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Toponym ¢ gui delines constitute one of the nost inportant and effective
measures for promoting speedily the urgently needed internationa
standardi zati on of the spelling of geographical nanmes. In Germany the Standiger
Ausschuss fir geographi sche Namen (St AG\) (Permanent Committee on Geographica
Narmes) is concerned with the spelling of geographical nanes and the preparation
of correspondi ng reconmendati ons or guidelines.

The toponym ¢ guidelines of Germany were presented for the first tine at
the ninth session of the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Nanes
(UNGEGY), held in New York in 1981. A prelimnary second edition was prepared -
as a result of the German reunification - within a short tine and submitted to
the Sixth United Nations Conference on the Standardi zati on of Geographica
Names, held in New York in 1992.

The third edition of "Toponym c guidelines for map and other editors:
Federal Republic of Germany" was thoroughly checked and conprehensively updated
after an admnistrative reformin the five new Lander (federal states).

Expl anati ons on the | anguages of the cultural and |inguistic commnities of the
Sorbs and Danes in Germany and on Gernman di al ects were extended and suppl enent ed
by sketch maps of the dispersal areas.

For the conveni ence of interested users at both the national and
international levels, these guidelines are for the first tinme being published in
Gernman and English. Single copies can be obtained from

St AGN Secretari at
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