
UNITED 
NATIONS 

Economic and Social Council 
Distr. 
LIMITED 

E/CONF.91/CRP.15 
12 January 1998 

ENGLIFH ONLY 

SEVENTH UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE 
ON THE STANDARDIZATION OF 
GEOGRAPHICAL NAMES 

New York, 13-22 January 1998 
Item 4 of the provisional agenda* 

REPORTS BY DIVISIONS AND GOVERNMENTS ON THE SITUATION IN THEIR 
REGIONS AND COUNTRIES AND ON THE PROGRESS MADE IN THE 

SIXTH CONFERENCE 
STANDARDIZATION OF GEOGRAPHICAL NAMES SINCE THE 

ReDort of Norway 

Paper submitted bv Norway** 

* E/CONF.91/1 
** Prepared by Mr. Mr. Botolv Helleland, State Advisor on 
Geographical Names 



7th United Nations Confeimce on thc Staiidardii.ation of C;cographical Narries 
13 - 22 January 1998 

Report of Norway I 

Submitted by Botolv Helleland 
State advicer on geographical names 

National standardization; names authorities 
The inain content of the Norwegian Place Name Act of 1990 and the Regulations of I99 1 and 
I993 is that place naines in public use shall be laid down on the basis of inherited, local 
pronunciation and in accordance with current spelling principles. The same principle applies to 
place names in multilingual areas The spelling 15 laid down by the public body which is 

iesponsible f o ~  the name of the thing conceined, e g the Public Roads Administration, Postal 
Administration, county, rnunicip,ility The vast inalority of name4 on maps are laid clown by 
the Norwegi'in Mapping Authoi ity c h i  ough the 18 county impping offices To implement the 
piovisions of the Act five iegiond niiines dvisory seivices have been established together 
with an .ippeds bo'ird to decide ,ippe.ils ag,iinst the spelling of place names The Minishy of 
Cultui,il Afl'iiis is d m i t  icvisiiig the 1,iw i n  ot der to make i t  easier to practise The n m e  
consultcints ml iepreseiit'itives of the M'ipping Authoiity ,ind the Min iay  of Cultural Affairs 
meet ,innu,illy to discuss iii'itters coiicei ning the pr'ictising og the place name law 

Field collection of place names and training C O L I ~ S ~ S  

'To  follow up the Place N m e s  Act the Ministry o! Cultui,il Affairs has  arranged ci number ot 
course5 and conferences i n  which the iimics xlvisoi-y services, (lie Norwegian Language 
Councd and the Noiwegicltl M,qq)~ng iluthoi ity h,ive pxticipatecl The Noi wegiaii Mapping 
Authoi ity m d  the timics d v i s o i  j sei vices have lor theii p x t  o rgmzed  c o ~ i r s e ~  for 
inunicipalitics ,ind othei public w - ~ i c e j  to hclp them to t'ichle their tasks i n  <i inote s'ltistactory 
manner Most of the municipcilitiei h'ive by now mended the coui ses Sever'il loc,il coui ses have 
,dso been .ui,iiiged f o i  thc collecting clnd recording of p l x x  i imes  

niicrotoponyms. h,ive been collected m d  p x t l y  computei cl in Norway. Still tlicre is (1 lot of 
work to do. but gradually i t  gets mote tiilficult to get hold  of  the material because the number 
ot good infoi inant\ diminshes evei y  ye,^ Younger generations clo not know as many names as 
clicl the oldci genei 'itions bec'iuse the ii;iiiies <ire not used to the m n e  extent its before 

D~iriiig the I'ist two decades some three quai ters of '1 inillion place naincs, mostly 



The spelling of the names i n  this Ir idcjx  to ~ i n t i l P \  in I S O  000 ~ 

bcen evaluated oi trentetl i n  coinpliance with the iules of the Noi wegian Place Name Act, 
which came into force in  I99 I N m e s  which have been treated by thcse rules, are found i n  the 
Celltral Register of Place Names (SSK), (in off icid d,tta base d the Noi wegian Mapping 
Au thoi-i ty 

responsibility for establishing md rnaintriinrng a centid data base of all place names that have 
bceii decided i n  pursuance of the P lxe  Names  Act (the Central Registcr of Place 
Names/SSR). The base is to be avurlable to the public. In the first I'nstance the base is to 
include the above mentioned 340,000 place names to be found in {he main map series 
1:50,000. Since the Act came into operation the Norwegian Mapping Authority has made 
decisions on approximately 60,000 names. These are all to be added to the base. The base will be 
continuously updated. 

enlarged to include names from other public map series such as charts and economic maps. 
The number of names may then reach approximately 1 .S million. 

of Norway Vol. I-IV, based on the Norwegian map series 1 :250,000. The four volumes 
contain 96 783 names. 

toponymic data base be produced. The data ba$e will contain approximately 20,000 
geographical names and cover Denmark with the Faroe Islands and Greenland, Finland, 
Icelmcl, Norway with Jan Mayen and Svalbard. a n d  lastly Sweden. 

m i v e  'it the chciiCictcr set t h a t  is as  complete as possible for Saami chaiacters. In this 
connection i t  seeiiis to be most natural to take as a basis IS0 8859- I0 - Latin alphabet, which 
was published tor the first tiine i n  1992. It has been adapted for the following languages: 
Dmish, English, Estonim, Finnish, F'eroese, Gteenlandic, Icelandic, Latvian, Lithuanian, 
No1 wegian, F'iroese, S,iatni (North, Lule m c l  South Saaini), Swedish and  German. This is a i l  

8-bit character set i n  confoimi(y with IS0 2022 or ISO/IEC 4873 The data are stored i n  ;I 

I elational cI&t base on 'I IJnix machine m d  are xcessed from client prograinrnes on the users' 
Pcs The work will bc done i n  iespect of the UNGEGN resolutions concerning the use ofexonyiiis 
'ind eiidonyms md of iimies i n  in~iltiliiigu,il :iic;i\ No tiate is given tor the coinpletion of the data 
base. 

pi oject hds been set up 
nimuscripts to a data b The woi k ,  which will be completed this year, has been conducted 
through cooperation w i t h  the iinivei sitics ,tnci local registration centres The computerized 
material, which encompasses wvci '11 h ~ i n c l i  eds ot thousancis entries, is made available through 
Internet. 

11) t nq i s  01 Norcvuy has not 

I'he Ministry of Cultural Affairs has given the Norwegian Mapping Authority the 

The data base of names at the Norwegian Mapping Authority is to be gradually 

In 1997 National Imagery and Mapping Agency, Washington D.C. published Ca7etfcer 

The mapping authorities of the Nordic countries have decided that a common Nordic 

The Norwegian Mapping Authority has gone through the diffetent IS0  standards to 

At the Noi wegian ~~~iivcrsi t ies '1s p i  t of the I'tbour mirket measures a documentation 
view to transteri ing collections of name inaterial on cards and In 11 

Names in multilingual areas 
The Place Names Act 1990 mci the Regulations i\siied i n  I99 1 with ainenciments in 1993 have 
lciid down the principle that p l ~ e  iiaincs 111 iiiultilingual 'ireas shall be used in conformity with 
inherited nmie usage, m c t  the spelling 01 place iiCitiies i n  thew dieas is i n  the main in the 
piocess of becoming stabdised Yet there arc still pioblel~15 of d legal, practical and linguistic 
kind whc1i i t  c<>iT1es to red cc]Lidity of stdtLi\ bct\&'eei~ I l l ~ I J O l ~ l t ~  aiid I'Iliiiority Iaiiguages, which 
incluck North Sddiiii, L ~ i k  S,idnii, South S,i,iiiii md Kven (Finnish) 
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Diicussions have taken pl,ice bctwccir the Ministi y ol (’~iltui al Affairs, the Noi wegian M q ~ i n g  
Authority ,111d the Norweginn l_)efencc The M,ippiiig Authoi ity poduces maps for both civil anti  
rnilitnt y use, md the Defence clainis that the iiiaps should have only one name for each 
gcogi apIiic,d item, not two 0 1  tht ee, which is stated d s  the inom rule 111 the Plrtce Names Act. 

Kxony ms 
The most irnportnnt step during the period concerning exonyms/endoiiytTis was the 
conference on “Foreign nanies i n  the Nordic countries” (cf. Meetings and conferences below). 
Generally it can be said that  the national language council is not in favour of further reducing 
the number of exonyms. At the meeting of the Norden Division in Oslo 1996 i t  was agreed 
that the members should do more to make LJnited Nations resolutions known. 

In 1091 the Norwegian Language Council published a list of foreign names 
(Geografilista), in which the principle of using the individual country’s spelling as a basis 
(endonyin) was followed to ii great extent. For a new edition consideration is being given to a 
certain reduction of diacritics, among other things for the sake of electronic data processing, 
even though this may mean increased use of exonyms. 

I 

Meetings and conferences 
The 1 I th Nordic name resc,irch congress was held at Sundvollen near Oslo from I9 to 23 Julie 
1994 The theme of the congress is dual: I )  Onomastics in the light of the history of the 
subject and the theory of sciefice. 2) Naine patterns in regional and chronological variation. 
During the inceting of the Internation~il Council of Onomastic Sciences (ICOS) in Oslo i n  

June 1994 one of the items on the .tgendii wa\ a proposal tor closer cooperation between ICOS 
,tiid UNGEGN In Novenibei. I903 the 7th national conference was held 111 Oslo with “Place 
ndlllcs ‘lnd the CLlltural I‘lild 

Oslo i n  Noveinber 1996, ti,d “N,inie I ese,iich i n  schools rincl iiiiiversities” as the ~ m i n  theme 

111 Oslo 28- 3 0  May I997 w i t h  the p i  ticipition of Lq~pic)xiii~citely SO permis  from Nordic 
univeisities, inipping . lu tho~~t~cs ,  I,tngu,ige councils, news ‘igencies etc.. The ai r i i  of the 
confeience w‘is to tocus 011 the himrical. Iinguimc ,~nd pi actical ayxcts of foreign name\, 
cspeci,illy place iiarnes, which ,tie 01 h,ive been used within the Nordic countries. Special 
wcight wCi\ I,iiti on o ~ t h o g i  ,tphic m i  ~t,iritiardiz,itioii problems of toreign name\ Altoghther 
22 p‘tpers weic icacl.Each p q e i  ~ ~ 1 s  lolloweci by J h i t  ili\ciission. A inaiii theme ot the 
cIiscussio~i\ wLis to which euteiit cuonyms \houlct be xceptect o r  even recoininendeci. It seems 
th,it the n,itional language co~iircils ,iic iiiciined to ‘iccepl exonyins to ‘i gieatei extent than 
wh& 1s expiessed i n  the L’N iesolutions 

qx” ‘15 in,un theme, wheieas the 8th national conference, held i n  

i\ Noi c k i r  Division  oill lei ence 011 *‘Fo~ eig11 NMW\ 111 the No~clic C O L I I ~ ~ I I ~ ~ ”  W ; L ~  held 

Norden Division News 
Since the 61 ti linited Nations coiileieiice on geogrnphic,il iimic\ U o t o h  HrllPlrrrzd, Nor way, has  
been \eiving as  ch~irinan of the Norden Division At the clivisional meeting on 30 May 1997 111 
Oslo Hcrn, Rr/ig\rum, Sweden, w‘is clecteci new ch,iiiiiim of the Norden Divison Ringstain is 
d i v i m i a l  clirector at the N,ition,il Lmcl Sui vey 01 Swcileii i n  G‘ivle Lrrf Nils \ O I L  who i i  

woi king ‘i\ ‘1 pl,ice naine consultmt 111c P \ x c  N m e s  ~tlcliive\ ‘it U p p a l a .  was elected vice 
c h 211 1 in ‘111 


