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UNITED NATIONS GROUP OF EXPERTS ON GEOGRAPHICAL NAMES

. ;Therikbgrg; Division of Latin America

Cludad de Guatemala, 8 October 1973

In order to have the "Alms, functlons and modus operandl" of our United Natlons

Group of Experts on Geographical Namzs complled for easy reference, the Expert of
the Latin America Divislon avails itself of this opportunity to mention following
facts: , « )

w

(i

(1ee)

(iv)

(v)

Our “Alms, functlons and modus operandi' was adopted during our second sesslon
(March 1970) and modifled at the fifth session (March 1973).

It Is considered Inconvenlent to consult the document after amended for several
reasons. Besides the modiflcatlon stated under sub-paragraph (i) above, there
are othoer which can be stated as follows: ‘ :

a. As during our second session the matter became Item 8, the document which
’ in fact Is our Internal rules of procedure started with said numer. Logically
It has to start with nuﬁ?r 1. : _

b. Resolutfon 3 of our U.N. London May 1972 &onference and sub-paragraph (b)
of the Economic and Social Council resolution adopted at the 1854th.
meeting of its Shth. session held on & Hay 1973, approved the change from
“Ad-Hoc Group of Experts'' to ‘'United tiations Group of Experts on Geographlcal
Names'! Thus, the proper wording s supposed to be changed. o
Consideriing the fact that above-mentloned document has to start loglcally
with ftch one as copled below, for Information purposzs only the change of num-
bers of the items would be: 1, old 8; 2, old 9; 3, old 11 (as # 10 suposedly has
to be omfted due to the contents of paragraph 9 made at our fifth session); 4,
old 12; 5, old 13; 6, old 14; 7, old 15; 8, old 16; 3, old 17; 10, old 18;
11, old 19; 12, old 20; 13, old 21; 14, old.22; 15, old 23; 16, old 24 and 17,
old 25, : , ' -
During our 5th. sesséon | made a suggestion to the effect that when appolinting
specfal Working Groups, thelr fulfillment of assigned tasks should be for a
clearly specified period of timz, not to exceed the naxt scheduled U.N. Conferen-
ce. This suggestion, If | recall right, was approved but does not appear In the
corresponding report. It is belleved It should also bz Included In our 'modus
operandi' as ammendment to the now ftem 12 (old 20) Ix the wording which has to
be approved during our sixth secssion.

The first sentence of paragraph 13 (old # 21) Is Incorsistent with the rest of

old paragraph 21 . In fact, the approved amendment reciars to working groups that

can be formed between meetings of our Group of Experts, while the rest, especlally
the following part of paragraph 21 says that '"'such greups will only be formed

with the approval of the Group of Experts. In other werds, no new groups (vorking
groups)can be formed without approval, and In the present case as our sesslons

are scheduled, there is a time of two yecars In between. It Is clearly understood
that .there s & Inconsistency between the flrst and second sentence of the paragraph.
unless the spirit of the second sentence would refer.1 the offlclal sanction by

the whole Group of Experts at It next meeting of a \irking Group formed Inbetween
the two sesssions, but this would be - In case It wouid happen - to place the Group
of Experts before an accomplished fact. Thus the Incarsistency mentioned, and

at the next session of our Group of Experts, If not b:fore by correspondence (accor-
ding to what the Chalrman may resolve) this Item must be clearly stated and clarifl-

'edo . .



(vl) At the presént time It Is also a known fact among us Divisfon Experts, that

1.

2.

4

in the best interests of our Group of Experts and in case the necessity may
arise, that the Chalrman is duly authorized to appoint special working groups
and to Inform the Group as a whole during [tsnext meeting on this subject.
However, this {as far as | can rccall) teclt authorization given during one

of our past sessions does not,and must also appear within our ''modus operandi'.

Hereto applies also the last paragraph of my preceeding (v).

AllS, FUNCTIONS AND MODUS OPERAMDI

By Economlc and Social Council resolutlion 1314 (XLIV) end later ones, the Unlted
Natlons Group of Expcrts on Geogrophical Names has been charged with providing
for continuous co-ordination and llafson among countries to further the standar=
dlzatlon of grographical names and to encourage the formation and the work of
llngulstic/geographical divisions. . . N
In order to carry out l[ts work and to achleve the results requlired, on both the
national and the International level, asspecified {n the resolutions adopted at
Unlted Natlons conferences, the lingulstic/geographical divisions are listed
below: '

1. United States of America - Canada Division.
2, Latin America Dilvision.

3. United Kingdom Division.

« Dutch and German-Speaking Division,

5. Norden Dlvislion.

6. Romznce Languages Division (other ‘than Latin America).
7. East Central and South East Europe Division.
8. Unlon of Sovlet Soclallst Republics Division.
9. Arabic bDivision,. :

10. Asfa, Southwast Division (other than Arable).
11. Indla Divislon. '

- 12. Asla, Southcast Division.

13. Asla, East Division.
14. Africa East Division.
15. Africa West Division.

A country not already a member of a division will declde for ftself to which
division It wishes to bslong. A country may also participate In the activitles
of divisions other than [ts own, provided the totzl. number of countries and

the nature of thelr particlpation are not such as to change the Iingulstic/geo~
graphlcal character of the division. :
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7.

9'

10.

1.

12,

The Group of Experts s composed of one representative from each division.
Countries within each division will select, by methods of thelr own chooslng,

an expert to represent the division at meetings of the Group of Experts and

to speak, when required to do so, on behalf of the division as a whole at United
Natlone conferences on the standardization of geographical names. As an interdim
measure, the officers of the present Group of Experts will continue to function

~untll replaced by election.

The appointed Expart will be responsible for ensuring that the work of the
Group of Experts and its potential for technical assistance are brought to the
attention of the individual nations within his dlvision and for reporting to
the Unlfted Nations any speclal problems within his division.

Governments may appolint natfonal experts to attend meetings of the Group of Ex-
perts on the understanding that the sald national experts will have the right

of volce and that thelr attendance will be co-ordinated with the expert who
represents the divisfon In question and who will vote on behalf of the division.
The Group of Experts would welceme participation by countries that have not yet
participated in conferences or Group of Experts sessions to take part, especlally
when their language or script {s to be taken under consideration.

The Group of Experts will elect the following officers: a Chalrman, a Vice-Chalr
man and a Rapporteur.

MENTITNED UNDER ITEM T RESPECTIVE
The elections/will be held at the termination of the(United Natlons conference on
the standardization of geographical names. The officers will serve until thelr
successors are elected at the ne»t conference. The Cartography Section of the

" Unlted Nations will provide.the Secretarfat for the Group.

In the absence of the Chairman, the Vice~Chairman will assume the office of
Chalrman. In the absence of the Vice-Chatrman or the Rapporteur, the Chalrman
will appoint persons to complete the unexpired portlon/of thelr terms of office.

The Group of Experts will meet just before and immediately after each United
Natlons conference on the standardization of geographical names In the place

~where the conference Is to be held; the Group will meet at least one year In

advance of each such conference in order to make preparations for the conference;
at times other than thos¢mentioned above, meetings of the Group of Expdrts may
be speclally convened.

Persons wlith spectal knowledge of partlcular aspects of the standarization
of geographical names may be Invited to place before the Group of Experts their
speclalfzed knowledge.

During the meetings of the Group of Experts, special working groups may be
appointed to deal with particular issues. Upon completion of thc appointed
task, the working group will be automatically dlsbanded unless especially

directéd to remain In belng.



13.

14.

15,

'6.

17.

Worklng groups of speclallsts may be formed under the chalrmanship of one of

the natlonal experts referred to In paragraph 6, to study particular problenms,
between mectings of the Group of Experts. Such groups will only be formed with
the approval of the Group of Experts. Thelr concluslons and recommendatlions will
require approval by the Group of Experts before submission to the United Natlons

 conference on the standardizatlon of geographical names for final acceptance.

The working languages of the United Natlons selected for the conduct of business
during the meetings of the Group of Experts will depend upon the nature of the
representation and . the facilities avallable at the time.

" The Group of Experts will maintain communication améng themselves and will render

a report of thelr maln actlvitles semi-anually to the Cartography Sectlon of the
Unlted Natlons and to the members and offlcers of the Group.

" Apart from ccmmunlcatfon through formal channels, experts representling divisions

and also natlonal representatives will be notified by Informal means of the
transactlons, programmes and requirements of the Group of Expertse.

The Group of Experts will encourage countrips to sgﬁ!y information to other.
natfons within or outside their respective divisions and also to the United

Natlons Cartography Section.



