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Report on the ,pro@e& &&de in the 

Standnrdlzatloa of Geogra+hical Names in China 

has bean made in the field of the atandardizat&m Of geogrsphicsl names 

in chino. Two national conferences on plane nsme vark vere held res- 

peativelJr in 1979 and 1980 rith a view to promoting the standaxxlikakon 

of geographie&l hamea in the interest oi our aooialist modertxtsation~ 

The oonfarenaes demnndod that a genernl investigation of plaae names 

and the werk of the shndoxdization .of goographiaal names he carried 

but to ensure that the V24ting and pronunciation of geographical mm33 

should be eompatiblra vith the orthographic and orthoepio.regulations, 

It vas also demanded at the aonferenoea that further ateps be taken ta 

collect, edit, ahebk aad atore mutariils on domestic and foreign place 

names, to aompile end publish all fdnls of literature an geographicnl 

flames, establfah step by step geogmphiml mines storage end retrieval 

sys&m suitable to the aonerete oonditions of our aountry, end to oonduat 

toponymio reaearahea, 

In December 1979, our Gtate Council p~omulgatsd *Provisional Rulea 

on Wdng or Changing Plaoe &mea in Chinan , The rules are a le&.slfttive 

document of our aountry pertaining to place name work, atipulath not 

only the principles for giving or changing plaoe names, but also the 

clearance proceduraa and authorities.(for more i&on&ion, see*Erwision- 

al Rules on Giving or Changing Place names in China” promul&cd by the 

State Counojl of the !?eople*s Republic of China) 

PurStumt to the demands of the abwe-montioned conferences‘ the 

mjority of th6 prwincos, municipnlitlea and autonomous meions of OF 

aeuntry are nou engaged in toponynio inveatigntlon and check. In the 

investlgationr’tho orIn@, alteration or substitution, and meaning of o 

every key plaie name should be made clear, at the same tlmo, tho ntarnlar- 

dieed written;forms in the Ran oharaotera, minority vrittcn lan,gm~3s 
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and Pinyin should be dete&ined. In view of the vast territory, dlver- 

slfled netlonnlitles, long history and complicntion of geoCraphicn1 

names of our country, great oare should be taken in this work, In stand- 

ardlzhg geographical names, stress has been put on the continuity and 

when alteration is necessary for a plnoe name, public opinion should be 
I 

fully solicited end offioiv olearanco procedure8 be.folloved in aooord- 

snce with the roles promulgated by our State Council, 
j 

In rendering the foraign plaoe names into the Ran oharaoters, the 

Chine Geographical Rames Committee has organtied the departments concerned 

to do the speoiflantion work in this regard; lnnd has worked out the nCen- 

erai Principles for Rendering the Foreign Place Nsmos into the Ran Chn- 

Tauters" and nT&utecrlption Keys for the Renderinp; of Rnglish, French, (for 

Eit%n) SpaniSh, Russian and-k%bia Plaae Names into the Rnn C&rnotera"(both 

for trial i.mplementntion).~Nov in consonance vlth this "General Principles 

,and WPransoriptlon Keys", the Committee is engaged in compiling n standar- 

d&&d &gazetteer of the for{lgn plaoe names in the Ran oharaoters. 

Since the decision vns made by our government that the Chinese Pho- 

neklo Scheme be adopted as the stand- in romanizlne namee of Chinese 

persons and places, Pinyin hss been officially 80 used in the departments' 

oahoerned'of our country and all diplomatlo doauments. The Ministry of 

Posts and Tele-conmnn&atlon, rind the Centrnl Bureau of Reteorology of 

o& country have submitted Pinyin mrrtorialo on place names rcopeotlvoly 

to the Intornationnl Tele&ommuniar&ion Union and the World I&tteorolo~oal 
I 

Crganlzation~ The Publishing Rowe of Surveying and Upping Literature 

has revised and republish a the Gazetteer oh Chinese Ceographloal Bmes 

in Chinese Phonetio Spell&g in etier to meet the needs at home end abroad 

In the standardisation of geographical names, we have drawn up some 
I - 

relwant rules and regulntione aooording to the charncterlstlao of o& 
I 

country, and made mtifying progeoo in our work. Rowever we.stlll lnek 
I 

exporincc in i&is field. Therefore we wont to learn fror *'.? preoious 
I 

, experinco of other countries in etandardlzing their place nnmes and learn 

from their advanced techni$u3s. l/e ore willing, together with our ool- 

the etanderdizntion 


