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Introduction 

In 1967, the United Nations held the Firest Conference on the Standardization 
of Geographical Names in Geneva. On this subject the Conference adopted several 
resolutions'of which resolution No. 4 deals with the "National Standardization". 
( see: "United Nations Conference on the Standardization of Geographical Names, 
Geneva, 4-22 September 1967”, 
New York 1968, E/CONF.53/3). 

Volume 1, Report of the Conference,.United Nations,. 
The paper as presented here-'is-based on this 

resolution. 

A. National Groups for Names 

In 1959, the "St&diger Ausschq fiir Geographische Nsmen" (Permanent Committee 
for Geographical Names) was established. This is an independent scientific group 
of experts, the tasks of which concern among others: 

"to assist in the reslization of the recommendations passed by the 
conferences of the United Nations on the standardization of geographical 
names in the domain of national standardization, in particular 

B. and C. 

the regulated field collection of geographical names in 
topographic and cadastral surveyings to be performed according 
to scientific viewpoints; 

the treatment of the collected names for their reproduction on 
maps and lists; 

the elaboration and publication of gazetteers". 

Field Collection and Principles for Office Treatment of 
Geographical Names 

As far as the Federal Republic of Germany is concerned the situation is as 
follows: the topographic land survey at scales l:25,OOO and smaller is completed. 
The collected names were shown for the Northern part of the Federal Republic of 
Germany on the topographic map at l:25,OOO - the former plane table sheets -, for 
the southern part of the Federal Republic of Germany on the property maps and survey 
sheets of the topographic ground surveys at 1:5,000 and l:2,5OO. At last, the 
alphabetical nomenclature adopted is as followszunder heading A all place names, 
under heading D hydrographic names, heading E names of bogs, heading F names of 
meadows, heading G names of heathes or forests, heading H road names, and heading I 
geographical or provincial names of landscapes. The different headings show, for 
which categories names are collected. The topographic survey of the Southern part 
of the Federal Republic of Germany and the German Basic Map 1:5,000 comprise, in 
addition, also names of fields, as a rule being taken from cadastral surveys. In 
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the nrtharn.'part of the Federal Republic of Germany such names are also shown on the 
German Basic Map 1:5;000. F 

In connection with thernmes the present tasks are as follows: . 
1. To register changes which apply in particular to names of settlements -- \ 

due to the reforms of administrative areas (see: I. Frank: "Namengebung im.Zuge der 
Gebietsreformen, Tagung des Arbeitskreises fiir Nsmenforschung in Berlin am 22. und 

I' Nomenclature in the course of reforms of administrative areas, Meeting 
?*~~~g~~rk&g Group for Onomatology held in Berlin-West on 22 and 23 September 1977). 
In this case, attention has to be paid that the procedure for the grant, change, and 
elimination of names of towns, communes, and parts of communes is prescribed by 
legal and administrative regulations of the Federal Laender. A list of all names 
of settlements, usually with the appertaining ntibers of inhabitants and arranged 
according to the customary hierarchy of places, is kept by the Statistics of the 
Laender or partly by the Survey Offices of the Laender as official list of inhabited 
places. 

2. To preserve names of historical importance in the Federal Republic of 
G'=J==Y. 

3. To cultivate the correct spelling of names. With regard to the Low 
German linguistic area, many topographic names in Low German were translated into 
High German. This task was performed by officers, detached to the topographic land 
survey, who sometimes did not dispose of sufficient linguistic knowledge. For the 
preparation of the German Basic Map 1:5,000 several times still today translation. 
-into High German is made, if field names in Low German lettering are taken from 
old "Verkopplungs-" (coupling) and cadastral maps. In general, problems of the use 
and spelling of topographic names (except place names) gain importance when pre- 
paring and revising official topographic map series. While a series of scientific 
publications on names exists for local areas, so far a general guideline is missing 
how these works can be co-ordinated and evaluated for the revision in to topographi!: 
land surveying. The Working Group Topography of the "Arbeitsgemeinschaft der Verm- 
essungsverwaltungen der Liinder der Bundesrepublik Deutschland (AdV)" (Working. 
Committee of the Survey Administrations of the Laender of the Federal Republic of 
Germany) has recently made an inventdry on the collection of names on the ground 
at the survey administrations of its members which resulted in the following 
statements: 

The survey proper on the ground including the appertaining collec$ion 
of names was mostly performed in the second half of the 19th centry 

according to predominantly uniform principles. In such a form the names were 
shown on the official topographic map series. Nowadays, checking of names:in the 
field is in general only required when revising map series, Special investigations 
may become necessary at land consolidations when a decision must be made-which ones 
of the old field names shsJ.1 be preserved after the re-distribution of the fields, 
but also at 'the new preparation of maps, or at the first preparation of the German 
Basic Map 1:5,000 and due to inquiries by map users. For this purpose, in all 
Laender the survey offices, sometimes also the forest administrations, are involved. 
In addition, co-operation is demanded of: 

in Baden-Wiirttemberg: Expert for spelling-at the "Landesvermessungssmt" 
(Survey Office of the Land) 

in Bavaria: "Verband fiir Flurnamenforschung" (Assoc. for Research 
of Field Names) in Bavaria 

in Hesse: "Hessisches Landesamt fiir geschichtliche Lsndeskunde" 
(Office for Historical Applied Geography of the Laud Hesse) 

in Lower Saxony: "NiedersEchsisches Lsndesverwaltungssmt" (Administration 
Office. of the Land Lower SaXOnY) 
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in the Saarland: 
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in Schreswig-Zolstein: * 
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Abteilung Statistik, InStitUt fCr Den 
malspflege, Dezern2.t "i:2l;~~SCkXtZ, 

'Landschaftspflege Vogelszf=atz" 
(Division Statistics, Izsz=ltci;e fcr 
Preservation of XontienZS,. D=srartment 
"Nature Irotecticn, Sa.feg-.za&~~ cf 
Countryside, Trotecticn of Rirdgn) 

. "fnstitut- fUr Eistorische Landesfo& 
schung" (Institute f&r Eis';o,-fcaf. L2n 
Researchj'of the University of Gattia 
gen . 
"Candesamt fcfr Statistik"'(Statistics 
Office) . 

"Institut ftir ges&ichfliche Landes- 
kunde" (Institute for Historical zo-* 
plied Geography), University of !&IZ 
.d "randesarchivver~altu,g- (Adzinistr2- 
tion of the Archives of the Lad) o 

"Institut fur Landeskunde" (Z&:;ttTute 
for Applied.Geogreahy) of the Szazlanm 

"Arbeitsgemeinsch2ft fZr Landesge-. 
schichte und V~lkstuzsfcrsch~~zg~~ 
(Working Cczzittee for Ler.4 :‘.fs”,ory a: 
Folklore Research), Schlc?, Gettorf 
"Deutsches,Hydrogra;hisches Z:sti%t'! 
(.Germzn Hyd=ogmph$c Instizuze) 

"Bzubehdrde - Wasserwirtsckzft, .3e?z& 
de fiir Wirtsch2ft, Perke?r rr,-,C,Lesc?- 

, wiztschaft, Stroz- uzd E2Zkz52tln 
(Building Authority - Xater fzginee=- 

ing, Authority for Economy, Trar.s-,ort: 
and Agriculture, Strezm 2nd EzrSou,- 
Construction). 

A standardisation of hydrographic names is at. work in sever21 Federzl 
Laender (e.g. at the Institute for Applied Geography of the Sarlzndl. 

In general, however, the standardization causes still difficulties. 
At present, the responsible Land authorities prepare hydrogr2;hic re- 
glonal index numbers which will be considered when prepzring . 

the Gzzet- 
teer Fbderzl Republic of Germany. Natives, teachers, sciezt;lszs in 
loczl research a.o. will be consulted in most countries ti..er: icguir- 0-h 
kg in the field. 

t.s to the a* problem of reproducing dizlect .nzmes on land 02ps, it is 
generally stated that the degree of their zdzptation to the high lan- 
guage differs regionally although the tendency to high lingufstic spel- 
llngs' mostly dominates. 
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in‘the field are shown on the topogqdc 
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In several Laender they are additionally recorded in mother forr;, 
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'Ihe northern boundary zone of Schleswig-Eolstein is the only multi- 

. ' lic&+ reg;fon where Danish has the status of a minority lar?,gzage, 
But here too, official geographical nares are.in Germ only, ' 

m 
#T&h* v--c, JacLi LdWL&- -isian presents 2 West Gernanic language of its oxn, it. ha 

pxcficelly i?? the lazd survey only the character of 2 dialect to , 
'w2izh Gerz+n is assigned as. high language. 
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2. !:z:icr.zl Gazetteers 
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At pzeser,t, the Gazetteer Federal Republic of Gerzany is prepared at 
the RInstitut far Angewandte Geodasie" (Institute for &;i.ied Gecdesy 
-a feCer21 agency ur,der the authority of the ? ederzl Kbister of t3e 
Ir,:erior - which is cooperating with the respective F&e,-21 LzerZar 

2r.2 the Terrzanen t Cozzittee for Geographical Naxes. Zhe vol.uze. wI;fe- 
dezsachsen" (Lower Saxony) was the first part presented to the United 
Xa.tlor,s ?3ird Conference for the Standardization of Geogza$&al ?a-,e 
held in AtIhen 3 1977. The complete volwe "Bundesrepublik Dautschlac 
(-3eCezal Republic of Gemany), to be finished by about Ig%'2& sent . 
to tr?e Utited Satio.ns, is conceived according to the ResolatLsn !Co, 4 
tentiozed 
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FIumz&xhre~bung in antlichen Karten 
edited by Landesvexzn&sungsmt Baden-Kirtte&erg - 
in cooperation with Wrt;.. hndesstelle f&r =. ’ ’ 
tiolkslamde 1958 

. 

edit&d by SchBischen Albverein e.V. 7957 

. 
Schdksches Wikterbuch 1 (8 volmes) 

Tiibingenf 1904 . 
. . . 

Topo&aphisches Irterbu& des Grosshertog!zzs * 
Baden . (2 volmes) .‘...-- 

./ . 
Heidelberg 1905 . : ..’ . 

* 
Flummm.kmde 
2. edition bEnchen 1963 . 

f;ublished by Verband fh Fhxnmenforschmg 
in Bayexn e.V. 
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Die Bayerischen @tsnmen als Gmndhge &r 
Siedlun~sgeschichte (2 volrrzes) 

(in: Bayerische Staatsbibliothek)’ 

Oberdeutsches Fltmmenbuch 
2.. edition Bayreuth 1931 _ 

(in: Bayerische Staatsbibliothek) .- 
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