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PRINCIPLES, POLICIES, AND PROCEDURES:
DOMESTIC GEOGRAPHIC NAMES

SUMMARY

The systematic standardization of geographic names in the United
States began late in the 19th century. On September 4, 1890, President
Benjamin Harrison signed an Executive Order establishing the United States
Board on Geographic Names. From the beginning, the Board developed
principles of domestic names standardization that have stood the test of
time. A primary principle is formal recognition of present-day local
usage. To this end, the Domestic Names Committee and its supporting staff
work closely with State geographic names authorities, State and local gov-
ernments and the general public in order to determpine the choice, spelling,
written form, and application of each name for official use. The:full text
of the document is available for review in the display area.

[oen



E/CONF.79/L.20

English
Page 3
CONTENTS
Page
I, IO T OAUCEION oveveereennrrneeeenrecserasesseseasssasssssstassosssssssnesnsenessnsansessssnsesnsnnsnnnsnns i
U.S. Board on Geographic Names ..........c.ccocviviiiiiiiiniicciininiceeen, 1
Nature of domestic geographiC NAmMEeSs ........cooveiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiicincerceenana, 3
The National Geographic Names Data Base .............cocviviiemeiiiirinnnriensnenan, 4
Determining official NAMIES ...ccoiiiiiiiiiii e e rr e 4
Domestic Names deCISIONS .......ccociveeiieiiiintncretoeeteracisrecnneessnrnsearassssnsnnrnnes 6
Spelling of ZEORTaphicC NAMIES ... ...coivuiiiniiieiriiieeieiiiriirirererieeieerencsneesnensas 6
II. Domestic geographic names Principles ... ....cociirerviieriecerurrirerescecerarecnsnsses 7
Principle I: Use of the Roman alphabet .........c.cooiiiiininiirieiririrernseennees 7
Principle II: Names in 10CAL USAEE ......cccoiviriiiinricniencrureriricesnecnreresnonans 7
Principle I[II: Names established by Act of Congress .........c..cocvvvenvivnvennnns 7
Principle IV: Names established by other authorities .........ccocevvirvenrnennnns 8
Principle V: One name for one geographic entity .....ccoovvvviiiiiiiniienniennen. 8
Ili. Domestic geographic names POLCIES .......ccuiiiviiniiiiiiiiciiiiccreeneereecnnsncnons 9
Policy I: Names being considered by Congress ......c.cccceeveeevirecnrccrarnncasens 9
Policy TI: Name Changes .....c.ccoeviieiiiinnisrecrineriorscrirsrscesosesssorssesasscssnanses 9
Policy T: CommemorativVe NAMES .......c.coevviiieinceircrnreseciessesessssnsannsssascsns 11
Policy TV: WiIlderness ATCAS ... ...ccoviiiiiiririiostensecrtonmscesasessscsassnsantorasonanse 11
Policy V: Scientific naming NEeds ..........cccccveieiieienriiiareiiiencrcssensrecncscsnsnns 12
Policy VI: Derogatory NAMES .......cocervrererenrirtonsrerstrassnsesssrasecsaresssssssssnsase 13
Policy VII: Use of diacritical marks in domestic names ...........cccceeveruernen 15
Policy VIII: Names duplication ........c.coirerieieiiiiiciviiiiirersnernsncecsnsesosceosanns 16
Policy IX: Use of variant geographiC NaMes ........cccoevinieierineiccenncsncascsncane 16
Policy X: LONME NDAMES .. .occvviiiiiriiieieirericerasssrosssrissssrcrossssrsserssssssssssnnnsss 18
TV. Special procedures and guidelines .........c.ccceieieiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiienieeieiicnierocenns 20
Submitting name corrections and Changes ...........ccocieveiiiiiiiiiiineneceinennnes 20
Submitting nonrecorded names .........ccoevneiinnns e rmeeerereenenntnennaranannassanassosns 21
Methods of submitting corrections, changes, and nmrecorded names ........ 21
Proposing names for unnamed domestic features .............ccviviiiriiaiiriennee, 21
V. Editorial guidelines ........cccccceeimmriicrinininieceteneneiesioroteconssssrsrssssesnsorssssssscsse 26
WEALING MACKS ....cccvrneinininranascstonssesnsncnserssnssssrecsssssarsssssasssesnsssssnsssssssnnen 26
Abbreviations and nUMDBEr NAMES ...c.cooivieiniiiiriiiiiisiiiictirisissosersrsaresssnrnanes 26
Capitalization of geographic NAMES .......cccoviiiiieieiiiiiiriiiriinsieieririocecerercenns 27
Vi. Geographic — GeolOgiC MAMES ........cvvcieiiiiinnertmmneniiiiriinintssteerssisssarsssssnns 29
VI. Foreign geographiC NAMES ......cccvviiiieriiiierereieniersiimeiessisissrstsesasisasesessasanes 320
VIll. United Nations: international standardizalion ............cccccciiviniincicncncnnenns 32
Appendix A. Public Law 242 .......ccciciiiiimniiietnmomseiertrersseiesesessnsssesoresssnasessans 4
B. Decision factors and their definitions ...........c.ccoevvviiiiiiiiiinieninene 35.
C. Other terms and definitions .......cccoiviiiiiiniiinciiisinerorietnssssesonnnes 36



