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The Regicnal Heeting-on transliteration of geographical names was held at
0200 hoursy 13 Tebrusxy 1973, at the State’s Geographical Organization by
Lo Sadashdeng Chiefl, State’s Geographical Organizationy Dr. Mahyar Navabi,

couor ant Lirector of Language Groupy Teheran University; Dr. M. Hasan Ganji,
5 and Iirseter of the Geography Group, Teheran Universitys Dr. Kagem Vadi-ee,
Gesgraphy, Toheran Universitys M.G. Nurbakheh, Deputy Chief, State's
CGeosvarbleal Urgenientlon: BoG. Daneshvar, Scientific Diréctor of Geographical
Irfernntiony B.G. Ehalvati, Technical Director of Topographic Operations;
Colesel Deneckvar, Chief, Foreign Relations; Colonel Shah;Bandeh, Adviser to
tke {eographicel Informntion’e Scientific Directorate and Engineer Mozafareddin Yaghou
Chiafy Certography Dopariuent of Afghanistan.
TACEIRCUED

Wien tho first Ualted IUntione Conference on the Standardigation of Geographical
Cane wes hold dn Gszmvag Svitzerland, in Shahrivar 1347 (2-22 September 1967) Iran
etionded thie Confersnce anmd the procedure on conversion of Farsi geographicel
f.enct o Latin wae approved and thé Farsi spoaeking countries group was designated.
czoreg iram wae azelgned to teke appropriate measures on holding a regionsl
noaning &% a convenlent time.

Fors

Yoring tbe past tvo or three years it vwas hopéd that Iran and Afghanistan
voeuld Ting & chance 4 got togather to discuss the question of writing Farsi
grograzilesl nanes im Latin, but unfortunately this chance was never found due
to the imability for Afghanistan to attend such a meeting.

Iv. Doy, 1351 {(the ronth ending January 20, 1973), the GOI authorized the
ftate’s Goographicel Orgenizotion to request the Government of Afghanisten to
neninate e repregentative to attend the preliminary conference ou transliteration
of goographlcel namre. As Engiheer Yaghoubi, President of the Cartography
Departuent of Afghanistan, the State's Geographical Organization officially
ivvited kin to come ic Iran for a period of one week to discuse the subject
patier,

ZER FinSt HEBETING

Toe fires meeting of the preliminary conference begen with the inaugural
spoceh of LoG. Sadeghien ap followse

"To begln with, I would like to thank Mr. Yaghoubi of our friendly and
brother country of Afghanistan who hie come to Iran by invitation of the State‘s
Googrephlenl Orgendzation. The regional confereance on transliteration of geo=
gravhicel mance vhich has been approved by His Impericl Majesty the Shehanshab
in koreby beingp intngurated."
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rhoubl, tho represmtative of Afghanistan saids

ve of the Government of Afghenisten, it is indeed 2
oo o Ze e to atvend thoe conference on the transliteration of Farsi,
rmogrephleal nanes. Thank you for your hospitality. I hope
zrand the ensuing onos would eucceed in consolidating
-z creteme of the two couatries and would prepare a detailed

& e that not oaly Afghenistan and Iran, but the United Nations
Co Then Ceneral Sadeghian gave a

. cport Lo the meeting on the background of the subject rmatter end
M GRS erated ¢ procefure for the coanversion of Farsi and Latin geo-

a6 and requested the Afghanist n represgentative 'to have it studied

S x:ze::t«:;@f.ngﬁ rrecided over by L.G. Sadeghien, ¥:e held on 13 Pebruary 1973

“v Coographicel COrganization. The Cheirmen, after giving a brief
i oo the wotcriels presented to the meeting by Mr. Yaghoubi, stated that

vty cw prodedure proposed by Afghanistan h&d besn ingpired from a ssnse

P

af Do mmedicnel co-opiration. Then Mre Yaghoubi informed the meeting how

Tre: ovnobtretton of goographical names t kes place in Afghanistan., He soids
Yornory oeniuieon, %tho following measures must be t-ken im transliteration

1o Ecicotien and improvesment of short syllables system covering all

coovtries of th? world and official adaptation of this system by the UN.
2 A1l gesgraphlcal names or at lezet the siynificant ones such as the
werse of capitnles, porte; tewns and other internationally important
rlzcze be reghistered in maps on the basis of the relevant country‘e
vizws and counentb.

3. Friparaticl of a gosgrephicel dictionary.

&, Utilizztlon of the views 'nd idezs of experts and the miteriale that
cizer counsries bave prepared in this regard.

8., Boosd en both systems of Iren and Afghanistan, the meeting must try
e 22t up & Joint systen to m.et the requirements of the two courtriesy
s voll ce thoce of the rest of the world,"
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o Ynghéuhi thien went on to explain the folluwiny%ﬁ
1- he trnnsliiurution systen.
2; whe tuchnicnl terminalo~ics of zeorraphical names
per 'z;.inin{: fo the uﬂuus prepared "m' -‘.;1‘5:11&! is td'l carto~.
deDhV under a spec1a11 ,ulletln mn, 1
:mtt'in(.;jvup a task comm:tttee, the meeting then ‘nevan
s to otudy‘rev1eW'and compure tnL trunsllteration ‘SyS-
ten:® éf 4fvhdnlstan w1th the svstex of qovernnent of

. -

lran approved by the first tr#ns%&%exai;nn_conference
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‘he thlrd mcetln" was held in tﬂe éfternoon of re; 10,1970
 at>the same place. The report of the task comm1ttec vas |
‘studied and after necessary d;scu551on agreement was reachedi
';on the followinp 1nstances. |

1- in regard to selectlon of 2o letters from rarsz alpha-

',bgt‘as.equivalent_to Lﬁtin‘Iéiters, cohplete“agreemént

- ] - : ) il

was reached as per following
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For dual pronounciation of V (vave) use of V and ¥ was p.p
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2. In regard to the krem‘virning 9 letters of the Iranian system as well

3

4o

ag the remaining signs and letters contained in the eystem proposed
by Afghanistan, it was agreed that Mr. Yaghoubi, with due consideration
to the Iraniasn system and approvals of the Geneva convention, try to
adjust their system upon final approv:l of the system proposed by
Iran and investment of the governments on }roducfion of geographical
mape and dictionaries. ,

In certain instances, the discrepancies were.quite n;inor and pertained
to the signs placed above or under certain consohgnt letters. It is
hoped that the two countries experts would understandingly reach en
agreement on wnification of the signs and would attain fruitful
results from their efforts,

The meeting confirmed the necsssity for seleotion and use of certain
specific eign.: for Poshtu and Afghanie words.

THE FOURTH MEETING

The fourth regional meeting on traneliteratioh of geographical names was
held on 15:Fabruary 1973 at the same place and the following points were agreed

upons
1.

20

3o

That the reportb-éf this meeting, as well as the materials presented

' 4n 4t on the Afghan writing system be furnished to the United Nations

Group of Experts which will hold its meeting in March 1973.in Few York.
That it be recommended that the United Natione Organization take
appropropriate action for breparation of aicoépralisasive phonetio. .
alphabet to include all vowels available in &ll languages ¢f the world
so that in the future it can serve as a basis for the geographical
dictionaries,

Between the time the GCroup of Experts terminates work in New York

and the date the third United Kations Conference on the Standardization
of Geographical Names will be held, the regional meeting of Farsi-
speaking countries will be held in Kabul or in Teheran.

THE FIFTH MEETING

The £fifth regional meeting on transliteration of geographical names
presided over by MNr, L.G. Sadeghien was held on 15 February 1973 in the State's
CGeographical Organigzation. After adequéte exchange of views the following
resolution was prepared and ,pproved at the meeting.



RESOLUTI O

The mesting expresced its appreciation for the help extended to it by the
Government of Iran in general and the State’s Geographicel Organigzation in
-particular as vell as to the Government of Afghanistan which contributed to
the success of the meeting and muade scientific co-operation between the two
countries possible L:.ysending its efficient and well informsd representativs
to the meeting. v

2. The meeting confirms the significance of transliteration of geographical
names and its role in development of international understanding.

3. The meeting lauds endeavors of the UN®s Economical Commission for
facilitating establishment of the first and second mestings and appreciates
the efforts of the committes of experts and the task groupe which kelped pave
the rcad for meetings operations. - o |

4. The meeting appreciates the ecientific efforts of Iran and Afghanistan
for obtaining s national, regional and universal transliteration system,

5o The meeting coafirms that the Afghanistan proposed system wold. -
meet the requirements of Afghen lenguages (Poshtu and Dard).

6. The meeting was happy to announce that complete agreement had been
reached between Iran end Afghanistan on the selection of the equivalent of
23 Latin letters from among the letters of the Farsi alphabet. With regard to
the remaining 9 Farsi alphabet letters, arr:ngements were made with Mr. Yaghoubdi
to try to bave them generalized im future Afghan mepe and other geo;raphical
documents. |

7. The meeting confirms that the plen on transliteration of geographical
names from Poshtu to Latin which has beesn assigned to the United Natioms Group
of Expertsthould be studied together with Mr. Yaghoubi’s plan and ,t the same
time. ‘ »
€. The meeting confirms the necessity for holding its eecond meeting in
Teheran or in Kabul betweon March 1973 and the date the third Confersnce on
transliteration is supposed to be held..



Repressntative of GOI

L.G. Sadeghian

Gen. Hossain Furbakhsh
Gen. Houshang Daneshvar
Brig. Gen. Khalvati
Cé1. Ali Daneshvar

Transglated bys Lotfoliah Owzar

Representative of Government
of Afghanistan

Engr. Mozafareddin Yaghoubi

Dr. Mahyar Ravabi
Dr. Hasszan QGanji
Dr. Kazem Vadi es
Col. Mehmood Shahbandeh



