegen, TangerhUtte and Haldensle- 

ben 

Dahlener Heide 
I 

Hilly woodland south of Torgau, between 

Dahlen and Belgern 
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Name Definition/situation 

Dart3 

Der Werder 

Dresdener Heide 

DrBmling 

Dllbener Heide 

Dfln 
* 

Eichafeld 

Elbsandsteingebirge 
(S&hsiache Schweiz) 

Elstergebirge 

Ettereberg 

Wooded peninsula on the Baltic Sea coast 
northwest of Barth, between Fischland 
and Zingst Peninsula 

Region between Neubrandenburg, Alten- 

treptow and Friedland, bounded by the 

Tollensee the Landgraben and the Datze 

Wooded region northeast of Dresden, 

between Dresden and Radeberg 

Lowland on the southwestern edge of Alt- 

mark, between the Aller and the Ohre, 

northwest of oebisfelde 

Hilly woodland between the Mulde and the 

Elbe, between Kemberg and Eilenburg 

Bill-range on the northwestern edge of 

Thtlringer Becken, east of Heiligenstadt 

Region west of Thllringer Becken, between 

the Eller and the Helme in the north and 
the Werra in the southwest. Eichafeld is 
composed of Oberes Eichsfeld south of 

Di3n and the Lefne and Unteres Eichsfeld 
north of thia line 

Between Erzgebirge and Lausitzer Berg- : 

land, on either side of the Elbe, range 

of mountains whose main features are 
their block sandstones and table 

mountains, also called SIchsische 
Schweiz (Saxon Switzerland) 

Range of mountains in the southeastern 
part of Vogtland, between Erzgebirge 
and Fichtelgebirge 

Hill-range in the’ eastern part of 

Thlfringer Becken, north of Weimar 



Name Definition/situation 
/ 

Errgebirge 

Fahnersche Hi5he 

Fiener Bruch 

Finne 

Fischland 

Fleming 

F lechtinger 
H6henzug 

Frankenwald 

Friedlender GroBe 
Wiese 

Geyerscher Wald 

Range of mobntains in the south of the 

GDR, between Vogtland (Klingenthal, Kirch- 
berg) in the west and Elbaandakingebirge 
(Pirna) in the east. The valley of the 
FlBha is the boundary between Westerzge- 

birge (more elevated) and Osterzgebirge 

Hill-range in Thllringer Becken north of 

Gotha 

Lowland between Genthin and Ziesar on the 

northern edge of Hoher FlRming 

Hill-range on the northeastern edge of 
ThBringer Becken, between Rastenberg and 

Eckartsberga 

Peninsula on the Baltic Sea coast north- 

west of Ribnitz-Damgarten on Saaler 
Bodden, between DarB and the mainland 

Ridge of land north of the middle part of 

the Elbe near Wittenberg, between Ragde- 
burg and Baruth. The valley of the Plane 
northeast of Niemagk and the cut of the 

zahna east of Wittenberg separate Hoher 

Fleming in the west from Niederer Flaming 
in the east 

Hill-range west of Haldensleben, between 
Dr6mling and B&de 

Range of mountains south of Thilringer 

Schiefergebirge 

Lowland east of Friedland 

Wooded region in Errgebirge northwest of 

Annaberg-Buchholz, between Geyer and 
Zw6nitz 

I  
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Name Definition/situation 

Gnitz 

Goburg 

(also Gobert) 

Goldene Aue 

Grabfeld 

Granitz 

Grieee Gegend 

Grobenhainer Pf lege 

GroDer Fellstein 

Grobea Bruch 

GroRes Ried 

HBgerort 

Penineula of Uaedom Island south of tinno- 
wftz, between Achterwasser and Krumminer 
Wiek 

Hill-range in Oberes Eichefeld southwest 
of Heiligenstadt, on the state border 

between the GDR and .the FRG 

Part of the valley of the Helme between 

Nordhausen and Sangerhausen, Artern, 
bounded by Unterharz in the north and 

KyffhBusergebfrge in the eouth 

Region south of the Werra on the state 

border between the GOR and the FRG, 

situated in the GDR only in part 

wooded region in the southeastern part of 

Rilgen, between Binz and Sellin 

Region in the southwest of Schwerin 
County, adjacent to Lewitz in the latter’s 
southwestern part, bounded by the river- 
beds of the Elde, Alte Elde, LScknitz, 

Rbcknitz and Sude 

Loess-covered, hilly region east of the 
Elbe near GroOenhain, between the towns 

of GrBditz and Ortrend in the north and I1 

Meigen and Radeburg in the south 

Elevation in northern Harzvorland, 
north of Osterwieck 

Lowland in northern Harzvorland, 

west of Oscheraleben 

Lowland in Thliringer Becken, on the 

River Gera south of Gebesee 

Region west of Restock, between the Un- 

terwarnow and Conventer Niederung, north 
of the Restock - Bad Doberan railway line 



Name 

Hainfch 

Hainleite 

D~Pinition/situation 

Hill-range on the western edge of Thgrin- 
ger Becken, southeast of MGhlhausen 

Hill-range on the northern edge of Thgrin- 
ger Becken, south of the Wipper near 
Sondershausen 

Hake1 

Harr 

Hill-range on the eastern edge of northern 
Harrwrland east of Halberetadt 

Range of mountains in the western part of 
the GDR, between the towns of Wernigerode, 
Blankenburg, Thale and Ballenstedt in the 

north and Nordhaueen and Sangerhausen in 
the south. The Harz Mtns. are composed of 
Oberharz west of Wernigerode with the 
Bracken maseif and Dnterharz with the 
Ramberg massif and Mansfelder Bergland 

Harzwrland Hilly region between Harz, Biirde and 
Leipziger Tieflandsbucht. Harzvorland 
consists of northern Harzwrland of 
Aschersleben between Harz and B&de in- 
cluding GroBer Bruch, GroOer Falletein, 

Huy and Hake1 and eaetern Harzwrland 
between Ransfelder Bergland and Leipziger 
Tief landsbucht 

Have1 land Region in the bend of the Have1 between 
Rathenow and Berlin, in the north bounded 
by the lowland through which the Rhin and 

the Dosse flow, including the Rhinluch, 

LBndchen Rhinow, LBndchen Frieeack, 
LBndchen Flellin and Llindchen Qlien and ’ 

Hatellandisches Luch 

HavellBndisches Luch Lowland in Havelland between Rathenow, 
Friesack and Nauen 

Havelsche Mark Lowland north of Burg, between the Elbe 
and the Elbe Have1 Canal 



Name Definition/situation 

Heinzeweld 

Hintere Heide 

Hohe Rhiin 

;Hohe Schrecke 

~Hohwald 

'Holzlend 

; Hbreelberge 

H”Y 

3asmund 

Kalbescher Werder 

Kloaterpflege 

Klgtrer Wfnkel 

Wooded region in Erzgebirge north of 

Marienberg 

Mountainous woodiand south fo the Saale 
near OrlamOnde 

Central part of Rh6n (a mountainous region), 
only partly situated on GDR territory in 
the southwest of Suhl County, south of 

Kaltennordhefm 

Hill-range on the Unstrut east of 
Heldrungen 

I 

Wooded region around Valtenberg in the 

western part of Lausitzer Bergland, 
northeast of Neustadt 

Wooded region west of the Saale between 

Efeenberg and PbBneck 

Hill-range east of Eisenach 

Hill-range of northern Harzvorland north- 

west of Halberstadt 

Pe,nineula in the northeastern part of 

ROgen Ieland including the steep chalk 
coast 

Region in Altmark north of Kalbe (Milde), ', 
bounded by the Augraben, the Biese, the 

Miide and the lower Milde 

Region in Oberlauaitz around the cloister 
of St. Marienstern southeast of Kamenz 

Region in the northeastern part of the 

GDR around the town of Klfltz, between the 

village of GroB Schwansee and Wohlenber- 
ger Wfek 



Name Definition/situation 

Kohrener Land 

KBnigshainer Oebirge 

KUhlung 

Kyffhiiusergebfrge 

Ltindchen Bell in 

LiIndchen Glien 

LBndchen Rhinow 

Land Lebua 

\ 
Land Schollene 

Lasrinawfesen 

Lausitzer Bergland Uountainous region of Dberlaueitr south 
of Bautzen 

Lausitzer Grentwall Southeast of Fl&ning, long hilly end 
moraine -range of Lauaitzer Tiefland on the 
line Dahme-Senttenberg-Spremberg-Wei& 

waeser-bluskau 

Lauenitrer Heide Hilly woodland southwest of Kbnigsbruck 

Region on the southeastern edge of Leipzi- 
ger Tieflandsbucht around the town of i 

Kohren-Sahlis, in the area between the , 
iowlands and the middie Saxon hill country 

Mountainous region west of GBrlitz 

Hill-range west of Bad Doberan , 

Range of mountains south of Goldene Aue 

in the south of Unterharr I 

Region in ‘Havelland south of Fehrbellin, i 
between Rhinluch and HavellEndieches Luch’ 

Region in the northeast of Havellend, 
south of Kremmen 

Region in the northwest of Havelland, 

south of Rhinow 

Region on the Oder west of Frankfurt, 

adjacent to Oderbruch in the northeast, 

to Barnim and MIrkische Schweiz in the 
northwest 

Region between the Elbe and Have1 lowlands 
near Schollene, west of Rathenow 

Meadow lowlands of the Ualxe near Peitz 
north of Cottbus, adjacent to Oberer i 

Spreewald in the east 

l 
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Name Definition/eituation 

Leiptigcr Tiel’lande- 
bucht 

Lewitz 

Lieper Winkel 

Lommattacher Pf lege 

Mansfelder Bergland 

MIrkieche Schweiz 

Mecklenburgieche 
Schweiz 

: Mecklenburgische 
Seenplatte 

MBnchgut 

Mosigkauer Heide 

Muskauer Faltenbogen 

Region lacking relief, on either aide of 

the WeiBe Elster and the Saale, between 

Halle and Delitzsch in the north and Wei- 
Benfela and Frohburg in the south 

Lowland on the lower Elde and StBrkanal, 
north of Neustadt-Glewe 

Peninsula of Usedom Island between the 

southern Achterwasser and the Peeneatrom 

Loess-covered hilly region near Lommatzach 
and Diibeln, between the Elbe near MeiRen 

and the Freiburger Mulde near DBbeln 

Mountainoue region around Manefeld in the 

eastern part of Unterharz, between Gernrodc 

and Hettstedt 

Hilly wood and lake region near Buckow, 

between Barnim and Land Lebus 

Hilly region south of Teterow and the 
Peene near Neukalen on the western bank 

of MalChiner See 

Region in the north of the GDR with many 

lakea, between the end moraines of the 
Frankfurt and Pomeranian stages, from 

Schwerin in the west to the region of 
Templin north of Schorfheide 

Region and peninsula in the southeast of 
Rtlgen Island, south of the MBnchegraben 

near Sellin 

Wooded region south of Desaau 

Hogback region of elongated fold crests 
between Dad Muskau and Dijbern, north of 

WeiBwasser, eastern part of Lausitzer 

Grenzwall 



Name Definition/situation 

Muekauer Forst 

Niederlausftz 

Oberlsnd 

Oberlau8itz 

Oderbruch 

Ohmgebirge 

Orlasenke 

OstCrland 

Wooded region south of Bad Uuskau and 

WeiBwaaaer, between the Spree and the 

Lausitzer NeiBe 

Region of Norddeutsches Tiefland, bounded 
by the Dahme , the Spree and the oder 

Spree Canal in the north and the Schwarre 
Eleter and Lauaitzer Grenzwall near 

Spremberg and WeiBwasser. in the south 

Wooded range of mountains between Thgrin- 

ger Schiefergebirge and Vogtland, south 
of the Orla 

Mountainous region, south of Niederlau- 
eitr, between the Schwarze Elster and 

Lauaitzer Grenrwall in the north, the 

GDd state border and the GroDe R6der in 
the couth. In the east it is bounded by 

the Lausitrer NeiBe, in the weet by the 

Dresden - Likbbenau autobahn 

Lowland on the neat bank of the middle 

part of the Oder, between Lebub and Oder- 
berg; its part between B’ad Freienwalde 
and Oderberg is called Niederoderbruch 

Uountafnous region in Unteres Eichsf’eld 
north of Worbie 

Depressed area on the northern edge of 
Thgringer Schiefergebirge (passed by the 

Orla) and Oberland east of Saalfeld up to 

Tripti8 

Region east of Gera extending up to 
Zwickeuer uulde, between Leipziger Tief- 
landsbucht and Vogtland, formerly al8o 
called PleiBnerland 



Name Definition/situation 

Plothener Teiche 

s Prignitz 

Ramberg 

,, Randonbruch 

j Rhinluch 

Ried 

Restocker Heide 

SIchsische Schweiz 

1 Schmiicke 

Schbnes Feld 

Schorfheide 

Schraden 

Spreewald 

Region of ponds in Oberland north of 
Schleiz 

Region between the Elde, the Dosse, the 

Have1 and the Elbe 

Mountainous massif on the northern edge of 

Unterharz southwest of Gernrode 

Lowland on both sides of the Randow south 
of Eggesin up to Welsebruch 

Lowland on the northern edge of Havelland 
north of Fehrbellin , 

Lowland on the Helme and the Unstrut near 
Artern 

Wooded region on the Baltic Sea northeast 

of Restock, between Breitling and Fisch- 
land 

Name for Elbsandsteingebirge on GDR 
territory (see Elbsandsteingebirge) 

Hill-range on the northeastern edge of 

ThBringer Becken, southeast of Heldrungen 

Region on the northeastern edge of ThOrin- 

ger Weld, south of Remda in the northwest 
of Rudolstadt 

Wooded region between Templin and 
Doachimsthal, with parts of it in the 
southern part of Uckermark 

Lowland on the Schwarze Elster and the 
Pulsnitr east of Elsterwerda 

Lowland on either side of the middle part 

of the Spree north and east of Liibbenau. 

The Spreeweld consists of two parts: 

--. 



Name Definition/situation 

Obere’r Spreeweld, the larger area, is 

situated east of Lgbbenau Prom the villages 
of Fehrow and Strieaow up to LObben; Unte- 
rer Spreeweld, the smaller, heavily 

’ 

Stubnitt 

forested area, is to the north of LClbben 

hilly woodland on the Baltic Sea coast on 
the Jasmund Peninsula of Rllgen IIsland 

Teltow 

Teufeismauer 

Tharandter Wald 

ThUringer Becken 

Thgringer 
Schiefergebirge 

Thllringer Waid 

Region south of the Have1 and the Spree to 1 
the south of Berlin 

Hill-range on the northern edge of Unter- 
hat-z southeast of Blankenburg 

i 

Wooded region on the northern edge 8f Erz- 
gebirge southwest of Tharandt near Dresden 

Region between. Thilringer Wald and the Ham 
mm., bounded in the’ north by hill-ranges 
composed of shell limestone 

Range of mountains southeast of Thilringer 
Wald 

Uckermark 

UeckermQnder Heide 

Vogtland 

Vordere Heide 

Wooded range of mountains in the southwest 
of the GDR, from the Werre northwest of 
Eisenach to the line Gehren-SchBnbrunn- 
Lichtenau 

Region west of the Oder in the upper and 
middle parts of the Uecker 

Wooded region south of Kleines Haff, on 
either eide of the lower Uedker 

Wooded mountainous region in the south of 
the GDR, between Erzgebirge and Oberland 

Mountainous wooded region east of Bad 
Blankenburg, between the Saale and Orla- 
senke 



Name Definition/situation 

Welsebruch 

Weaterwald 

. Windleite 

Wieche 

wittow 

Wolgaster Ort 

WBllmiese 

Zauche 

Ziesebruch 

Zingst 

Zittauer Gebirge 

Lowland of the Welse northwest of Schwedt : 

Hill-range in Oberes Eichsfeld southwest of 
Bingelstedt 

Hill-range west of Kyffhlusergebirge, 

between Goldene Aue and Hsinleite 

Lowland with ramose ditches, between the 

Elbe and the Aland with the Biese, eaat of 

Seeheusen, Osterburg 

Peninsula in the north aF RDgen Island 

Peninsula in the northwest’of Usedom 

Island, southeast of Wolgast 

Hill-range southeast of Jena 

Region between Flaming and the Havel, 
southwest of Potsdam 

Lowland on both sidea of the Ziese between 

DBnische Wiek eaet of Greifawald and the 
Peenestrom southwest of Wolgast 

Peninsula on the Baltic Sea coast east of 
Dar6 

Sandstone mountains in the southeast of 

Oberlausitz south of Zittau 

I 
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