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. ' Since April of 973, the Library of Congress of the United States has ,

: ’3amployed a spec1ally designed process for the production of catalog

- -ecards that carry place names with a full gazx range of diacritics and
‘ . spe01al} marks and an equally'full % range of type styles and sizes,

“‘ficalled Machlne Readable Cataloglng Program, and referred to as MAHC,

the sys_jem was developed primarily to facilitate the processing of

- enormous quantities of ‘materials acquired annually by the Library.
"A significant expansion of MARC took place when the system was

developed further to allow the processing of cartographic materials
containing place name information as part of the title or area

““jidantification.appearing on catalog cards.

T - .

~ A major production compopnent of the MARC is the VideoComp System,

the heart of which is the RCA Spectra 70 Central Processing Unit

(or computer). It is the VideoComp which actually transforms data
on magnetic tapes and creates the zaxtt materials from'whlch the cards
are produced. . :

‘In the first step of the processj; MARC Fditors in the Geography and Map

-Division of the Library prepare a basic source document for each card.
ibls document contains bibliographic information and other descriptive

etails, including the place nazme, which is xix written on a page-sized

heet according to a specific format. For names requiring diacritics
orlother special rmarks, the MARC Editors enter codes at proper places

~wilthin the name, which is spelled out in designated squares.,on the sheet,

A

e source documents then are sent to another unit of the Library where
operators of Magnetic: ‘Tape Selection Typewriters TaT) convert the

ritten inforration to tape form. After the tapes are prepared, a

- printout is produced which is then reviewed by the MARC Editors who
make correcticns ifreedad. The proofed tapes are then processed by
the VideoComp System in accordance to programmed instructions esta-

blished to produce a photcomposeed image of each card. The final result

of the MARC is k= -phograrhically produced negative which then is
dlrectLy used in the offset reproduction of catalog cards.

by use of
It is not feasible to estimate the cost to produce dlacnmlcs wsimy /the

- MARC system. In the first place, work is done in "batches" (which is

to say that a certzin number of source documents are prepared at one

time), and then these -are processed by the ﬂzntszZEZHzxsxzxgxﬁnxt VldeoComp System
. on a time-share basis. An indicator of cost is provided, however,

by the fact that individual catalog cards are sold to libraries and

~other users at $0,05 per unit., This price is high enough to.cover the
~cost of production and to earn a.small profit., It would seem evident,
thﬂrefore, that the MARC stten a5 ‘applied to the production of place

~ names on catalog cards can provide diacritics and special marks at

-a reasonable cost. It is worthy of mention that the VideoComp System

' also permits complete retrelval selectibn, addltlon, and deletion of ‘f
f; names 1nfornat10n.,]
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- col. map 21 x 44 cm. ' | . . .
~ Scale 1:1,500,000.
Depths shown by contours. R
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V4 . vegetation map. 1Ist ed. 1969. Dalat, 1969. _
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