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1; INTRODUCTION

1.1 The Present report is a brief review of the progress made in
Iran since the Third Conference on the Standardization of
Geog raphical Names,Athens,Aug.Sep 1277 .The period under re-
view coincides with the years of drastic changes that took
place in Iran subsequent to the Great Islamic Revolutien of
February 1979.The Islamic Republic of Iran that resulted from
that Revolution has since been governed by a constitution(ra-
tified by public referandum in April 1979) under which all go-
vernment policies are heavily dominated by Islamic ideals and
rules laid down in the Holy Koran. In September 1979 Iran be-
came engaged in a war that was imposed upon it by its western
Baathist regime,a war that has been going on ever since then.
Unfortunately,this war,in its early stages,hindered progress
in almost all fields of scientific activities but,gradually as
relevent oryanizations adjusted themselves to war conditions ,
scienti fi¢ activites were resumed,more or less on normal lines,
It is hoped that the present Conference will bear in mind the
prevalent conditions of the period under review when consider-

ing this report.

2; NATIONAL STANDARDIZATION
2.1 Upon occurance of the Great Islamic Revolution in Iran,the ac-
tivities of the Central Geocgraphic Names Authority,referred to
in cur report to the Third Conference,were stopped for some
time but it was not lang before the responsibility to carry out
the activities in guestion was entrusted to the National Geog-

raphical Organization that has since been renamed the Army



@eographical Office. This latter Office resumed the collection
of field infomation early in 1984. There was no basic change
in the procedure.The Village Identity Booklet,presented at the
Third Conference,has remained in use and work has been going

on satisfactorilly with the result that the number of place
name cards prepared for inclusion in the Gazetteer of Iran now
stands at no less than 37500 of which 23500 have been c¢ollected

since our last report.

3; FIELD_COLLECTION OF INFORMATION
3.1 The scheme for standardization of geographical names and veri-
fication of names by comparison of written and pronounced ver-
sions,was introduced in Iran many yYears ago and has been going
on vigorously without any change. Filling of village Identity
Booklets has gone on satisfactorilly by special teams of well

trained personnel.

3.2 Parrallel with the completion of boocklets in question,the 1:25-
0000 sheets have been extensively utilized in the field so that
no name shown on the latter maps has been omitted.Upto the time
of this report,of the total nunber of 138 sheets covering the en-
tire area of Iran no less than 116 or 84% have been processed

(see annexl).

4; NATIONAL GAZETTEER
4.1 The main objective of the activities outlined under 2 akove has
been collection of geographical infomation to be utilized in
the preparation of Natioconal Gazetteer of Iran.When completed the
series will comprise 138 wvolumes each of which will correspond
to one of the 138 sheets of the 1;250000 maps that cover the
whole of Iran. Upto date 70 volumes or 50% of the complete se-

ries have been published {sese annex 2).

5; CHANGES_IN GEOGRAPHIC NAMES
5.1 One ¢f the great impacts of the Islamic Revolutuion has been the
change in geographic names. The process began when,soon after
the success of the Revolution,the general public began replacing
street names, village names and even city names,having some con-

nection with the previous regime,with names of their own choice.



When this became a tendency after the Revoluticn,the Ministry
of Interior of the Islamic Republic of Iran felt compelled to
bring the process undr contrcl and to lay down rules that
govern the changes in geographical names.Such changes affect-
ed the urban names more than anything else with the results
that almost in all cities,streets and avenues were renamed af-
ter the war martyrs that lived in the neighbourheccods.Disregar-
ding such urban changes altogether,it must be remembered that
since the success of Islamic Rewolution some 112 cities,count-
ies and villages have been officially renamed. A complete list

of such changes is shown in annex 3 te this report.

6 BREGIONAL_ACTIVITIES

6.1 Since the fomation of an Persian Group and the fomal accep-
tance of transliteration system propsed by Iran back in 1967
Iran took appropriate steps for implementation of aims and ob-
jectives of the United Nations Conference for the Standardiza-
tion of Gewgraphical Names within the above mentiocaned region .
Between 1967 and 1977 three regional meetings were ormanized
in Tehran in which representatives ¢cf Afghanistan and Fakistan
participated.In the course of these mesa2tings minor discrepanc-
ies in the writing systems of the three countries w=re smoothed
out and full agreement was reached in transliteration of Latin
geog raphical names into Persian and visa versa.However, between
the Third and the Fifth Conference no regional activity hzs heen
possible because of the unfortunate and imposed wayr in Iran and

the civil wars in Afghanistan.

7; COMPOSITION OF SQUTH-WEST ASIA DIVISION

7.1 Ever since the First United Nations Conference on the Stand-
ardization of Geographical Names, Afghanistan,Iran, Pakistan
and the Persian speaking republics of the USSR were logicall
grouped together to formm the Farsi{Persian) or the Asia-South
West Division. This Division, with strong linguistic afinit-
ies,worked very well when its members were brought together
on the occasions of regional meetings at which all issues of
common interest were settled amicably and with utmost under-
standing (It should be noted that the Persian speaking Soviet

Republics never participated in such regional meetings). The
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gsuccess of this group was mainly due to common linguistic and

geographical characters that existed among its members.

When the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names
held its 8th. Session in March 1979,Iran could not attend the

meeting because of the resons indicated in 1.1. above.

In the ccurse of its 8th.session the Group of Experts reviewed
the divisional compositicon and accepted the following grouping
in place of the Persian Division;

Asia,Scuth West Division{other than Arabic speaking countries)
Afghanistan,Iran,Israel,Pakistan,Turkey (see secticn 7% of the

report of the 8th. session).

With the absense of experts from Iran at the aforementioned

Bth. session,it appears that no objection was raised to the
above regrouping but in the course of the Fourth United Nations
Conference on the Standardization of Geographical Names, Geneva,
September 1982,Iran fomally protested against its being part of
the same division as Israel (see Report of the fourth Confe-
rence,Vol.l,.,chapter 2,page 7} .Furthermore,in the course of the
10th. session of the UN Group cf Experts on Geographical Names,
Geneva,Sep.1962,several members obhjected streneously to the com-
position of sbme divisions (see report of the 1Q0th.session,sec—
tien 22) when it was agreed that the subject of divisional com~
positions be explored fully by the Group of Experts at its llth.
session.At the 1lth.,as well as at the l2th.sessions of the Group
cf Experts, representatives of Iran strongly renewed their pro-
test(see report of the 12th. Session,Para.88). and the final de~

cission was deferred to Fifth con ference.

The present Conference is therefore reguested to note that the
Islamiec Republic of Iran strongly objects te the above compo-
sitian of Asia,South,West Diviszion{other than Arabic speaking
countries)and requests exclusion, from this division,of Israel
that has nothing linguistically or geographically in common with
the remaining members of the Division.Iran earnestly hopes that

this Conference will adopt appropriate decisions.
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