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TKIRD   UI'TITIED   NATIONS   CONIÿENCE   ON   TI£E

TANDARDiSA'ÿiON 0.ÿ' ÿOGÿAP±ÿiCAL IqÿES

Item 7 of the Provisional-Agendaÿ

Report on the progress made in Cyprus
on the standardisation of geogr&pliica!ÿ

s nce thgÿ2md Conferenoe

INTRODUCTION

CIqÿRUS has been -ÿoo much om the international news
since the last conference to warrant an introduction or
dasorlp%ion of i%s ÿeographical posiÿionÿ climatic
condÿioÿsÿ popÿlatlon etcÿ

Iÿ2ÿ     The tragedy of Cyprus, started with the coup in
July 197%ÿ followed by the ÿrkish invasion which uprooted
some 200,000 people from their homes and properties and
rendered them refugees in their own. countryÿ living in
appalling conditions.

@ Io3ÿ     The most recent tragedy of the Cypriot people, was
the loss of their Spiritÿlal and Political Leaderÿ
Archbisho-" Msdÿarios, on the 3rd August ÿ977o   He was the
mnspmrer and the life giving spring of all activity and
progress in the country.  He will be missed by his people
and all the peace loving peoples of the world°

2ÿ ESTABLIShmENT   OF   PEPdÿAIÿENT   CObÿIITTEE   ON   I\ÿA}ÿES

2,1o     The Government of the Republic of Cÿprusÿ has
appointed a Committeeÿ and named it "Cÿorus Permanent
Committee on the Standardisation of Geographical Namesÿ and
has entrusted it with the task of all matters connected with
geographical namesÿ    "              ;

2ÿ2ÿ     The five member Committee is composed of Iÿ%::ÿ!ÿ:"-:ÿ
historiansÿ philologists and cartographers whose maizi aim ms
the col!ectionÿ domestic standardisation and transcription
of all names in the Island.   The two Departments concerned
mainly with the collection and stamdardisation of geoÿom-aphical
nmues in Cyprusÿ are the Cyprus Research Centerÿ and the
Department of Lands and Surveys  A detailed description of
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the procedure used by both orgsaisations is 6iven in another
paper under item 8 oÿ-ÿhe agencts:ÿÿ  .....  ÿ-ÿ  ....  "  .... @

3ÿ PROCÿESS MÿfD.    _ E

3.4.     During the last five yearsÿ the. Cyprus Research Center
has continifed its sci6ntific c011e%tion of place names for
the compilation of a national Gazetteer and for sa etymolo-
gical study.   The Center is pleaÿing to compile aÿd publish
the national Gazetteer of current place names, as well as a
special-Gazetteer of historic place names.   The latter will
be compiled from ancient  inscriptions, codes, manuscripts,
old maps, books and various other sourcesÿ  As it is well
lÿoÿ.mÿ Cyprus has Continuous wÿitten records of place names,
dating 600 years B,C,

.3ÿ2,     The Department of Lands and Surveys. has continued
its work for the compilation and production of maps.  The
collection sad standardisation of geographical names and
their transcription into English is part and parcel o'f:.the
mapping process.   The mapping progrsrmne on the sc&le of
fii5,000 which has ÿoommenced in 4973 jointly between the
Department. of Laÿds and Stÿmveys of Cyprus and the
Directora£e ÿof .Overseas Sÿmveys of the United Kingdom has
prooeeded satisfactorily°  Up to now, about #8% of the. area
of Cyprus, covering .some q71% square miles has been .cempletedo

@

F

3.3.     Other editions of mpas, prepared by the Department
of Lands and Surveys saÿd produced in Cÿu@rus, include the .ÿ-

(a)  General Use Map of Cyprus at .so.alÿ
I/.500,000,                             . ,< ÿ_

' kb

(b) Administration and Road Map of Cyprus-ÿ
at scale d/250ÿ000 in Enÿiishÿ Greek and
Turkish.

(c)
J.

(a)

Topogmaphical-iL.[ap in four sheets at
scale 1./100,000.

Topographical series in 2% sheets at
scale 1/50,000,

/

All the above maps are in the metrics-yotem.o @
,
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3,%.     It is an unfortunate _fact that tile progress of work
by both Dep&rtments in the coliectionÿ stapÿdardisation and
transcription of names has been curtailedÿ as a result of the
'l%rckish invasion of the Island in 1976.  A large part of 9he
area of the Republic of Cyprusÿ apiorozcimately 60ÿ6ÿ is still
under rikÿrkish army occupationÿ and therefore inaccessible
to the lavT£u! Government agencies for any Operation,   In
addition to the resultant retarding effectÿ the force of
occupation has carried out a complete change of geoÿN.ÿaphical
names iiÿ the occupied smÿeaÿ   eoÿ_ and village namesÿ place
namesÿ  street nsaesÿ  etc. ÿ which form part of the cultural
property sÿd heritage of the people of Cyprus as a wholeÿ
have arbitrarily beenÿchanged.   'ÿhe new names given have
been tsl1ÿen from the history and geography of ÿ%.rkey.
his action, is considered by the Government of the Repub!io

of Cÿrus,ÿ as a deliberate attempt by Turkey to destroy the
cultural past of the Islaud.

6. LINGUISTIC   DIVISION

O

6. q.     ÿhe United Nations Group of Eÿerts on Geographical
Names has placed Cyprus in the Romano-Hellenic linguistic
group.   ÿhe Hellenic and Cyprus @olmuittees on geographical
names have submitted a joint system of transcription of the
Greek alphabet to the Roman alphabet.

prTmTpÿ PR 0 @RI}jLi?IEU .L U IL4.L$

5.q.     At the e-xhibitionÿ delegates may see samples of the
maps of Cÿprus in ÿglishÿ Greek sad Turkish.   'ÿheymay also
obtain from the Cÿsprus delegation a copy of the gazetteer
containing the names changed in the north.   It is hoped that by
the next Conferenoeÿ CTprus will be in a happier position
sad eÿ-ÿhibit its National Gazetteer.

Paÿ -oresented _b.ÿ C orus.
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