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ON THE TRAINING OF THE SPECTALISTS IN THE
STANDARDIZATION OF GEOGRAPHICAL NAMES

Treatment of geographicsl pames simed at their sbtandapr—
dizatloa requires rather unique professional traiming of
those engaged in it., Steff members of the service must have

& goed command of the lamgusze of bhe SOUBGEY oPr Sepritory
wiose place-names they sbudy and preferably have additionsl
Yraining in the history of the lengnage. It is necessery for
them t0 know the geograpby of the studied regiom, itz ethnic
structire at presént as well as im the past, the higbtery of
i%s people and the topcnymic system of the region om the
whole. They are also eéxpected %o have acquaintante with the
toponymy and ebhmography of the adjacent Serritories. Re—
sides it is natural for them to know the rules for rendering
names of a given territeory inbo Russian (or any other lap-
guage) thoroughly snd %o know the system of toponymic and
geographlic terminology in the pative language. They must be
able 0 read a mep aid to make use of necesgsary reference
books. They must be able %e¢ evaluate sources of informabion
°on nameg accurately.

The whole complex of comprebensive Imowledge canpel be
obtained in a sinzle higher school. That is why the service
is staffed with specialists with different profegsional traine-
ing: linguists, cartvographers, geographers, higtorians.
Within the bounds of the service sll necessary additvional
traiping is arranged usually by mesng ef the most profieient
and skilled staff members or specialists from other services,
Special courses in hisbtory and ethnography of countries apd
territories, the learning of the languages of the USSR
peoplés and of foreign countries, studying the scienbtific
essentials of toponymy as well as seminars on cartography
agnd map reading are organized .

Besides while eny work is being cerried out (dictiona~
ries of geographical names, instructions for rendering names
or any other directories ete.) it is always supervised from
methodic and scientific point of view by genior gtaff mem-
bers. The work is necessarily discussed collectively at dif-
ferent stages of its accomplishing. It serves as a very good
training feor the young personnel.

8o the whole system of professional training of the
staff members having the hecessaly minlmum of basic inowledge
is provided by the service itself im the procezs of perform-
ing its primary duties.
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