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THE PRESENT STATE OF AUTOMATION -
IN THE COMPILATION OF JAPANESE GEOGRAPHICAL NAMES

L
The Geographlcal Survey Instltute of Japan has been
;conductlng, with c00perat10n of local publlc bodies,
collection and control of geographlcal pames for entry
Alnto maps pubilshed in Japan. In order to carry out
efflclent control of geographlcal names 1n line with the
.recommendatlon made at the third se551on of the Unlted
’Natlons Conference on the Standardlzatlon of Geographlcal
d Names the Institute is at work of complllng a reglster
iof geographlcal names for inclusion in the Natlonal
 Gazetteer of Geographlcal Names, by means of an electronic
cemputer to put deta into 1ts memory dev1ce with making
necessary adgustments in the 1nputs already made.
| Geographical names being registered are of those
dplaces totalling 500, OOO whose names are on the 1/25 000
| scale topographlcal maps publlshed by the Instltute.
B Durlng the perlod from 1974 to 1978 a total of
51,300 natural geographlcal names, 1nclud1ng names of

y, »800 1slands, 3,700 lakes, 15 400 mountalns and 27,400

‘-'rlvers, and ‘'a total of 154,000 res1dent1a1 geographlcal

names (oaza, or geographlcal subd1v1s1on of mura or matl)

- were put in the memory dev1ce.
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Items related to the registering of geographical.

names for 1nclu51on in the Gazetteer are as follows.

I.

II.

Items common ' to all geographlcal names:

2

'3)
. 4)

5)

letters used to 1nscr1be geographlcal names'

~and. their’ readlngs

Geographical name code- .

&o.

Location (expressed in admlnlstratlve code)‘~

Geodetlc coordlnates

‘Name of. the l : 25, OOO topographlc map |

Additional items recorded w1th regard to dlfferent

2

"categorles of geographlcal name :
c,l)
2)

.Mountain: ceoss Elevatlon.‘

Island: .ecee Geodetlc coordlnates obtalned by

“the poiygcn approxlmatlon method after measurlng
the shape of the island with dlgltlzer, 1envth of?

\ the coast llne, and area of the island.

Lake: «vee. Gecdetlc coordlnates obtalned by the

polygon approx1matlon method and length of the

‘shore llne, surface area, max1mum depth surface '

4f”ae1evatlon of the lake.

)

lever-'..... Geodetlc coordlnates of water

. course and basin obtalned by the polygon '

o length of water-course, and area of ba31n. x

-fapprox1matlon method elevatlon of water—course,

Slnce
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Since in computerizing geographical names, not all

geOgraphical.naﬁes ¢an be expressed correctly by Japanesé
’ phonetic letters alone, about 6,500 out of about ten and’
' several thousand "kanal" (Chlnese Characters) used for

‘the geographical names are memorlzed in the computer.

A unlque hlgh-speed prlnter is in use for complllng and

. .

‘putting out input deta."
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ROMANIZATION
With regard to the problem of’ Romanlzatlon, there
have been no alternatlons 51nce the report was. presented ﬁt

:the Third Se351on of the Unlted Natlons Conference.'
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