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REPORT BY THE CHAIRMAN OF THE WORKING GROUP ON GAZETTEERS

Following the Athens Conference where the desirabllity of producing a
Concite Gazetteer of the Vorld was reiterated, the methods by which such a
goazettesr might be prepared and the problems associated with its preparstion
heve betn under study. Whilet this project was described by the Chelrman of
the Greup of Experts as one of the most importent taesks the UNGEGN could under-
take, thare are meny practicel difficulties to be overcons before such g publica-
tion covld be isened.

It will be recalled that the concensus within UNGEGN and at the Conference
was for a gazetteer in one or two volures cowprising, perheps, 200,000 names.
Anything less would be of very limited use besring in mind the reference needs
of United Notlons delegates ond staff and the availabllity of other séurces of
reference. One of the sdvanteges of & concise gazettecr must be its potentinl
for finding the letations of pletves which are less likely to be kpovm by those
uging 4t as a work of reference.

Another functien of the concige gezetteer would be to promulgste the
standardizing of names resuwlting from the UN Conferences on the standardization
of Geographlcel Nemes. Yel there are many areas of the world where no such
stendardizetion has yet been accomnlithed. Certain notions, furthermore, had
expresscd reservations at Es:osoc concerning certain of the resulte of the
Conferences.

It would be eaty to exbark upon ths task of producing the Concise Gazetieer
but the result would have to be acceptsble to individual member countries of the
U as well as to the experts of UNGEGH. The task of preducing e document accept-
eble to both bodies needs wuch coreful thought and po little time. The UNGECH
wust acguaint itself with the problems associated with production end the possible
orees of conflict mot only during ite preparation but after its issuve, before
getting the work in motion.

Only in the pest month hove Pin Yin names received more or less universzl
eceeptonce op the roplacersnt for wost of the Vade-Giles nemes go widely in use
earlier. UWhilet 211 the problems concerning nomes in China have uot been
resolved the position in relation to the preduction of e gazetteer has changed
drostiecally since the begimning of 1979, Now it 1s possitle to give Pin-Yin
nemes.vithout the Vade«Gilec eltcrnatives but the question remaing as to how
rany Wade-Giles epellinge ond other eatebliched spellings will need to be :
included in the gazotteer o that 1t may serve edequately es o work of reference.
To ebolieh all such peres would impoale the usefulnegs of the gozetteesr. Thelr
preservetion for en interim period of undefined duration would on t.he other hand,
be most beneficial.



For areas of the world vwhere agresment has not been reached, the best
course would appesr to be to give alternative nemes uzing a5 & basis for
- expllation an acceptable existing published gource and adding the spelling
desired by the nation within vhose territory the name occurs. It is sugegested
that the Times Atles which has on index of the appropriate size would be
guitable ez the basis for the Concise Gemetteer.

Working frem en atlas has wmany great adventeges. The place-nsmes can be
up-dated from the maps within the ntlas an oppored to trying to work from o
1list 2lone. Secondly, name coverage reflects map coverage and mmp coverage,
in gensrel, reflects the relative impartante of the aree fros the point of
vier of reference. There is, obove 8ll, the sdventegs of being adle to start
from an exiating nemes index vwhich could be readily eonverf-eci to & gazetteer
to provide e provisiongl editlion should one be required.

It ie €0 be hoped that at this meebing of UNGEGN it will be possible to
obtein sgreement that coomlinates of latitude smd longitude will be given in
the Conzige Cazettesr o onz minube ¢f arc which is the usual arder of
accuraty of position given in etlesce and other works of reference. So far
sgrean nl on thie point hat not proved possible at UNCECN meetings or in the
conferences. Sons ywars ags a publication of the USSR gave cooxrdinates of
places to one-tenth of a degree and 1t 48 hoped that such a list of names
eould be up-deted end the sdditional accuracy dbe glven so ag to provide uniform
ard useful refercnces in the gezctieer. It g eleo hoped that other notiocns
will ect likewice. , :

HMany erear present gpecial end esute problems with regurd to the system to
be used Por writing nwmes e.g. Koren vhere three separate systems are in use
(two for the Bouth, .one for the North) but the most scute difficulties ere in
ereas of political disaprecment emd the difficulties ore sometimes compounded
by Unguictic consideratiorns as well. In some parts of the world, one country
will only ecezpt names egpelled in 2 cortain way, enother country will not eccept
nemes spelled in that way. The inclusion of both forms it samstimes not
nccepteble to one or both parties. Not only do such comflicts oceur on land
ut wer the pse arecs vhere rival clains to territorial limits exist.

The UNGEGN 15 asked to esnsider all the ebove pointe most carefully and
not to discuzs then ss minor matters having 1ittle bearing on the preparation
of the gazetieer. From time-to-tGime within the Group of Experts one sese
exemples of the kind of exrors end ¢th: noturc of problems vhich occur when a

w%nr tries to cowmpdle o liet of entities. It would be very easy for the
URGEGK to offend mony ccamiries end to dmpalr 1ts reputation as a body of
experts by thz precentetion of an insvpert work. From o Group of Experte
the United Nations iz entitled to expoot e product of a very high stendard
end this camot be eschieved wilthout eare and mach though on the form the
Gozettear will tske and how the rotters menticned sbove os well as many othsrs
such 28 vhish exomyms sxe to be included; ore hemdled. Thix 46 the kind of
publication which could prove a greot esdberrassment 4f action is too precipitate.



