
U.N. Group of lZxper",c 
ai; Geogrqi;ical E;sries j 

Ninth Session 
New York, 17-27 February 1981 
Agenda item No. 8(e) 

Workinq Paner ~a. 26 

National Gazetteers 

(Stimitted by the Ch l amman of the Working Group on Gazetteers) 

. 

-. . 

. 
, 



The last meeting of the United Nations Group of Experts on the Standard'ization 
of Geographical Names, Experts were informed of the gazetteer of Great Britain 
planned for the 1:50,000 map series. In the two years since that meeting the 
compilation has been completed and the gazetteer will shortly be published. 

The decision to prepare this gazetteer was primarily because the names could 
be stored in a computer and so used for map production and the names have been 
collected and stored mainly with map production in mind. Since the names were 
to be collected from the 1:50,000 scale maps, their publication in the form of a 
book couldbe useful to the public. 

St is not a'gazetteer'in the strictest sense of the word. It is, rather, 
an index to names appearing on the 1:5O,OOG map sheets. A great deal of thought 
was, therefore, given before and during compilation to the question of up-dating 
end revision. 

There are in the gazetteer 275,000 names including the names of 5,000 
antiquities. Information from this stock of names can be provided on magnetic 
tape and possibly also microfiche as well as in the form of a printed book. The 
book will contain about 560 pages of A4 size with, in addition, a number of 
preliminary pages. 

Tenure coring is a simple affair of seven categories: 

Hills H 
Forests . F. 
Water W 
Towns and cities 
Roman antiquities T;.. 
Other antiquities A 
Other features X 

. . 

The preliminary pages :include 'abbreviations of country, etc. designations; 
a key map; four pages of archaeological glossary and two pages of general 
explanatory text. . \e . . . a-. c- 

Alternative forms of names shown on the map-sheets will be included in each 
entry, .e.g.: f v 

. .' 
-\ . Puffin Island or Priestholm or Ynys Seiriol 

Priestholm or Puffin‘Islarid or Ynys Seiriol 
Ynys Seiriol or Puffin Island Or'Priestholm. . 

Feature nsmes which are-pre-fixed by the definite article are entered with the 
definite article suffixed, ,e.g., The Wash will be entered as Wash; the Town 
names, on the other hand, will be indexed as the name appears on the map-sheets, 
e.g., The Bryn. 
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A basic principle has been to index all names as they appear on the map 
sheets, e-g. . * 

. River Thames 
Ingrebourne River 
Loch Lomona 
Gore Loch 

Only one entry is given for a name which appears more than once against the same 
feature on a map sheet. i 

All names are indexed to a 1 Km square of the Ordnance Survey Rational Grid. 
The Grid reference will consist of two letters and four digits. 

Area names will be given the grid reference of the name. Linear features 
will be given the grid reference of the part of the feature nearest to the name. 

Where a feature name occurs on more than one map sheet it is given an entry 
for each map sheet on which it appears, excluding overlaps in map sheets. 

l Against each entry is/given the name of the Country, Region or Island Area 
in which the name occurs; the sheet nmber and grid reference. 

Revision is continuous as new map sheets are published. 

Type and format are:. 

Page headings lO/ll pt. Univers. Medium Condensed Roman 
Distinctive Name, County .'i. 
and Grid Reference 5 i/2/5 l/2 pt. Univers. Medium Condensed Roman 

Feature Code and 1!50,000 
Sheet numbers i ,5 l/2/5 l/2 pt Univers. Medium Condensed Italic 

Each page will be numbered and headed by repeating the first name in Column 1 
and the last in Column 4 .- see Appendix A. :"Z r. 

The method used for production is: ; . 
. 

(1) Input corner coordinates of map.'sheets to computer 
-(2) Print out f rom computer each sheet giving all kilometre-grid squares 

fslling on the sheet. 
t.3) Collate all names against the'kilometr; grid square listing on the 

print-out together with the coding for features and county. 
(4) Computer print-out listing names, counties and feature co.des against 

Km grid squares *or checking and correcting collation and data input. 
(5) Computer sort into alphabetic order and creation of master file. 
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. 
A completely independent check - double collation - was,not undertaken on 

the grounds of time and cost involved. The small incidence of error.was 
considered to be acceptable. 

for: 
Information from the master file for the gazetteer can be made available 

(1) 
El 
I’;; 
(6) (7) 

The whole countrj 
An individual county, e&g., Wales, Scotland 
By county 
Combinations such as E + S; E + W; W + S 
By 1:50,000 sheet 
By any single feature code or any combination of feature codes 
Any rectangular area 
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List of County Names showig abbreviations used in this Gazetteer 

, 

En;land 
,[ 

In accordance with Local Government Act 1972 

Avon ............ Avon 
Bedfordshire ......... Beds 
Berkshire ......... Berks 
Buckinghamshire ....... Bucks 
Cambridgeshire ........ Cambs . 
Cheshire ......... Ches 
Cleveland ......... Cleve 
Cornwall ......... Corn 
Cumbria ......... Cumbr 

Derbyshire ...... ... Derby 
Devon ............ Devon 
Dorset ............ Dorset 
Durham ......... Durham 
East Sussex .......... E Susx 
Essex ............ Essex 
Gloucestershire ...... Glos 
Greater London ... .:. .G Lon 
Greater Manchester ...... G Man 

......... Hampshire Hants 
Hereford and Worcester ... H &W 
Hertfordshire .......... Herts 
Humberside ......... Humbs 
Isle of Wight ......... I of W 
Kent ..... . ...... Kent 
Lancashire ......... Lanes 
Leicestershire .......... Leic 
Lincolnshire .......... Lines 
-Merseyside ......... Mers 
Norfolk ............ Norf 
North Yorkshire ....... N Y ks 
Northamptonshire ...... Northnts 
Northumberland ...... Northum 
Nottinghamshire ........ Not& 
Oxfordshire .......... *Oxon. 
Salop ............ 
Somerset- 

Salop 
......... Somer 

South Yorkshire ....... B Yks‘- 
Staffordshire ...... .;. Staffs 
Suffolk ............ Suff 
Surrey ......... ... Surrey ‘. 
Tyne and Wear ...... T &W 
Warwickshire ......... Warw 
West Midfands ....... W Mids 
West Sussex ......... *w susx 
West Yorkshire ....... W Y ks 
Wiltshire ......... Wilts i 
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Wales . 
In accordance with Local Government Act 1972 

Clwyd ............ Clwyd 
Dyfed .. . ......... Dyfed 
Gwent ............ Gwent 
Gwynedd ......... Gwen. 
Mid Glamorgan ...... M Glam 
Powys ............ Powys’ 
South Glamorgan ...... S Glam 
West Glamorgan .i. ... W Glam 

Other Areas . 
Isle of Man . . . . . . . . . I of M 
Isles of Scilly . . . . . . . . . I Scilly 

Region and JsIands Area Names 
Scotland 
In accordance with Local G&ernment (Scotland) Act 1973 

REGIONS 

Borders . . . . . . 
Central.. ........ 

.L- Dumfries and Galloway 
. Fife .......... 

Grampian ...... 
Highland ...... 
Lothian ...... 
Strathclyde ...... 
Tayside ....... 

ISLANDS &AS 

Orkney.. ....... . . . Orkney 
Shetland ...... . . . Shetld . 
Western Isles ...... . . . W Isles 
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