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~Session of the UN Group WORKING PAPE~ No[1~‘
of Experte an Geographical Names

New York~ 5—16 Maroh 1973

W071~ING GROUP ON A SINCLE flOM!JIZATION SYSP~ FOR EACH
NON-ROMAN WRI‘~NG SYz MINUTES 0? SECOND MEETING — 8 MARCE 1971

l~ lt was agreed that Mr0 Pa would serve as the expert with reaponsibility
tor Persian.

2. Certain aspeots of the problem dealth vith in Woricing Paper No0 10 might
oome thin the province of the Working Gx‘oup, but it was agreed to await
the outoome of full disousaion of this paper by the Group of Experte.

3. In dieouasion of Working Paper No. 12, there was further conaideration of
the donor/‘eoeiver principle as re da romanization. lt was a@~eed that in cases

er. a~eement on a single ~‘Btem was not poseible the best solution attainable
in present oiroumetanoea would be oompromise of the sort iflustrated by resolution
5 of the London Confererzoe concerning Bu1gari~i.

40 In diaoussion of Woricing Pa~er No. 14, it was agreed that the question of
a eingle international phanetio alphabet tor the writing of geo~raphioal n:imea was
beyond the terms of reference of the Woricing Group.

5. The draft reomaization System tor the Greek alphabe (Working Paper No. 13)
preparsd, in oollaboration with Cyrpaa~ by a apecial coramission within the Greeic
Miniatry of Culture was, with minor editorial additions, aooeptable to the Working
Greup as an international system tor the tranaliteration of Greek.

6. Despite the appearance of tour new Systems tor the transliteration ot
Arabio in Algeria Mauritanis Morocco and Tunisia, the Working Qroup still be].ieved
atrongly in the deairability ot having a sin~1e uniform transliteration system
applioable in all the oountries of the Arab world. The hope was expre;sed that
the Arab League would give further consideration to this matter0

7. With regard to the amended Beirut system tor the tranaliteration of Arabic
recomeneded wider resolution 9 ot the L don Conference, the Working Group agreed
a finalized test of the table to be ainexed to the resolution in the printed
Report of the London Conferenoe.

The minori~ view was expreased by Nr. A1—l‘ayez that a more appropriate
tranaliteration of the Arabic letter) uld be

80 The report of the Iran—At~ianiatan ~egLona1 Meoting on the tranaliteration
of Per~ian and Paehtu geographical namea was stulied with interest. lt was noted
that resolution 13 of the Geneva Conferenoe ooncerning the roEnanization of Iranian
geograpbioal names s eti~.1 valid, and the Working Group reoommended that the next
Iran—Afghanistan regional ineeting would oontinue to study the poasibility of
reaching agreement an a uniform tranaliteration of Persien names in the two oountr~ es
and on trans]iteration of the additiona]. letters of the Paahtu alphabet.

Nr. Page offered to provide comparative tables of exiating transliterafio
aystems tor Persian and Paahtu to assiat the Workin,g Group in their studies. 1 ~

e a ed that all documerita and circulars pe~taining to this queation shoulci be
sent to Nr. Yaghoubi at the Dep~rtment of Cartograpby in Kabul. The Iran—Afghanistan
Regional Meeting uld keep the Working Group informed of developments.
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9. The Minutes of the Firat Meeting o~ the Working Group at the fiftb seesion
( orking Paper No. 26) ware approved uith un.nor amendmente.

100 The Working Group expressed ita ~iUin~zeea, aubjeot to final decision b~r .the
Group of Experte to take into conaidaration ~oo1ema raiaed by new alphabete and
ohanged orthographies es far as these affec~ed the atandardization of geographioal
namea.

11. The Working Group expressed the hcpe that thera mi t be rapid impleme~tation
of resolution 13 of the London Conference ornoerning publioation of international
rozar&ization eystems already agreed.
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