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1. Language

1.1 General remarks

Turkish is the only nation-wide official language of the country.

1.2 National language

1.2.1 The Turkish alphabet

Since 1928 Turkish is written in the Roman/Latin script with diacritical marks
for some vowels and consonants. The Turkish alphabet and its phonetic
transcription is given below:

Transcription key for the Turkish alphabet

Phonetic Phonetic
Letters transcription letters transcription
A a M n m
B b N n n
¢ ¢ ds 0 o o
C ¢ &;td 0 & o038
D 4 d P p p
E o e R »r r
F £ r g 8 g
G g g
g Bt h P ¢ £
I 1 vil U u u
T 4 2 U d U
J J Vv v v
K k g;k I vy y;Je
L 1 Z g 2

The so~called "Umlaut letters" 6 and i are separately treated in alphabetical
indexes and gazetteers. The letter "§", called "soft g", lengthens the preceding
vowel and never occurs at the beginning of a word. Turkish "h" is always clearly
pronounced, and the letter "y" is always used as a consonant. The consonant "k" is
palatalized before and after front vowels (e, i, & and {i) and before a and u in
some words of Arabic and Persian origin which are then marked with a circumflex

accent (&, 0).

1l.2.2 Spelling rules for Turkish geographical names

Geographical names of the country are written according to general spelling
rules of the Turkish language and in the officially approved version. By "official

version of geographical names" is meant those forms prescribed by the Ministry of
the Interior and the General Directorate of Mapping, in addition to names of
regions and some relief features approved by the Turkish Geographical Society.
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There are, however, no explicit official rules for the spelling of Turkish
geographical names. Nevertheless, the following principles are generally applied
as regards the spelling of geographical names:

(a) Geographical names consisting of a single word are always capitalized.
Examples: Sakarya, Merig¢, Almanya

(b) Compound names consisting of an adjective and a noun are always
capitalized and written in one word.

Examples: Uludaﬁ, Bliylikada, Gaziantep, Akdeniz, Karadeniz, BozdaJ,
Akdag

(c) Compound names having a generic term are written separately and only the
first word is usually capitalized.

Examples: Ege denizij Toros daglarij Istanbul bodazij; Kiilek gegidij
Marsilya limani

Usage is, however, divided over capitalizing generic terms, and
therefore, sometimes, particularly in formal writings, generic terms are
also capitalized.

Examples: Ege Denizi; Toros Daglarij Istanbul Bogazi

(d) Single or compound names of countries and geographical regions are always
capitalized and written separately.

Examples: Almanya Federal Cumhuriyeti; Amerika Birlegik Devletlerij
Sovyetler Birligij; Biiyllkk Britanya; Dodu Avrupaj Bati Trakya

{(e) The same rule of capitalization and separation is generally applied to
names designating administrative units, streets, roads and avenues, where
the generic term has usually a lower case initial, official writings
excepted.

Examples: Istanbul ilij fstiklal caddesi; Atatiirk bulvari (in
official writipgs, however, the generic term is also often
capitalized: Istanbul Ilij; Istiklal Caddesij Atatiirk Bulvari)

(f) A hyphen is used only when the determinative element consists of several
geographical names.

Examples: Baltik-Karadeniz kanalij; Karasu-Aras dadla;
Cimen~Kop daﬁlari; U§ak-G6rdes platosuy Trakya-Koca platosu

1.2,3 Linguistic substrata recognizable in Turkish place-names

Owing to its intermediate position between two continents and different
cultural realms, Turkish territories were settled by various civilizations coming

oo
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from almost all directions in the far past. Therefore, in a considerable number of
Turkish place—-names an extremely complicated linguistic substratum is recognizable,
which is a natural outcome of cultural inheritances, superimpositions and
combinations during more than 10,000 years of human occupation of the country.
Linguistic substrata are particularly evident in Turkicized names of several very
old urban settlements dating back to antiquity or even to prehistoric times
(examples: Kayseri -~ Caesareaj Ankara - Ancyraj; Malatya - Melitene;

Gankiri - Gangra etc.); in names of some important rivers (examples:

Sakarya - Sangarius; Firat - Euphrates)j; and in names of a few high mountains
(examples: Toros - Taurus Mons; Erciyas - Argaeus M.). On the other hand, almost
all rural settlements, most of which were founded by Turks, and almost all other
place-names (such as the names of mountains, peaks, hills, highlands, valleys,
lakes, swamps, streams, escarpments, woods, pastures etc.) have names of purely
Turkish origin, i.e., they were named anew by Turks who settled in Anatolia,
arriving from the east in the eleventh century.

1.2.4 Dialects/Standard Turkish

There are some slight dialectical and phonetic differences and variations in
Turkey and they are reflected also in local geographical names (examples:
Ankara = Englirii, Angaras Gankiri = Gangirij Karadeniz = Garadeniz;
Bozh8yiik = Bozliylik etc.). But such variations in pronunciation are disregarded and

geographical names are written in a form corresponding to standard Turkish.

2. Name standardization and name authorities

2.1 Name standardization

Attempts to standardize geographical names in Turkey started in the late 1930s
when the Ministry of the Interior set up a special committee on standardization of
names of inhabited places. In 1941, at the first congress of the Turkish
Geographical Society, urgent need for standardization was strongly emphasized, and
it was urged that spelling principles be established and standardized versions of
geographical names be prescribed as they occurred in publications of the Ministry
of the Interior and on official maps produced by the General Directorate of
Surveying. At present, works on name standardization are in progress but not yet
concluded.

2.2 Name authorities

There are actually several Turkish name authorities competent to standardize
various categories of geographical names. First, names of administrative units and
inhabited places are standardized by the Permanent Committee on Geographical Names
set up by the Ministry of the Interior. A second name authority is composed of
local municipal boards: they have the competence to standardize or change names of
city-quarters, streets, roads, squares, parks etc. A third name authority is the
General Directorate of Mapping (Harita Genel Miidiirliigii), which is responsible for
mapping and name collecting. The majority of geographical names are standardized
by this authority and, in general, the names on the Turkish map 1:25,000 are
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regarded as official names, particularly in undecided cases. A fourth authority
will be the National Board on Geographic Names: at present, it is being organized
as a joint interministerial and academic body in order to co-ordinate and
accelerate efforts of standardization. The Board will be given legal competence to
standardize all categories of geographical names in Turkey, and will also be
responsible for exonyms, names of maritime and undersea features and
extraterrestrial name proposals.

3. Source material

3.1 Maps

The official topographic and administrative maps of Turkey are produced by the
General Directorate of Mapping (Harita Genel MildiirliY§ii, Ankara), whereas production
of official nautical charts are the responsibility of the Department of Navigation,
?ydrography and Oceanography (Seyir, Hidrografi ve Oginografi Dairesi, Qubuklu,

stanbul).

(a) Topographic map, 1:125,000., Most other maps of smaller scale are based on
this map. It consists of 5,525 sheets. Completed, 1975.

(b) Topographic map, 1:100,000. It covers all Turkey and consists of 395
sheets. Produced between 1965 and 1970.

(c) Topographic map, 1:250,000. It consists of 71 sheets., Campleted in 1973,
(d) Topographic map, 1:500,000. Sheets of this map are included in The New

Atlas of Turkey (Yeni Tirkiye Atlasi), produced by the General Directorate of
Mapping, 1977. '

(e) Nautical charts at various scales (ranging from 131,000,000 to 1:12,500),
produced by the Department of Navigation, Hydrography and Oceanography.

3.2 Gazetteers
(a) Inhabited places and administrative units:

"Tiirkiye Miilki idare BSlimleri", published by igigleri Bakanli¥i, Iller
faaresi Genel Midiirlii3i, Seri II, No. 5, Ankara, 1978, Contains
standardized official names of 36,546 inhabited places by administrative
units (1 August 1977 status))

(b) Geographical names in general:

Yeni Mirkiye Atlasi, 1977 includes an alphabetically arranged gazetteer
based on the 1:1500,000 map. The gazetteer is produced by automatic data
processing, and contains nearly 30,000 geographical names, with their
geographical co-ordinates.

/I-o
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{(c) Name changes:

"Yeni Tabii Yer Adlari, 1977%; igigleri Bakanli¥i fller idaresi Genel
Midlir 18y, Seri III, No. 1, Ankara. This gazetteer, produced by a
comittee of experts set up within the framework of the Ministry of the

Interior, contains changes made in names of physiographic features,
indicating also their former names.

/..o
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b, A short glossary of generic terms, adjectives and other words
appearing on Turkish maps

848 ceessseccees i8land
8BAC ecececccsces tree
3839111{ tescssse RTOVe
aQJ.l sevsecsssceca livestock enclosure
AhgaD ssessesese wooden
B cvsesscesscee White
8XATEU cesssccee mmg water
8l8N esesceseceee Clétaring; deforested area
ara minhaniler.. intermediate contours
801t eceeveceones DONUMEnt
araba yolu ceees Cart track
arteziyen kuyusu arcverian well
8skeri cevecvecee milital'y
asma kUpri «...s Bvspension bridge
888l ccececeses Lowor
8Y8ZMA seeesesse & spring or fountain which is
rexarded as sacred
azmak esescecesse abandoned channel of & river
DBCA sevesscscse chimney
baFl1K ceessscse Vineyawrd
bahGe sscccceers garden
baral ceeecccesss Water reservoir; dam
bataklik .eeeese SwWamp; marsh
batl eeevsccenne WQBt; western
DOEBZ eeeeesesee ZOTgO; Sea channel
bostan sesececcee truck garden
bostan dolabir .. irrigation wheel
boylam ceeescose 1°ngltude
boyun eecscsssees Mountain saddle
DOZ eevecsescsre gray
HOZKIY cevossens StCP'PQ
bulak esesssceee SPring; source
burun .....-......capei point
buzul seesevrsecess glacier
DUK csessvsccees bush; wood
bUylk eceesscesoce luse; great
caml senvevcccee mnesque
Callayane.esese0 casScade
¢alllik eseeeeces bushland
Gatak esesescesees Junctionjbifurcation
GAY esvevescsces Small stream
111K ecseseee Neadow
ce tiK ceseessecee Irice field
CEBMEe cesvesesss fountain
Qift ecssseresee double
Qiftlik svescere farm
Qit ssesesenvese fencﬂ, hedgo
GLELY eeccssse.ess Stream course
G1% siperi ..... Bnowshed
Qal ssecsssescse dosert
GUKUT secccnvsce depresaion; sink
dal seecccscsoce mountain
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dag geqidi ecsessse Mountain pass, col
dar ssesvsscesssese NATTOW
dazkir seescen. deserviec steppe
defirmen ..sesvese mill
demir cceeeceveses iron
demirkopril ¢eesese iron or steel bridge
demil’y()lu esssesses railroad
demiryolu,¢ift
hatli.. double track reilroad
deniz cvevccccscce BOR
denizfeneri .seecee lighthouﬂe
GBI'® socvececceces brook,creek,rivulet
dere yatafl ...... s8trean bed; stream channel
derin sacecsceccce dOQp
devlet hududu .... international boundary;state
boundary
devlet yolu ..e.e.e state road
dikenli tel seee.. barbed wire
dOfU sevecvecssces east, sastern
dUT8X eecsessvaccne Btop; halt
diden seeeesseeces BWELlOW hOlO; ponor
QlUZ ececocccncssce flat; flatland
enerji nakil hatti powerline
erlem seessceveesced8tituds
eski LA A N NN N NN NN ] old
fabrika secseese.s factory; plant; works
fidanlik sesseecss plant nursery
fastaklak secesese pistachio grove or plantation
gegicl goleescense 1ntermittent lake
gecilmez ssesvssvee impasaablﬁ
geQit‘ ssssssvesese DSBS DpASSage
gevgek satih ..... loose surface
861 cssesncecresss LRKO
gﬁlet esesesscsses 8Small dam
grafik 0l¢ek ..... graphic scale
grid ysklagma ag¢i-
s.. grid convergence angle
glil bah¢esl .eseee rose garden
gimrik mahalli ... custon house
glNney eeeseseesees BOUth;southern
han ssencssescsnece
harabe scseeeeeeses ruins
ham Y0l seesessess unimproved road
hava alenl sseesss &ir field
havuz seseccccscee pOOl
Lavza ecececenseeese bagsin
hendeX cveececeseeses ditch
heykﬁl sscsscnsess Statue
hilyﬁk eesssecssnee mound
ibreli afac¢lar ... coniferous trees
idari taksimet ... administrative divisions
Il sescsvvcsseceece CAVE
iskel® sevecscccee landing
istaﬂyon sesssesees Btation
igaretler soeceeee legend
kablo mahalli .... cable terminal
kaldirimly yol ... stone paved road
kal® seesvscccocese oastle; fortification
kamiglik eescecsee & patch of land covered by reeds
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kanalet eceeceseeses flume

KBY8 ceeeesesssese black

kwa L B B BN B R K BN AR N N N lmd

kapllca sesesseces hOL SprinSS

kas evesssssesesee &8CATDREENt

kavgak cavecesvoce JunCtion

K8yl seeseeseacess TOCk

l{a,yallk asevsscsscne rocky ground

kaynak ceessesvrsse Bource,spring

KBZA eessesssssesss Gdministrative district

kaza merkezi .e.... district center

kervansaray .esse.es historical inn

X11i86 eeeceveseess church

KLTOG essseceeesss Waste, uncultivated land

klrgl baylrl eseese badlands

K182K ecessesceeee gorge, vater gap, cluse

K1Z1)l cecevsccecsss red

kokurdan eseceeesees karstic sinkhole

komgu pafta ....ee 8djoining map sheet

KOY esscscscsccnes DAY

koy&k seevsecssssss BinkhOIQ, doline

k'o'prii evesssssncse bridsa

kOrfez ceevceccene su-lf

k5y esnssccessscee VillaSQ

XrOmM cecesssecssecees Chrome

KUm eeeeccesescees s8and

kumluK eecsssesese Bandy ground

kuliibe® esecccccces hut’ Bhe.nty

KUTU ceevevenscces

kuru dere .see... - intermittent strea.

kuru hendek ese.. dry ditca

kuyu se0sesnensce vell

kuzey tsesscennsee ﬂorth; northern

kuqﬁk tovescecsocne Small, little

liman seeccessscsee h&rbour; por’t

BAd6N eeeeseescees Mine

MAFATE eseesssesee CAVE

mehalle .e.eesveees tOwn quarter;part of a dispersec

rural settlement

M3XKi eeeeevsssesss BCrub, macchia

menastly cceececess monas%ery

Nondlra cecscsscse dairy farm

MErA seevscossssees pasture; p;razing ground

nneyve bahgesi ..+ Orchard

mezarlik se.see.00 cemetery

NEZLrBA ,ecssseeseee tORpoOrary or permanent agricultural
rural settlement

milli park essscees National park

muvakket eesee . teupourary

minhaniler ....eso COntours

minhani arali$fl... contour interval

NBASE eesoeseeress f8llOW

D&hiy® scesccccccce subdistrict

nehiye merkezi ... subdistrict center

nehir N I NN N N NN NN N river

nirengi noktasi... triangulation point

ObD@ sessvasscssees NONadic or semi-nomadic settlement
associated with livestock rising

[eoo
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OBTUK seeescesssses karstic pit;Jama

OKUl secescscccsese Bchool

OIWAN escressesssessfoOrest, wood

Ort8 ecescesecseeeee middle

OVE ecesvsessssssess plain, lowland

O1CeK seacovesvocee scale

OT€N ceeesssvrseces Tuing; remnants of an abandoned
settlement

6zel igaretler .... legende

pafta esBOOGLIBEIBSIISIEY map Bheet

patika esssssssseses footpath

petI‘OI bOrusuy seeee 0il pipeline

PINAY seecvcvevsoee Bpring

radyo kulesi ...... radio mast

rakim noktasl ..... spot elevation

T1htIM sesscosconee quay

I‘Olyef sesesssenses Tolief

riizgar deffirmeni... wind mill

BBITNILGC eesscecescee ciBtBI‘n

88Z11K ececevvencens ruShy ground

sebze behgesi ..... truck garden

86dde seeecccscasses embankment; levee

BeKl ceeecevescssces torrace

Bel ceecesscesscass torrent

86l yarintisi seeq. gully

serenli eseeses BSWOEp well

sert satihli yol .. hard surfaced road

seyriisefere misait. navigable

BlN1YL ecessceccscone boundary, frontier

BiNAZOR esesscesese BYynagogue

BU sseeescscesescee Water

8uglkan ...sescee0e karstic spring;resurgence

sulama kenaly ....s irrigation ditch

SUNdUIMA seesesceee shed

BUlU seeenconcoscoe containing water

BUBUZ eeevsccccsses

au degimcni eseeee water mill

8U depoSU .eseseses Water tank

8U hiZaIrl ceeseecsse Water-powered saw

su kemeri eccecevsce aquaduc'b

ﬁelale secsssvrensce Watorfall cascade

O8O seessencrccsne hiShway, land road

£8rle sececsccesees field

tarihi savag yeri.. historic battlefield

17 1 S stone

tasllk sessssancese Btony ground

tagocall cececccese QUATTy

tAVA sseesessesesee Bmall karstic deprQSSIOn doline

Yepe senerecescvene hlll.r sunmit

tek hatli demiryolu single-track railroad

telefon hatti ..... telephone line

telgraf hattil ..... telegraph line

tulumball kuyw .. prmp well

turunggiller soee ¢itrus fruits

tuz ..‘......‘.... salt

tuzlU seveecvccsans !alty
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tuzlu g6l eenee- S3|t lake

tinel ceecececesccee tunnel

tUrb® eseccesessesee shrine
uluslararasi sinar. international boundary
UZUN cceosvoserseace lONG

vadl cececssevcccce valley

Vilﬂyet esscessscse province

vilayet merkezi ... province center
yaprakli agaclar... decldvous trees

V8T essccescccrcose cliff; abrupts slope
yarlmada teessseense peninﬂula

¥8y8 JOlU ceceessee foot-path
JOT18 ccevcccceccees Summer pasture; highland; settlement

inhabited during summer; vplateau
YOZ1L ceccccvcceccee B track of flatland
yeldegirmeni .escee wind mill
yeni eeccccsccssece NOW
y°1 (A E NS RN NN ENNRENN) ro“
JUk&rl sscceesceccee UppOr
yﬁkﬁﬁk ecsescssrvenve high
zeytinlik escssssse OLLVE gTOVe
ZiTVe ceevescscccne 3ummit; pGﬂk
ziyaret yeri ..s¢.. sacred place; shrine

5. Abbreviations used on the official map of Turkey 1:25,000

Abbreviation Decoding English equivalent

Ad. eeescescseses AdB=BL seeeseseese is8land
Aeo essecessnce AGII evsscsesscse livestock enclosure
Akga.@nk. sseseses Akaryskait tanki ... oiltank
Amnbe seeeseecees Ambar esscssesess Btorehouse
A¥Ze¢ oecsccsccose AYQZNR qecctsccace christian spring
B esesessssese DBAKIYT escsvcscese CODPOr
Bk, seessssesee Bokei kuliibesi s guard house
Bg. eessecseccces BOBRZ sevssesssese Strait,gorge
Bo. secsscsessce quun secscnesvees Saddle
Burun

Br, eosssencsee ecssvsscseees CEDE

Ce ssscssscsnee c.’ sssccsscsvse Btream,generally small
c1.81. eesaiecece celik 8110 cceces. Steel Bilo(for @un)
Czo escsscscesse q’sne’ sesccessces fountain
¢ Lo secececcene ciftlik eesscesssss f&IM
Dly. ssesscccces DBlYSD cecccccccesn fishing area
Dg. sssscsscsace chirn.n eeessssee mill
D. escessescsese DOre essssessssns Drook
Du, essseesssese Durak (Donoyoda)coo Stop (railroad)
Elk. evsccccccese ELOKLTIK se0eveveee 0lectric
b, essscscsese FODTIKA coesceccoce factory
Ge s0ssecssses Gol eevessnsess lake
Ib. ssessssssse Harabe (Tarihi)oooo ruins (historiC)
Blr. esscessssee HEXAp esesscssesses ruined
Hii, seseccsncree Hﬁyﬁk svsssesscsee mound
Irmak

Ir. ®0cessssses ®esccscssses rivar

I6Ke seccccecece 18KOLE® cevecccccss landing )lace,pier
Iste eeeccccscse Iataﬂyon eeescseses Station

KaYe eoecceeseee KBYDBK coccscscene Bpring
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Abbreviation Decoding English equivalent

Kap. sevsseee Kaprﬁ secsevese bridge

Krf. eesecsse KOXLOZ ceccecnne gulf
Ko. ssscese Kay-ii s0ccsnsee Village

Ku. ssasssee Kuiyu eesscsses Well

Lm, essssses liman esscessee harbowr

Md. eessssee Maden seseee oo Mine
MdeOUe eeeeesees Maden SUYU  se.00 minera!. water
Mg. essessee MBFEEra ciesceees CBVE

Mah. tevcanes MANRILS (eevencesn hanlet
Mvk, essssees Mevki sesessces location
Mzl, evcccnseeMBZAYIIK ceveccee cemetery
M.G. eessseese Muvakkat 861 eese intermittent lalke

. scescseses Nehir scscesses Tivar
Oc. ®eccscsce 008.81 (Kire¢'

kiremit).. kiln(limestone,tilery)
Pn. esesssese PInar XXX Bpring
P.TeTe oeeeeee Posta,Telgraf,
&Qleron esse post,telegraph,telephone

BCueBSUls sesceee S1rcaKk BU oseeeee hOT Bpring

Sr. ®ecscsse Sm'ﬂlrtl tecses rids.
SueDpPe sesseeae SU AOPOSU seecess Water reservoir
SUeBCs ¢esseees B2 DAOGASL seeeeee Water conduit ocutlet
T. sesessee Tep‘ esesssess hill

Y. sscessse Y&Yl. sscsescesss Bummer pasture,settlement

inhabited in summer;
plateau; highland




