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The State of Qatar participated for the first time in the 6™ United Nations
Conference on the Standardization of Geagraphical Place Names held in New York
in 1992. Guided by the resolutions of that Conference, the State of Qatar undertook
a comprehensive project to collect, standardize and document the geographical place
names in the country.

A committee of experts on language and folklore had been established to
review, correct and authenticate the names, and a field team of professional
surveyors had been formed to collect the field data.

The project was executed in two phases, and the following steps were taken:

1.

The country was divided into four major sections, and certain natives to
the area were designated by the committee as guides to the place names.

Early morning the field team will go out with the designated guide to the
places he is familiar with, and the team will record all the information on
that place given by the guide in writing and sound and video recording as

‘well as the coordinates using a GPS device.

When one section of the country is covered, the data collected would be
submitted to the Committee who in turn would hold meetings with the
head of municipality of that area and with the natives to verify the names
and document the exact spelling and pronunciation of the names.

The field team then moves to the next section, and the same steps above
were repeated.

That was the first stage of the project, in which, a total of about 3,500 names were
collected and this is not a small number if we know that Qatar is only 11,437 sq kms
in area. And the second stage involved the following:

I.

5.
6.
7.

The data collected were compiled into computer databases using the
Microsoft Office applications.’

The names were categorized according to the nature of the geographic
feature (hill, well, oasis, village ... etc.).

Standardizing the local spelling of the names, as there is some alphabet
letters spelled differently among some people of the country.

Romanization of the Geographic Names based on the Beirut System with
some variations.

Toponomic maps were produced with new named on the GIS system.
A CD-ROM multimedia disc was produced for public use.

The national gazetteer was prepared as in the attached sample.

To obtain more information on above, please visit the following sites:

1.
2.

http://www.gisqatar.org.qa/
http://www.gisqatar.org.qa/
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