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1.

HISTORICAL OUTLINE OF CYPRUS

1.1, The island ot Cyprus, a striking setting for often dramatic events,
remains a source of fascination to the representatives of a wide range

of interests from beyond its éhores. It 1s apparent that the problems
which beset the people of (yprus, are largely a conseguence of the island's
overpowerful appeal. The strategic significance of the island's location
has attracted successive people who have regarded possession of 1t as a
step towards the solution of their own diverse problems and the

achievements of thelr ambitions.

1.2 Cyprus 1s the third largest island in the Mediterranean with an srea
of 9,251 square kilometres. Tt lies in the north-eastern corner of the East
Mediterranean basin, at the meeting point of three continents - Europe, Asia
and Africa - a fact which has added considersbly to the island's Importance

and development through the ages.

1.3  According to the 1973 census, Cyprus had a vpopulation of 650,000 of
which 80 per cent were Greek-Cypriots, 18 vper cent were Turkish-Cypriots
and 2 per cent comprised the Armenian, Marconite and Latin communities.
The language of the overwhelming Greek-Cypriot majority is Greek, while

L]

the Turkish-Cypriots' language is Turkish,

1.4 Since early times Cyprus had an eventful history mostly the result
of 1ts geopraphical position. It aprearced for the first time in the
history of civilizaticn In the 6th millennium B,C. during the Neolithie
feriod. This period which lasted three millennia, was followed by the
Bronze Ape which lasted until 1500 B.C, In the 13th century B.C. the
Achaean Greesks settled In Cyprus. Thev introduced the Greek lanpuage
which has been preserved tc this day, At the end of the dth century B.C.,
Cyprus became vart of the Kingdom of Alexander the Great., Du-iny he
first century B.C. it was made a province of the Eomar Enmpire =.d remain:d
as such until the bth century A.D., when 1t was included to the eastern

part of the Roman Empire, This marked the besinning of the Byzantine Period,
which lasted until the 12th century A.D. when, during the crusades, King

Richard Coeur de Lion conquered the island; but he scon handed it cver to
Guy de Lusignan who established a French dynasty which lasted until the

15th century. TIn 1489 Cyprus was “aken over by the Republic of Venice and
in 1571 it was conquered by the Ottomarn Empire. Cyprus came under British

rule in 1878 and remained so until 1960, when it gained its indenwvendence,
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1.5 Cyprus was declared an independent sovereign republic on 16 August 1960,
and in September of the same.year 1t became a member of the United Naticns,
In 1961 it became a member of the Council of Burope, the Commonwealth and

the Non-Aligned Movement,

GCEOGRAPHICAT, NAMES AND CARTOGRAPHY

2.1, The history of Cyprus outlined above has provided the basis on which
the Geographical Names and Cartography of the island have developed for

the last 3,500 years, It came to build up all scrts of Geographical Namces,
It has a wealth of topenyms some of which criginated in antiquity and
survived to present day unaltered.

8.2 The Geographical ﬁames of Cyprus reflect, amons otker things, the
historical and sociazl conditions which prevalled in the long history of the
inland. FEwidence to prove this car be traced in all of its historical
Periods since the 15%th ecentury B.C, Tor cxample, the nane of the izland

iz referred in the Tel Al Amarna *ablets found in Egypt as "ATASTA"; In
Agsyrian inscriptions, as "JATNANA"; in the 014 Testament, as "KHFRTTM";
Homer was the £irst to mention the island by its present name "EYPROGT.
arther, in his enic poetry he refers to ofher reorrarhical names, like
that of "PArQs"™.  Later, in the Tth century B.C. fron Asgyrian irscriptions
wo come to krow for tle Trri time the names of “the nine kingdoms af Cyrrus.

oL3 The hisl-oy of the Cartorranhy of Cyprus covere g verioa of more than:

. ) . ) . . . Ly
J000 vearz,  In hiz monwserlal work urder the tivle "deosrarhike Hyrheoegis",
dating back Lo 160 AD,, Claudius Prolemieuns o Alexardriz rentioned Uhat

[l m

Cyprur. o owork, which later Loeare ow !
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Piolemy's Geopraphia, was ipgnored by the Romans wnd vomanoed dormant for
several centuries, However, h;ojomy's\muf af vreews wns Tnoune until it was
replaced by western marine eartosrarners.  Consequcently, the reosravhical
names of Cyprus have an old history trom a cartosrarbic as well as a
cultural point of view.

2. A milestone in the histery of the cartorrarhy of Cyrrus is Lord
Kitehener's mapping of the island in 1878 - 1822, The mar which was at &
scale of one inch to oneimilh, covered the izland in 19 sheets, The map

was produced in Erglish, which at the time was the official lancuage

of the Administration.

2.5 Since its independence, Cyprus in being marped in Greck and Turkish,
the two official language of the Fepublic, as well as In Inglish, Geographical
names adopted are in the language of publication and irnclude the rname of the
island of Cyprus and the names o its towns, villages, mountains, plains,
rivers, capes, gulls and all locality or ylace names which appear on the

maps and cadastral plans.



Page L4

PROGRESS MADE TN STANDARDIZATION

3.1. Cemplying with the resclutions of the U.N.C.S.G.N. Cyprus

has kept abreast with the subjiect since the first Geneva conference
in 1967. On the 2lst April 1977 the Government of the Republic

of Cyprus by Decision No. 15.769 of the Council of Ministers

set up an official Body the 'Cyprus Permanent Committee for

'. This competent

the Standardization of Geographical Names'
national Geographical Names authority was entrustedwith the
standardization, transliteration and transcription of all Geographical
Names of the Republic of Cyprus. Following this in 1982, 2,000 main
Geographical Names of the Island had been standardized and transcribed
to form the "A CONCISE GAZRTTEER OF CYPRUS" which was submitted and

discussed atthe 4th United Nations Conference on the Standardization

of Geographical Names,

3.2. 'The Cyrpus Permanent Committee for the Standardizatign of
Geographical Names has continued its work In the parts of fhe

island which are under Government control on the same lines as
described in the previous report. The main task was undertaken

by the same two services,viz. the Department of Lands and Sﬁrveys

and the Cyprus Research Centre. However, the work of the said
Committee regarding the final field checking for verification of

the material collected and used for the preparation of the Gazetteer
and the maps was not made possible for nearly LOY of the territory
of the Republic of Cyprus,which is under forcign military cccupation

and therefore inaccessible to our compctent rnames zsuthorities.

3.3. My Government is now n the pleasant position to introduce
A COMPLETE GAZETTER OF CYPRUS which contains about 67,000
entries and is based on the aadastral plans which are at scales

1:500, 1:1000, 1:1250, 1:2500 and 1:5000 as well as on other
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sources like the 1:50,000 Map and the National "opographical Series.
This gazetteer haz been produced utilizing computers and it is now
envisaged that the names file would be expanded while the present

Gazetteer is kept current.

3.4, The collection,standardizaticn and romanization of the
Geographical Names of the Island have bean carried out by the
Department of Lands and Surveys and the Cyprus Scientific Research
Centre. The toponyms were collected malnly from the cadastral plans,
other official map series and sources, After field checking they
were proccssed by glossologists of the Cyprus Scientific Research
Centre. Thereafter the names were submitted ‘o the Cyprus Permanent
Committee for the Standardization of Geographical Names for scrutiny

and approval.

3.5. It should be emphasized that durineg the process of preparation
of this Gazetteer, the Geographical Names, forming nart of the
history and cultural heritage of the communities living in Cyprus,

were fully respected by the competent authorities.

3.6 Tt is though regrettable that Turkey, through its occupying
forces and its organ, the so-called "Turkish Republic of Northern
Cyprus" has attempted to change the Geographical Names in the
occupied area of the Republie of Cyprus. Such attempts amount

to unauthorised interference in the affairs of an independent
state and illegal action asainst Cyprus, which is null and void
as 1t is contrary to International Law. "~ Since suﬁh change of
(lecgraphical Names does not conform with the resoluticns of
previous econferences on the Standardization of Ceograrhical Names,

it cannot be recognized, but ghoyld be condemned instead.,

3.7, As stated in the introductory note in the Gazetteer, the
geographical names are given in either Greek or Turkish as the case
may be and only the Greek names have been transliterated into the

Roman script.
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(b) Cyprus Administration and Road map at scale 1:250,000.
This map which is alsc coloured and bears the national
number series D.L.S.35, is in Turkish edition and the
Greek names are shown on it as pronounced by.the Turkish
Cypricts while the Turkish names are as shown in the

Gazetteer.

(¢) Cyprus Administraticn and Road Map Fnelish RBdition at
Scale 1:250,000. This map which is also coloursd and
bears the national number series D.L.S.36 shows the

standardized Greek names in Roman script and

(d) A Visiter's Map of Cyprus, knglish edition at scale
1:400,000, The map which is coloured shows the standardized
names in Roman script and the Turkish names, being

romanized, in Turkish scrint



