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ON  THE  WORK  OF  ITS  SIXTH  SESSION

(held at United Nations Headquarters from 5-26 March 1975)

Terms of reference

i.   The United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names was invited by the
SecretarywGeneral, in pursuance of Economic and Social Council resolution
131h (XLIV) and the decision of its 185hth meeting in May 1973, to convene at the
United Nations in New York from 5 to 26 March 1975.

Attendance

2.   The session was attended by 39 experts from 25 countries representing 15 of
the 16 geographical/linguisitc divisions of the world (see annex VIII).  "The Chief
of the Cartography Section served as the Secretary for the Group.

of the session

3.   The session was opened on behalf of the SecretaryÿGeneral by the Assistant
Director of the Transport and Cartography Branch of the Centre for Natural
Resources, Energy and Transportÿ Department of Economic and Social Affairs.  The
Chairman of the Group of Experts thanked the United Nations for the services set
at its disposal.

.   The Group agreed to follow the same rules of procedure as in the previous
sessionsÿ it was agreed that the meetings of the working groups should be held in
the plenum of the Group of Experts.

5.   The Group adopted the following agenda:

Io

2

Opening of the session

Adoption of the agenda

3.   Review of divisional composition
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o Report by the Chairman on over-all activities of the United Nations
Group of Experts on Geographical Names

w Report by the Secretary

(a)  The 197B Decision of thÿ Economic andÿ Social Council
(b)  Publication of the liet of gazetteers and glossaries

o

12.

o

8.

9.

Reports by the divisions (divisional meetingsÿ consaltations, concerted
ctions and divisional problems)

Reduction of exonyms (reports of progress and problems)

Review of aims, functions and modus operandi
i

Reports of activity by the working groups since the fifth session

(a)  definitions
(b)  undersea and maritime features
(c)  extraterrestrial topographic features
(d)  single romanization systems
(e)  training courses
(f)  international gazetteers
(g)  list of country names in local official languages and in the

official languages of the United Nations

Working group discussions and further recommendations

Provisional agenda for the third United Nations Conference on the
Standardization of Geographical Names

Provisional agenda for the seventh session of the United Nations
Group of Experts on Geographical Names

• Flans of action before the third Conference

Adoption of the report

o

Officers of the session

The officers of the session were:

Chairman:

Vice-Chairmsn:

Rapÿorteur:

Secretary:

redith F. Burrill

A. M. K0mkov

D. P. Blok

C. N. Christopher

/,°
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Review of divisional composition

7.    it was agreed that a sixteenth divisionÿ consisting of Chinaÿ should be
establishedÿ that the Asiaÿ East Division should be renamed Asiaÿ East Division
(other than China) and that the Romance Languages Division (other than Latin
America) should be renamed Romano-Hel!enic Division, comprisingÿbesides the
romance language couDÿries other than Latin Americaÿ Greece and Cyprus.  The
expert from the German Democratic Republic joined the Group as a member of the
Dutch-Geÿan Division.  The expeÿ from Greece and the expert of the German
Democratic Republic expressed their wish to attend, as observers, the meetings of
the East Central and South East Europe Division.

Reports

8.   The report of the Chairman on over-all activities of the United Nations Group
of Experts on Geographical Names and on his activities as Chairman of the Gro'ÿp
was contained in Working Paper No. 55- I/

9.   The Secretary for the Group reported that the Economic and Social Council at
its 1854th meeting (E/5367, p° 21) on 4 May 1973 decided to take note of the
report of the Secretary-General on the second United Nations Conference on the
Standardizalion of Geographical Names (E/5249) and the recommendations contained
therein and endorsed the recommendation that the Ad Hoc Group of Experts on
Geographical Names should henceforth be celled t!le United Nations Group of Experhs
on Geographical Names.  The Council also accepted the invitation of the Government
of Greece to hold the third Conference at Athensÿ Greeceÿ from 17 August to

7 September 19Y7°

i0.  The report by Mr. Gall on the activities of the Latin America Division was
contained in Working Paper No. 36° l/  Mr° Gall presented to the United Nations
Cartography Section a number of publ--ications on geographical materials regarding
the Americas.  The report by Mr. Vel£zquez on the activities in Cuba was contained
in Working Paper No. 53° l/  Mr. Lewisÿ reporting on the activities of the United
Kingdom Divisionÿ said thatÿ because of the great distance between the member
Statesÿ no divisional meeting had taken place.  In each country the work continued
along the lines previously set.  He pointed to the specific difficulties arising
from minority languages such as Gaelic.  The United Kingdom had been giving
assistance to some developing countries in standardizing names and in mÿppingo
Mr. Lewis stated that the aid the United Kingdom offered was for map production
and the recipient countries had to procure the exact names to be used on the maps.

°
ii.  Mr. Meynen reported on the activities of the Dutch and Germsn-speakmng
Division; the report was contained in ÿrking Papers 9 and hl° l_/  The report
prepared by Mr. Hovda on the activities of the Norden Division was contained in
Working Paper No° 5. l_/  Mr. Nÿdÿlee, speaking for the Romance Languages Divisionÿ

l/ Copies of the documents may be obtained from the Cartography Section of the
United Nations on 9e%ues$o

/ooÿ
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reported that the activity and co-operation in that Division was increasing;
cartographical publications and information were exchanged by France, Monaco,
Portugal, Romania, Spain and Switzerland.  As yet it had not been possible to
obtain the co-operation of Italy.

12o  The report by Mr. Rad6 on the Eÿst Central and South East Europe Division was
combained in Working Paper No. 20. l/  Messrs. A1-Robaishy, Ho Bulugÿa and
A1-Ayoubi reported on the Arabic Div--ision in Working Papers 16, 50, and 51, ÿ/
Mr. GanJi reported on the Asia South-West Division in Working Paper No. 42, l_/
and Mro Kok repoÿted on the Asia oouÿh-East Division in Working Paper No. 7. l_/
In reporting for the Africa West Division (Working Paper No. 38), l_/ Nm. Coker
stated that, at the Organization of African Unity (OAU) Inter-African Symposium on
Manpower Requiremeÿbs and Development of Cartographic Selÿzices in Africa (Cairo,
22-26 July 1974), it had been recommended that geographical nÿes committees
should be established in African countries where they do not already exist and that
African regional meetings on geographical names should be organized.
Mr° Yang Leiguem_g reported on the China Division in Working Paper No. h3, l_/ and
Mr. Setatos, on Greece, in %brking Paper No. 39. l/  Mr. Setatos added that the
official Creek romanizÿbion key was being simplified.  The report prepared by
,kÿ. Komkov on the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics Division was contained in
%brking Paper No. ll. l/  ÿ. Komkov stated that a Commission for Extraterrestrial
Names had been created in the USSR.  As to the work of the USSR Permanent Joint
Commission, Rÿ. Komkov pointed out that its decisions were in accordance with what
the local people ÿanted.  Sometimes that necessitated much discussion and
persuasion, he said.  Once a decision was made, it was mandatory for all official
m%d scientific institutions.  Those decisions were also made mandatory by the
Repÿolics and Autonomous Territories.

13.  Reports were also presented by Mr. Absaloms of the Africa East Division
(Working Paper No. 46) l/ and by Messrs. Randall and Rayburn of the United States
of America-Canada Division (.Working Papers No. 48 and 49). l_/  Mr. Ormeling,
speÿking for the International Cartographic Association, presented the United
Nations Cartography Section with a copy of the International Cartographic
Association Bibliography compiled by }it. E. Meynen. 2/  %ÿe Secretary mentioned
hnÿ discussions held during the Seventh United Nations Regional Cartographic
Conference for Asia and the Far East 3/ and the resolutions adopted by the
Conference on the work of the Gro',p of Experts and the importance of the
standardizatiou of geographical names.

Reduction of exonyms

14.  The Group discussed the reduction of exonyms on the basis of %ÿrking Papers
6, ll, 13, 13/Add.1 and 27 and other proposals, l_/  A proposal by ÿ. Sharma to
recommend the use of the official names of the countries in preference to or

2/ International Cartographic Association, E. Meynen, Bi_bÿÿ56ÿ1972
(Enscÿedeÿ the Netherlands, Institute for Aerial Survey and Earth Sciences (ITC),

Conÿenÿe oÿ1972), presented at the Sixth International    ÿ  ....  Cartography, Ottawa,

Canada, 16-25 August 1972.

3/ Seventh United Nations Re£i_onal Carto%rÿhic Conference for Asia end the
Far Ea--st, vol. I., Report of the Conference (United Nations publication,

Sales No. E.74oI.Y)V                                                        /...
I



-5-

together with the exonyms for countrF names was discussed at length.  In favour
of the proposalÿ it was stated that the reduction of exonyms had to start somewhere
and that the country names were the most appropriate.  It was pointed out that in
the past it had been possible for a couutry to change its name and have the change
accepted all over the world.  Against the proposal, it was advanced that the
exonÿms for a number of ancient counter names were the deepest rooted in the
languages and the most difficult to elÿnÿnateÿ much opposition against such a
recommendation was to be expected.

15.  It was agreed that the principles enunciated in resolutions 28, 29 and 31 i/
of the London Conference would be reiterated ÿnd that the Group would urge the
avoidance as far as possible of exonyms for names of new countries and for new

nmnes of countries.

Aims, functions and modus operandi

36.  The Group accepted a new grouping and numbering of the regulations laid down
in the report of the second session (see ESA/RT/C/GN/1) and modified in that of
the fifth session (see ESA/RT/C/GN/3) as wÿrked out by the expert for Latin Americaÿ
Mr. Gÿll.  It was agreed that the new setting would be annexed to the report of the
sixth session. 4/  Paragraph 3 would be split up into 3a and 3bÿ the liÿt of
Divisions would--be arranged in alphabetical order according to the names in
English.  Paragraph i0 would be rephrased to read:  "The Group will meet in
accordance with precedents set forth by the Economic and Social Council."

Reports of the Working Groups.

17.  The Working Groups on Definitions, Undersea and Maritime Features,
Lxtraterrestrial Topographic Features, Single Romanization Systems, Training
Coursesÿ Gazetteers and the List of Country Names made their Reports (annexes I to

VII respectively).

Provisiona! agenda for the third United Nations Conference
on the Standardizÿhion of GeograPhical Names

18.  The following provisional agenda was drawn up for the third United Nations
Conference on the Standardization of Geographical Names:

le

2o

Opening of the Conference

Adoption of the rules of procedure

3.   Election of officers

4_/ See the appendix to the report.



-6-

Q

5.

6.

7.

So

o

10o

ll°

Report on credentials

Adoption of the agenda

Organization of work

Reports by divisions and Governments on the sitÿsÿion in their regions
and countries and on the progress mÿde in the standardization of
geographical names since the second United Nations Conference on the
Standardization of Geographical Names

ational standardization

(a)  Field collection of names

(b)  Office treatment of names

(c)  Treatment of names in multi!ingual areas
h

(d)  Administrative structure of national names authorities

Training courses

(a)  Consideration of courses already held

(b)  Programmes of future courses

(c)  Prospective developments

Gazetteers

(a)  National gazetteers

(b)  United Nations series of gazetteers

(c)  Concise world gazetteer

(d)  Other publications

Automated data processing (ADP)

(a)  Coding and abbreviation

(b)  Writing

Terminology

Exonÿns

(a)  Categories and degree of use of exonyms

(b)  Determination of principles to be followed in the
reduction of exonyms

Qoo
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1ÿ. Policies, procedures and co-operative.arrangements for naming of
features beyond a single sovereignty

(a)  Features common to two or more nations

(b)  Maritime features                       ÿ÷

(c)  Undersea features

(d)  Extraterrestrial features

15. Writing sÿstems

(a)  Conversion of names from one writing system into another

(i)  Romanizatÿon

(ii)  Conversion into non-Roman writing systems

(b)  Nriting of names from unwritten languages

16° International co-operation

(a)  United Nations Group of ÿperts on Geographical Names

(b)  Exchange of information

(i)  Reliability statement
(ii)  Aids to pronunciation of names nationally standardized in

non-phonetic writing

(iii)  Scope and development of procedures in exchange of information

(c)  Divisional and interdivisional meetings and programmes

(d)  Technical assistance

(e)  Co-operation with international organizations

(f)  Co-operation with public information media

17.  Report of the Conference

Discussion on the 2rovisiona! agenda

19.  The Group agreed that the Conference should use the reports of the fifth
(ESA/RT/C/GN/3) and sixth sessions (the present report)  of the United Nations
Group of Experts on Geographical Names and the annexed reports by its working
groups as basic doeÿ,ÿents in discussing items 10, 12, 14 and 15 of the provisional
agenda.  The Group further recognized that it would be pÿrticularly useful that
any modification in' %he practices of field collection or office treatment of
names should be brought to the attention of the Conference.

non
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20.  The Group considered that lists of geographical names not standardized or not
in accordance with agreed specifications might also be useful preliminary
vehicles for information and ought to be discussed by the Conference (item l0 (d)).

21.  The Group thought that, although resolutions 28, 29 and 31 of the second
Conference 5/ remain the basic documents on dealing with exonyms, a further
consideration as to the ns.ture of exonyms and to reduction in their use was

necessary.

22.  It was emphasized that sources of information and procedures followed in
compiling material in which geographical names are made available, should be made
explicit bythe publishing authority (item 16 (b) (i)).

23.  The GrOup agreed to recommend the formation of five technical committees at
the Confere@ce; the first should deal with agenda items 8, 9 and 12, the second
with items l0 and ll, the third with items 13 and 14, the fourth with item 15
and the fifth with item 16.  The forming of an editorial committee was also
envisaged. !

24.

Provisional asenda for the seventh session of the Grouÿ of Ekÿerts

The Group drew up the provisional agenda for the seventh session as follows:

16 August 1977:

1.   Reports of working groups

2.   Organization of the third Conferense

8 September 1977:   (resumed seventh session)

3ÿ

4,

5.

6.

7.

Election of officers

Review of Conference recommendations

Programme for the Group of Experts

Eighth session of the Group of Experts

Other business

Plan of action beforethe third Conference

25.  In implementing resolutions 33 and 38 of the second Conference, 6--/ the

5/ Second United Nations Conference on the Standardization of Geographical
Ne, mesÿ vol. I, Reÿ.rt of the Conference ÿgnited Nations publication,
S-aÿ No. E.74.I.2ÿ.

6/ Ibid.                                                      I...
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Chairman of the Group of Experts will get in touch with interested international
organizations in order to promote co-operation in the field of internsfcionsl names
standardization.  The Group agreed that the Chai1ÿnan would ÿite to the Universal
Postal Union (UPU) asking for infoÿnation on the work that is to be done in
establishing a new list of post offices and urging close co-operation.  An attempt
will be made to establish some personal contact with ÿhat organization.

26.  The convcnors of the working groups outlined the action that would be taken
by themselves and the members of the groups.  ÿ. Komkov emphasized the need to
establish close co-operation with the Working Group on Plsnetary System
Nomenclature of the International Astronomical Union (IAU) and to report on it to the
third Conference.  ÿ. Randall pointed to the plan of action laid down in
annex II.  Mr. Breu would ask for information on all open ojÿestions and, especially,
regarding the conversion of Russian Cyrillic, Chinese and Greek scripts.  Iÿ. Lewis
would deal with the Board on Geographic Names (BGN) on the question of the
provisional United Nations gazetteers and would ask for relevant information from
the experts as to the number of names to be included in the concise gazetteer Of
the Nÿorld and the production of national gazetteers.  Mr. Nÿdÿlec would continue,
by correspondence, to improve and complete the provisional list of country names
and to procure the correct forms of those names in all the official languages of
the United Nations.  Mr. Ormeling wouldÿ in the first place, devote the attention
of his working group to the organization of the pilot training course and further
plans to make an inventory of the needs for assistance in the field of nsÿional
names standardization.

Diacritical marks

27.  The Group recognized the great value of the information contained in
Working Papers i0 and 52 7_/ and recoÿ!ended a further study of the subject by the
third Conference.  A report on the financial implications of using diacritical
marks may be expected before the Conference.

Pilot training course in toponymy

28.  The Group of Experts took note with appreciation of the progress made in the
preparation of the pilot training course in toponymy, as recommended in the report
of the London Conference 8/ and of the offer of the Goverrÿment of the Netherlands
to finance trave! and accommodation of the students°  Progrÿwÿe, time-table,
participating divisions and students and the co-operation of international
lecturers were discussed and, in principle, agreed upon.  The pilot training course
will be held from 26 April to 22 May 1976 in Enschede, the Netherlands°  The Group
recommended that the United Nations co-sponsor the pilot training course and
finance the travel and accommodation of international lecturers°

7--/ Documents available, upon request, from the Cartography Section of the
United Nations.

8--/ Second United Nations Conference on the Standardization of Geoÿ
Namesÿ vol. I, ReDort of the Conference (United Nations publication,

No..
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Annex I

REPORT  OF  THE  WORKING  GROUP   ON  DEFINITIONS   OF  THE  UNITED  NATIONS
GROUP  OF  EXPERTS  ON  GEOGEAPHICAL  NÿMES

i

1.   Two meetings of the Working Group on Definitions took place during the sixth
session of the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names.  The
Convertor was Mr. Page (United States of America), the Rapporteur was
Mr° Velÿquez (Cuba), and the following members of the Working Group were present:
Mr° Breu (Austria), Mr. Nÿdÿlec \9ÿLÿauÿe), Mr. Lewis (United Kingdom), Mr. Gall
(Guatemala), Fm. Hovda (Norway), F&-. Meÿmen (Federal Republic of Germany),
Mro Rad6 (Hungary), Mr. Sharma (India) and Mr. Gonzÿlez (Spain, in representation
of Nm. Lapesa).  Absent were Mr. Dahlstedt (Sweden), ÿr. Hakulinen (Finland) and
lÿ[r° FSldi (Hungary).  Various other members of the Group of Experts in attendance
at its sixth session were also present and took part in the discussions.

2°   The Working Group decided to complete the English and Spam.ish versions of the
Glossary of Technical TerminoloaÿJ for Kmloÿent in the Standardization of
Geographical Names for immediate presentation to the United Nations, whichwill
reproduce the two documents for distribution at the third United Nations
Conference ou the Standardization of Geographical Names, to take place at Athensÿ

Greece in 1977-

The French and Russian language versions of the Glossÿ_ÿmay be prepared and
distributed within the Working Group for subsequent presentation to the United
Nations prior to the third United Nations Conference and a Chinese language version
will be prepared for presentation to that Conference.

3.   Mr. Gonz£1ez presented a list of correctionsto Spanish language expressions
which appear in the English version of the Glossary.  Those ?ill be incorporated
in the English version which is to be distributed at the third United Nations
Conference.

4.   The definitions of terms which were decided at the fifth session of the Group
of Fz(perts and were set forth in Working Paper No. 33 a__/ of that session and again
in Working Paper No. 44 a_/ of the sixth session, will also be incorporated in the

final English version.

i

5.   The following definitions of terms were adopted in the course of the two
meetings of the Working Group on Definitions during the sixth session of the Group
of Experts9 also for inclusion in the final English version of the Gloss_aÿ:

(a) diglossia - a relatively stable language situation in which, in addition
to the primary dialect of a language which may include a standard or
regional standards,, there is a very divergent, highly codified, often

a_/ Copies of the document may be obtained from the Cartography Section of the
United Nations on request.

.co
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grammatically more complex, superposed variety, the vehicle of a large
and respected body of written literature, heir of an earlier period or
in another speech conÿimity, ÿhich is learned largely by formal education
and may be used for ÿritten and foÿal spoken purposes? but is not used
by any sector of the community for ordinaryconversationo  .(after
C. Ferguson) b/

(b)  feature, hydrographic - a topographic feature which consists of ÿzater
and/or of recognizable interfaces betÿTeen a body of ÿter and one cr
more of its boundaries.

(c)  form, graphic - ÿritten letter(s) or character(s), including any markers
and diacritical marks, which represent a linguistic item.

(d)  term, descriptive - a written item which appears on a map, ?ÿich does not
constitute a toponym, but which serÿes to describe a topographic
characteristic inthe area ÿhere it appears°

6o   Mr. Koÿov (USSR) proposed inclusion of the following terms in the Glossary:
allography, diphthong, ideogram, receiver language, and source languageÿ  The
following terms and definitions were agreed upon:

(a)  allograph - one of the particular representations of a grapheme.
(see grapheme)

(b)  diphthong - a combination of vocalic elements of which only one is the
nucleus of a syllable..

(c)  ideogram - (see logogram)

(d)  !ogogram - a graphic symbol or combination of graphic symbols which
consistently represents a given morphological element or elements in a
given language.

(e) language, receiver - a language in terms of ÿ-hich a geographical name
may be adopted or converted from its source lanÿlage°   ÿsee languageÿ
SOUrCe)

(f) language, source - a language in terms of ÿhich a geographical name is
produced, and on the basis of ÿhich it may be adopted or converted for
use in the context of another language, a receiver language°
(see language, receiver)

(g)  script, receiver - a script in terms of which a geographical name may be
converted from its source script.  (see script, source)

bJ Ro J. O'Brien, Selected Papers on Linguistics, 1961-1965, Georgetoÿm
University Roundtable (Nashington, D.C., Georgetowrl University Press, 1968).

ooQ
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(h) script ÿ source - a script in terms of which a geographical name is

producedÿ and on the basis of which it may be converted for use in
another script, a receiver script.  (see script, receiver)

The definitions will be incorporated in the English 'version, and Spanish
°4  "-ÿ"           be               Spanish language experts within the Working Group

deÿ_.nlolons will    sought from
on Definitions, for inclusion in the Spanish version of the Gloss&r[.

7.   It was decided that any and all further suggestions and recommendations willhave to appear in a second edition of the Glossa!Lÿl at some future time.

8.   At Mr. Breuÿs suggestionÿ the Greek expertÿ Mr. Setatos, agreed to prepare
a modern Greek version of the Glossaÿ in spite of difficÿities inherent in the
fact that a very large proportion of the entries have classical Greek meaningso

9.   The German version of the GlossarT!, distributed by Mr. Breu to the WorkingGroup and presented to the sixth session in 1,,Torking Paper No. 44, a/ will be
distributed at the third United Nations Conference at £hhens in 1977.

10.  Mr° Rad6 distributed copies of a combined list of the English, French, and
Spanish terms with their definitions, as a basis for giving the equivalents in the

Czech and Slovak languages.

thtt0 forfurpÿses OfnelUthdthieOn, all. At Mr. Sharma's suggestion it WaSragr:tdi  n      t
separate document might be prepareÿ $-o
Glossÿ.r.-_iÿ, that document to consist of examples in illustration of various of the

technical terms which appear in the Glossary.  The 'Working Group will take under
consideration all such examples as m'ay be set before i'bo

12.  All further york preparatory to the third United Nations Conference that is
cÿrocied out by the Working Group will be communicated to its members, to the
Chairman of the Group of Experts, ÿd to the United Nations Secretariat.

aeQ
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Annex II

REPORT OF THE WORKING GROLrP ON
UXfDPÿSEA. AND ÿITIIÿIE FEATURES

I.   ÿIr. Randall ÿras appointed the Convenor, by the Chairman of the Group of
V xperts, to fill the Vacancy left by Mr. Delaney.  Other members of the Working
Group ÿere Mr. A1-Robaishy (Saudi Arabia), Rapporteurÿ ÿIr. Burrill (United States
of America)ÿ Mr. Hovda (Norway)ÿ Mr. Kom/ÿov (USSR); ÿ. Lewis (United Kingd0m);
Mr. Neynen (Federal Republic of Germany),; Mr. Rad6 (Hungary)ÿ and Mr. Sharma
(India).

2.   The Convenor stated that the agenda of the meeting would consist of the
conelusions of the Working Group as cited in the report of the fifth session of the
Group of ÿperts (ESA/RT/C/GN/3, annex iI)o  He also said that in addition to the
report, two papers a/ circulated by Hungary (Working Paper No. 23) and by the
Federal Republic of Germany (Working Paper No. 35) would serve as meeting documents.

3.   In response to a question posed by the Convenor regarding correspondence among
members since the last meeting, the Group initiated discussions that covered
several points.  The important items are summarized below.

(a)  Mr. Komkov expressed the view that there was a need to reach agreement
concerning terms and definitions of undersea features, concerning the
standardization of names of oceans and seas and their component parts, and
concerning the standardization of the nÿaes of undersea features themselves.

(b)  Several members spoke of the experience of standardizing bodies within
their own countries or within their divisions.  ÿir. Rad6 circulated a gazetteer of
undersea features produced by Czechoslovakia and a list of some 800 undersea
feature names issued by Hungary. a_/  Mr. Hovda spoke of his work involving large-
scale undersea features, and suggested that any terms adopted by the Group of
<perts should provide for such detail.  Mr. Randall stated that the Board on

Geographic Names (BGN) was dealing with an ever-increasing nÿmber of undersea
features, and how that was leading to a need to redefine naming policies.

(c)  ÿ4r. Meymen dre?r attention to the unfulfilled requirement, as stated in
resolution 22 of the London Conference, b/ which called for action on the part of
the Group of Experts to improve "current nomenclatural practices and proceduresÿ.
He further pointed out the list of undersea feature terms described and evaluated
in the Canadian report on the London Conference.  In his view, the Group of Expe!ÿs
should initiate a programme to establish a uniform list of terms in English which
each nation could translate for its own use.

a__/ Copies of the documents may be obtained from the Cartography Section of the
United Nations on request.

b/ Second United Nations Conference on the Standardization of Geographical
Names-'(United Nations publicÿgion, Sales No. E.74.Iÿ2)ÿ

so.



(d)  Mr. Gall pointed out that the statement contained in the second paragraph
on page 15 of the report of the fifth session of the Group of Experts
(ESA/RTiC/GN/3), ÿhich referred to ÿ'maritime features", remained a valid item for
the attention of the Working Group.

4.   It was the Group's decision that ÿork on four elements should be initiated
so that proposals on those items could be presented to the Conference at Athens.
Those elements were:

Ca) Estsblisÿment of policies and principles by which undersea and maritime
features could be named.   (The statement of the BGN V'Underseaname
policies" printed in the report of the fifth session of the Group of
Experts (ESA/RT/C/GN/3) was identified as a possible model.)

(b) Development of a form by which new nÿnes could be proposed.  (The BGN
form also appearing in the report of the fifth session of the Group of
Experts was cited as a model.]

(c)  Preparation of a list of generic terms for undersea features in English.
(Lists of terms prepared by BGN, Permanent Committee on Geographical
Names (PCGN) and the Canadian PCGN were to form the basic documents°)

(d)  Preparation of a list containing equivalents to the terms of the basic
documents in various other languages.

5.   It was further aÿreed that the ÿorking Group should complete its basic work
no later than August of 1976 to permit time for further processing in anticipation
of the Athens Conference.  Several members of the Group agreed to assist in
circtÿating and evaluating information relating to the work of the body.

6.   By unanimous action of the Working Group, Mr. Randall was elected Convenor.

/Qoÿ
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Annex III

REPORT  OF  THE  WORKING  GROUP  ON  EXTRATERRESTRIAL  FEATLÿIES

Terms of Reference

1.   The competence of the Group of Experts to participate in the field of
extraterrestrial names was established ÿt its second session in 1970o  The Working
Group was charged with the examination of such topoIÿfms without qualification as to
scope or method (ESA/RT/C/GN/1 of 29 April 19T0)o  Members of the Working Group
present at the l$ March 1975 meetings were:  Mr. A. M. Komkov (Convenor),
Fhÿ. Ho A. G. Lewis (Rapporteur), Mr. M. F. Burrill, Mr. S. Rad6 and
Mr. D. N. Sharma.  Neÿ members Joinirÿ the Group were Mr. R. R. Randall,
Mr. Vayacacos and Mr. B. Hovda.  bÿ. P. Millman, Chairman of the International
Astronomical Union (IAU) Working Group on Planetary System Nomenclature, attended
the meetings.  Most of the members of the Group of Experts participated.

Background documents

2.   Report of the London Conference; a/ report of the Group of Experts, fifth
session (ESA/RT/C/GN/3, annex III)ÿ Working Papers lÿ and 21 b/ of the sixth
session of the Group of Experts.

3.   Large-scale mapping of the kind now in existence or in the course of
preparation for the Moon would be extended to other planets.  As mamy as
30 planets and their satellites might require names for topographic features.

h.   Mapping of the moon at 1:250,000 scale would result in 2,304 map sheets, of
aich well over 2,000 still required names for sheet titles.

5.   Mariner photography of Mercury had revealed several thousand craters for which
names were required.

6.   The International Astronomical Union (IAU) had yet to achieve full
co-ordination among the various scientific disciplines but intended its
nomenclature to be based on s$mpleÿ clear and unambiguous names.

7.   The IAU had prepared a draft scheme of nomenclature which involved the use of
different categories of names for each planet.  Apart from the names of famous
people in the world of science, the categories selected utilized the names of
artists, musicians, sculptors, writers and poetsÿ the names of animals; birdsÿ
cities; first names of men and women; minerals; mountains, rivers and villages°  A
variety of other categories which might provide names for several hundred features
was also to be considered.

a/ Second United Nations Conference ou the Standardization of Geoÿ_ÿhical
Names, vol. i, Report of the Conferÿce (United Nations publication,

No. para,

b_/ Documents maybe Obtained from the Cartography Section of the United
Nations on request°                                                                /...
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8.   The IAU believed that duplication of names should be e.voidedo

9.   Close co-cperation between the Group of Experts mad the IAU Working Group on
Plzuetary System Nomenclature was welcomed and approved.

10.  Since names would need to be tremsposed from one writing system to muother,
the work of the Group of Experts must be ts!zen into account if conformity ÿ;ith

practice en earth end standardization was to be achieved.

!l.  Considerable discussion centred on the use of Latin but no final decision was
reached.  The number of Latin generic terms had increased with the mspping of the
moon in greater topographic detail.  Whether that practice should be continued or
curtailed had yet to be resolved.  }ÿilst Latin could be regarded as a neutral
lauguage, there were disadvantages in bringing Latin terms into everyday usage,
articularly in textbooks for use in sohools and in popular literature.  The

i oÿnnation of Latin plurals was an additional problem.

12o  0piniOn was unanimous that Latin should be confined to the nominative
sing1ÿar aÿd plural.  The genitive of the specific element of feature names should

not be used.

13.  Every icare should be tÿen to achieve the best names possible for
&xtraterreStrial features since, once allocated, the nsmes would tÿnd to

permanent,i

lb.  Consideration should be given to a nomenclature based on a co-ordinate
system.  ASready, reasonably reliable co-ordinate systems existed for Rÿrs and
Mercury.  When radar photography of Venus was available, a satisfactory system
of co-ordinates might become available for that planet also.

15.  It was suggested that names selected xÿrom the English language should he
of a form easily convertible into other writing systems.

16.  A meeting of the IAU Working G_ÿoup on Planetary System Nomenclature was to be
held at Moscow in July 1975.  The findings of various IAU task groups, each
charged with producing name proposals for the solar system, would then be

considered.

]7.  Members of the Working Grouÿp of the United Nations Group of Experts on
Geographical Nÿmes were requested to send to the Convener, Mr. Komkov, their
suggestions for a general system of planetary nomenclature and their particular
sÿggestions for individual plsnets and satellites, for consideration at the
bscow meeting.

18.  In view of the proximity of the Moscow meeting, copies of letters to the
Convener should be sent to ÿndividualmembers of the Working Group.

19.  A standard proposal form was reouired to allow names to be put forward for
consideration in the over-all nomenclature when a general system had been worked

out.
:                                                                                                                              /ooo
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20.  In order to avoid legal problems s.ud resolve other aspects of planeta.rSÿ
nomenclature, toponymists, astronomers and other scientists must work together.

21.  The Working Group regs2ded as a primÿ.ry taskÿ co-operation with the IAU
Working Group on Planetary System Nomenclature in working out, along the general
lines laid down by IAU, a system of nomencT_ature which would define the kind of
names to be applied to each particu3.aÿ type of feature on each planet.

aQo
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Annex IV

REPORT   OF  THE  WORS[ING  GROUP-  ON  A  SINGLE  ROMAN!ZATION
SYSÿM  FOR  EACH  NON-ROMAN  DrRITING  SYSTEM

!

i.   Three meetings of the Working Group took place during the sixth session of
the United Nations Group of Experts on Geogfaphical Nÿaes.  %ÿae Convenor was
Nm. Breu (Austria), the Rapporteur was Mr. Page (USA), and the following meÿoers
of the %ÿorking G1ÿoup were present:  Mr. Ayoubi (Lebanon), Mr. Geelan (UK),
D,m. Koÿkov (USSR), Mrÿ GonzÿJ.eÿ (Spain, in representation of Mr. Lapesa),
Fÿ. Nÿdÿlec (France), Mr. Rad6 (!hmgary), Mr. Sharma (India).  Absent were:
Dÿ. Dahlstedt (Sweden), Mr. FSldi (Hungary) and Mr. Kaÿtan (Saudi Arabia).

o
The Convenor cited the following pertinent documents:

(i)  Report of the Second United Nations Conference on the Standardization of
Geographical Names, London, 1970-; a_/

Report of the United Nations Conference on the Standardization of
Geographical Names, Geneva, 1967 ; b_/

Report of the filÿh session of the Group of Experts, New York, 1973

(ESA/BT/C/GN/3) ; and

(ii)

(iii)

I

(
]:

I

(iv)  The following werklng papers c/ of the sixth session of the Group of
Experts:  12, 16; 2h, 25, 26,--28, 32, 39 and h3.

3.   ÿae list of alphabets and scripts for which each member of the Working Group
had been responsible wss as follows:

. Ayoubi
Dÿ. Breu
Mr. Dshlstedt
Mr. FSldi/Fm. Rad6

Mr. Geelan
Mr. Kattan
Mr. Komkovÿ
Mr. Lapesa
Mr. Nÿd&lec

rabic (together with Yÿ. Nÿdÿlec in the Maghreb area)
Amharic, Greek
Somali
Bulgarian, Chinese, Mongolian (together with

Ma'. Nÿdÿlec), Korean in North Korea
Burmese, Maldivian (both together with ÿ[r. Sharma)

Arabic
Non-Roman alphabets of the USSR

Hebrew                                                        .,
Arabic in the Maghreb area (together with D!r. Ayoubli

Mongolian (together with Mr. Fÿldi/Mr. Rad6),
Cyrillic alphabet of Yugoslavia

a/ Second United Nations Conference on the Standardization of Geoÿ
NamesV vol. I, Reÿrt of the Conference   (United Nations publication,
s-ai-Jÿ No. E.Th.Y.2-ÿ[

b/ United Nations Conference on the SJ3sndardization ÿ Geÿÿeÿs, .
vol. Y, Re_ÿoort of the Con{J:ÿÿUJ-e-ÿUnited ÿations p-ubiÿtion, Sÿs No. E.6ÿ.I.9).

c/ Copies of the documents zm%y be obtained, upon request, from the

Cartography Section of the United Nations °                                     /...
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Japanese, Fÿmr, Korean in South Korea, Laotian,
Persian, Thai

Writing systems of the Indian Division, Pashtu,
Burmese, and Maldivian (the last two together with
Mr. Geelan)

4.   The following resulted from the Working Group's review of the status of the
non-Roman script writing systems of the world, which were considered in
alphabetical order:

Amharic

Inasmuch as no reply had been received from the Convenorÿs letter to
Ethiopian authorities, it was presumed that no cheage had occurred.

Arabic

The Arabic Division announced that a meeting similar to that which has tÿen
plece at Beirut in 1971 was being sought under the auspices of the Arab League,
and that the Arab countries were giving consideration to adoption of the Modified
Beirut 1971 System for the Romanization of Arabic Writing.

Mr. Ngdÿlec ÿsked that the official romanization systems of Morocco, Algeriaÿ
Tunisia, and Mauritania, placed before the Working Group by him in 1972, be
adopted°

Mr. Page presented a Comparative Table for seven romanization systems for
Arabic.

In the discussion Mr. Rad6 indicated that his statement about the use of the
alternative group of characters in the romanization of Bulgarian in
telecommunications referred to use within and by Bulgaria.

After discussion concerning the status of the alternative group of characters
the Convenor summed up by stating that the resolution appeared to be subject to
differLug interpretations, one being that the alternative group was in a
sÿsidiacy status, the other that it had equal status.  He stated further that the
resolution remained unchanged for the present, as no propossl for alteration had
been made.

Burmese

Mr. Geelan reported that very little recent information had become available
concerning Burmese place names bÿ that, by end large, older Survey of India
spelling was still valid, toÿ Judge by the names used by the UPU and ITU.

Mr. Sharma  stated that Burmese officia!s considered almost all the romauized
names appearing nÿg on Burmese maps incorrect, that the Government of Burma was
publishing maps only in Burmese script and that they were not comtemplating a
romanization system for ÿcrmese in the near future.

/eeo
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II

i

Ji i

China

le Convener opened discussion with reference to Working Papers Nos. 26 and
43, e/ and to two items presented to the sixth session by China, a map lettered
in te-rms of the Chinese phonetic alphas.bet (also lÿuown as Hanyu Pinyin or HP)

sÿud an accempmuying gazetteer.

Mr. Qiao Feng described the development and establishment of the romÿnizatiolÿ
system, described the "usual systemÿ' iu relation to it, and cited numerous aspectÿ
of the two systems in detail°  He stated that }?, which was being taught in
elementary schools, was employed in maps and appeared in dictionaries fcr
Cÿinese-Fzench end Chinese-Germau ÿ%d in a Chinese-English dictionary in
preparation.  He further stated that HP was used in post aud telegraph and in
weather offices in China, that it had been submitted to the International
Telecommunication Union and that it was in use on charts for shipping use.  Names
at railroad staticns in China appeared in both traditional ÿ%inese characters aÿnd
in ÿ.  The system was used in other fields and it was expected that its use

would continue to expand.

°At the suggestion of Mr. Had6, the expert for China, Mr  Qiao Feng, was
asked to become a member of the Working Group mud to take responsibility for the
romanization of Chinese.  ".qr. Qiao Feug accepted.

An extensive period of discussion was summed up by the Convener, ÿho offered
the suggestion that the China expert might prepare, as a necessary aid during
a trcmsitional period, comprehensive lists of names containing side by side
conventional Roman script forms of names together %ÿth the appropriate }ÿ

spellings.

The Convener presented a motion:  "The Working Group shall work on and
prepare a resolution for presentation to the Seventh United Nations Group of
Experts on Geographical Names at Athens in 1977.'ÿ  The motion was adopted

unÿuimously by the Group of Experts.

Greek

Mro Breu described the Greek romanization system set forth in Working Paper
No. 13 c/ofthe fifth session of the Group of Experts and asked the expert from
Greece for a report.

Mr. Sctatos cited a meeting which had included representatives of both Greecÿ
and Cyprus, and described in detail a number of changes to the system set forth
in Wcrking Paper No. 13ÿ which had been agreed at that meeting.

Mr. Nÿdÿlec noted that an incongruity had been introduced into the new
system by the transliteration of "kappa" by "K" and of "ÿi" by "ch".

rm. Geelan stressed not only the need for acceptance of a romanization
system by both Greek and Ojpriot authorities, but the need for its implementation
by those authorities.

non



Hebrew

Mr. Breu stated that no new infolunagion was to be noted in regea'd to the
romanization of Hebrew in toponymy.

klphabets of the Indian Division

Mr. Sharma stated that the GovernTnent of India was likely to introduce in
the near future the tables he himself had presented to the London Conference d/
and that thishad resulted to a laa'ge degree from the work carried out by the
United Nations Gro,xp of Experts on Geographical Nÿes.  Some minor modifications
to the tables were inevitable.  He had great need for more copies of the tables,
he said, and Mr. Christopher replied that they wou!d appear in volume !i of ti!e
Repolÿ of the London Conference. e/  Mr. Sharma had contacted authorities in
Sri Lÿnka concealing the romanization of Sinhala, but had received no reply.

{apanese

The two principal romanization systems in use for Japanese were cited, and it
was noted that no change had occurred since the London Conference.

I{h.mer

It was noted that no chsm.ge had occurred since the London Conference.

Koreÿ

It was noted that three romanization systems were in use in North and South
Korea, and that the situation was both fluid and uncertain.  Mr. Red6 and ÿ. Page
would collaborate in monitoring the situation for the Working Group.

Laot i sn

It was noted that no change had occurred since the London Conference.

Maldivian

IS was noted that no change had occurred since the London Conference.

Mongolian

}@. Rad6 stated that there was nothing neÿ to report concerning ÿbngolian,
that he had regular correspondence with the Mongolian Academy of Sciences and
thus was able to monitor the situation.

d_/ Document E/CONF.61/5 may be obtained, upon request, from the Cartography
Section of the United Nations.

9_/ Second United Nations Conference on the Standardization of Geographic-ÿl
Nÿes, vol. II, Technical Paper!, (United Nÿions publication, Sales No. E.74ÿL4)
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Pashtu

Nÿ° Sharma stated that Afghanistan had introduced a comprehensive
romanization system in a map which might be procured for the information of the

Working Group.

At suggestion of Mr° Sharma, Faÿ. GanJi became a member of the Working Group
end stated that an approachimg conference, to include representatives from Iran,
Afÿlanistan, end Pakistan, would make a final decision in the matter of Pashtu,

well as of Urdu.  The romanization of Persian would necessarily come under
dconsideration but no change wsÿ contemplate •

i

i
i,

I

!

i

l

i

Somali

Mr. Geelan reported that a new Roman script writing system had come into
e in Somali books, ne%'spapers aud other documents, but that the spelling of

geographical names in terms of that system ÿ.ÿas frequently uncertain.

Information on the new writing system would be distributed by Mr. Rad6 and

Mr. Komkov.

Thai

It was noted that no change had occurred since the London Conference.

USSR

Working Paper No. 12 c/ of the sixth session of the United Nations Group of
Experts on Geographical Names and United Nations document E/CONF.61/L.75, c/ on th,'
Romanization Systems for Russian Placeÿ Names of the London Conference, both
presented by the USSR, were considered.  Mr. Komkov described the history and
status of romanization systems fox" Russian Cyrillic writing both in the UHSR and
elsewhere in the world°  He described the use of English language forms in names
used in English context, French forms used in French context and others.  He
described the t-ÿo systems set forth in Working Paper No. 12, ÿ/ saying that the
fÿr.ÿt shared characteristics with the BGN/PCGN system and that the second shared
characteristics with the writing systems of Czech, Bulgarian and other Slavic
lanÿageso  He drew attention to atlases published in Roman script coÿtries
which eLÿploy the system of the USSR Academy of Sciences in toponymy and stated
that the USSR had decided, once and for al!, that all cartography and related
documents were to employ that system.

The Convenor asked for comments, especially regarding the proposal set forth
in Working Paper No. 12, c/ paragraph 2, which states:  :'ÿhe time has come to
recommend the Romanization system applied on the Soviet maps as an international
one so as to uniform the lettering of place-names of our country in all the
cartographic works publiehed abroad."

/ÿ oo
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The discussion dealt with two aspects:

(i)  Linguistic evaluation of the Academy of Sciences romsnization°  Hers
Mr. Lewis felt that there were disadvautages in the treatment of the
Russian letter ÿ.

(ii)  ÿle donor principle.  The Convenor asked the members of the Working
Group who were present to address the question.

After a lengthy discussion of that matter of principle which comprised
many points, such as usage on the basis of resolutions adopted by
United Nations Conferences, nÿues material available, existing
romanization prsetices, etc., the majority of the members of the Working
Group declared themselves in favour of the donor principle.

The opponents stated that they saw in the unavailability of an ample
body of names a grave obstacle to acceptance of that principle, whereas
the supporters took the view that the acceptability of a romanization
system should be independent of the names material available.

Mr. Geelan suggested, as a counter proposal to the proposal contained in
Worhing Paper No. 12 (see above), postponement of a decision in, and further
consideration of the matter.

Yugosl sÿa

Fÿ. Breu described the matter of romanization in Yugoslavia as stable and

unchanged.

5.   The Convenor summed upby stating:  (a) that the majority of the members of
the Working Group was in favour of the donor principle ; (b) that that would not
relieve the Working Group of its duty to analyse systems presented by individual
countries and make proposals for improvements to the countries concerned before
approval by a United Nationsÿ Conference; (c) that inasmuch as the Third
United Nations Conference at Athens was the body which must pass on resolutions in
the matter rather than the United Nations Grouÿ of Experts, it seemed best to
refer drafting recommendations to further consideration by the Working Group.  He
invited ell the members of the Group of Experts to contribute to reaching a
solution in the time intervening before the Third Conference.

ooo
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Annex V

REPORT  OF  THE  WORKING  GROUP  ON
TRAINING  COURSES  0N  TOPONYMY

l o   The Chairman of the Working Group, Dr. 0rmieling, reviewed the progress ÿzhich
had been made since 1971 when the courage had first been proposed.  He presented
Working Paper No. 8 a/ which outlined the ctuÿrent stage of progress.  %ÿe
Working Paper was the outcome of two years' negotiations between the Dutch
delegation, on behalf of the Working Group, and the Government of the Netherlands.

,i

[
f

i  :
i

2ÿ   The membership of the Working Group was reviewed and Messrs. Coker, Gall and
Kok became members at their request while Messrs. Rayourn and GanJi replaced
Messrs. Delaney and Vadiie respectively.

3.   The discussions of the Working Grouÿ were based on the following points:
the time and duration of the course, the programme of the course, the
participating countries, the selection of students, the international lecturers
mud the follow-up courses.

1.  Time and duration of the course

h.   The Government of the Netherlands hÿl suggezted that the course be held in
the autumn of 1975 but lÿer accepted Dr. 0rmellng's suggestion that it should be
held between 26 April and 22 May 1976, as the smoum.t of work necessary to organize
the course would require more time.  The group also recognized the need for more
time and approved Dr. 0rmeling's suggestion.

2.  Pr_ggramLme of the training course

5.   The general outline of the programme of work as presented in the report of
the Fifth Session (ESA/RT/C/GN/3, annex V, para. 4) was revieÿed.  It was agreed
that the field collection and office treatment of names should form the main part
of the course ÿnd the Chairman intimated that the organizers intended to allot
to the two items one hs2f of the total course time.

After some discussion it was agreed that the whole programme should have
three parts only, so as to bring out the importance of field collection and office
treatment of names.  ÿqe prograEme would then consist of the following:

Part I (one week)

(i)  General introduction - global view of distribution of leaguages
and scripts;

,i
i

i,

a/ Copies of the document may be obtained, on request, from the Cartography
Section of the United Nations.

,.i
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(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

(v)

Toponymy terminoloÿv;

Functions of geographical names - philosophical view;

United Nations activities on standardization of geographical namesÿ

General problems of national names authority;

(vi)  Writing systems - conversion and non-written languages°

Part II (two weeks)

(i)  Field collection of names - general problems ÿd specific problems
as encoLÿtered in the Africa, East and West; Asia, South-East and
South-West; Arabic; Latin America; USSR; and USA-Canada divisions.

(ii)  Office treatment of names - general problems, specific examples and
automatic data processing.

Part III (one weÿ)

(i)  Exonyms;

(ii)  Generics and glossaries;

(iii)  National gazetteers.

The outline of the programme was then accepted. The group further recommended
that the detailed programme should be prepared to include:

(i)  Exercises in practical field collection;

(ii)  Seminars and discussions amongst the students under the guidance of the
lecturers;

(iii)  Exhibitions of gazetteers, various maps and literature;

(iv)  Excusions to libraries and cartographic institutionsÿ

(v)  Lectures which should be held preicrably in the mornings and the seÿinarsÿ
discussions, practical work and exc1ÿsions in the afternoons;

(vi)  Critical appraisal of the couÿse to be made by both the students and the
lecturers.

A certificate of attendance signed by the United Nations and the host country
directors -gould be issued at the end of the course.

..o
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3. •    e  articiÿating countries

The Chairman referred to the decision of the Government of the Netherlands
in Noveÿber 197ÿ to finance travel and accommodation costs of 25-30 students fromdeveloping countries which fit into their development aid programmes, such as

Bangladesh, Kenya, ÿlawi, Sri Lank aÿ Orÿiteÿ Republic of Tanzania, Zambia, and

p__ÿ-ÿ_ T  ....  further stated that the travel and accommodation costs of the.                          -      be met oÿ oÿeÿ bodies, preferably the
internatlonal lecturers would haÿe to          Y

United Nations.

After some discussion during ÿhich Messrs. Coker and Kok appealed for

participation by members of their divisions which had not been listed by the
Government of the Netherlands, the group agreed that the course should be thrown
open to all E1ÿlish-speaking countries.

T.qe Government of the Netherlands, after consultationÿ accepted the opinion of
the T,ÿorking Group and advised that invitations would be sent to all English-
speaking countries of Africa, East and West; Asia, South-East and India Divisions.
The invitations would be sent out in two phases; fizst, a general circular to all
the countries to establish their interest and secondly, an invitation to register
and select students for the course.  The Government of the Netherlands would thenoffer fellowships to those countries which fit into their development aid

programme.

4,   Selection of students

The group agreed that the students should be of university entrance level and
have linguistic and field experience in the subject of geographical names.  Several
experts indicated that they would send senior officers who would be able to
train and supervise Junior officers in the countries after having completed the
COLiX'S e.

5.   ÿze ÿnternation81 lecturers

The Working Group recommended that a lecturer be invited from each division
including the new China Division.  Preference should be given, however, to members
of the Group of Experts.

able to communicate in Fÿzglish fluently ÿnd be
ne lecturers ÿ,,oul,ÿ be

equipped with maps, visual and audio-visual aids to support their lectures.  The
success of the course woÿld depend on free communication between the lecturers and
students.  The selected lecturers shoÿ!d submit a sttmmÿry, of not less thÿn 800
words, of their lectures to the organizers in the Netherlands by 31 January 1976
for distribution to fellow lecturers and to students.

The Group recommended that the United Nations co-sponsor the Pilot Training
Course, including allocation of funds.

oo.
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6.   Follow-up courses

Nÿ'. Rayburn of the Canadian Pe:ÿmanent Coÿ.ttee on Geographical Names endorsed
the proposed course to be hosted by Canada in both English and French, on the
understanding that further courses ÿ¢ere to follow.  Although the financial
implications had not been considered, he confirmed that it ÿs a commitment that a
follow-up course would be held in Canada, in about 1978.

Mr. Ganji referred the Group to paragraph 9 of annexV of the Report of the
Fifth Session (ESA/RT/C/GN/3) end stated that, after the experience gained during
the pilot cotÿmseÿ he saw no reason Vny simultaneous courses could not be held in
various divisions.  He proposed to organize one in his division.

It ÿs noted that Dr. Gall had also held courses on a smaller scale ÿrithin his

Latin America Division.

. Kok noted that a divisional co1ÿse might be held in the Asia South-East
Division if some of the senior officers of the division attended the pilot course
and thanked the Government of the Netherlands for their offer to host the pilot
C ouÿse.

The Chairman expressed the hope that the initiative might lead, in the future,
to the establishment of a permanent toponymical training centre somewhere in the

developing world.

e • •



-28-

Annex VI

REPORT OF THE WOP/TI,_NG GROUP ON GAZETTEERS

I.   Tne Working Group, with open membership and Mr. Lewis as Convener, was
established by the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names at its

-                                                          utIfifth session held zn New York, 5-16 March 1973, with tasks as o ÿ.ned in
annex VI of the Report of the Fifth Session (ESAiRT/C/GN/3, para. 2).

2.   Three meetings were held.  The whole Group of E,ÿper,s participated.
Reference d¢ÿ.uments were:  Working Papers 19, 29 and 34ÿ .a/ resolutions 17, 23, 24,
25, 26 and 35 of the London Conference, b_/ all of which beÿr directly on one or
another of t/ÿe three types of gazetteers under discussion:

(a)  National gazetteersÿ

(b)  Provisional United iÿations gazetteers of the world;

i:

(c)  A concise United Nations gÿzetteer of the ÿrld in one or two volumes.

I
i:

3.   Dr. Breu gave a detailed account of the abridged Gazetteer of Austria
mentioned in Working Paper 19. a_/  ÿe Gazetteer, containing about 5,800 names,
had been prepared since the previous meeting of the Group of Experts.  Discussion
of format and content of national gazetteers coniÿrmed the specifications set out
in reÿolution 4 of the Geneva Conference. c_/  Further discussion centred around
the addition of a phonetic representation of place names in gazetteers, both from
the point of view of the national and the non-nationa! user and also in connexion
with the conversion into other writing systems of names given in gazetteers.

4.    It ÿas ccÿnfirmed once more that BGN gazetteers, if and when revised and
published jointly with and by the country covered in the gazetteer, could constitut
a provisional United Nations gazetteer after naticnal approval by thug country
had been granted, on the lines agreed by the Group of Experts in 1973 (see
ESA/RT/C/GN/3, annex VI, paras. 8-10).  Ka.nya and the United States Board on
Geographical Names were continuing to work jointly en the production of a new
Gazetteer of Kenya°  No further progress had been made on the proposal for joint
gazetteers of [hÿdersees Features.  Guatemala had been selected as the Latin
/ÿerican country for which a gazetteer would be produced Jointly with the ÿlited
States Board on Geographical Names.  As stated in previous meetings of the Working
Group, the provisional series of gazetteers based on the BGN gazetteers was to

'I

I

5/ Copies of the documents are available, on request, from the Cartography
Section of the United Nations.

b/ Second United Nations Conference on the Standardization of Geo,ÿranhical
Nÿmesÿ vol. I, P_sport of the Conference ÿUnited Nations publication, Sales No.
E. (-ÿ-ZI . 2 , .

i

i

e/ United Nations Conference on the Standardizatiou of ÿeog_ÿap,ÿh.ÿcÿ,l Nÿme%,
_Reÿozÿ of the Conference ÿUnited 1ÿations publication, Sales ÿ E.6d.I.9}.

qQo
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help in the preparation of a series of world gazetteers in the absence of such
gazetteers prepared by the national authorities concerned.

5.    Working Paper No. 29/Rev.l a_/ submitted by ÿ'k-° Rad6 Nÿas noted as reflecting
Dl v_ÿ ioI,.ÿ °the vÿews of the East Central  South-East F.urope and Soviet Union  ....  4ÿ"  iÿ

The third paragraph of the workir, g paper was generally accepted as the basis of
the format of the title page for national gazetteers.

6.    The Concise Gazetteer would be compiled according to the specifications of the
national gazetteers as defined at London. b_/  It was agreed that the Concise
Gazetteer should be based on existing national or co-operative provisional
gazetteers or on interim lists of geographical names compiled in accordance with
resolution 35 of the London Conference° b__/  qÿo principles of selection were
discussed:  first, to base the woÿ o11 map materiÿl at a uniform scaleÿ secondly,
to apply a more complex method? taking account of the relative importance of
differen5 areas of the countries concerned.  The second basis of selection was
preferred by a majority.  It was foreseen that the project would require an
editor and an editorial staffÿ one of whose tasks would be to determine in general
terms the size of each country's contribution.
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Annex VII

REPORT OF TITE WORKING GROUP ON
THE LIST OF COUNTRY Nÿ,ÿS

1.   The Working Group %-as established at the fifbh session of the Group of Experts
on Geographical Names held in New York, 5-16 Merch 1973.  The Convenor of the
Working Group was Mr. Nÿdÿlec (France), the Rapporteur was Mr. Breu (Austria),
and the following members of the working group were present:  Mr. Coker (Nigeria),
Mr. Lewis (United Kingdom), Mr. Page (United States of America)ÿ Mr. Rad6 (Hungary). •
Mr. Vadiie (Iran), also a member of the Group, was absent.

i:¸
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i
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i
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2.   Since the fifth session of the Group of Experts, the Working Group had worked
only by correspondence and its tasks had been divided among its members on the

basis of geographical or linguistic consideration.

3.   The activity of the Working Group called for the collection of complete and
accurate data.  This wÿs greatly affected by two types of exchange of

correspondence:

(a)  the exchange of correspondence between the m&mbers of the Working Group
and the experts representing the divisionsÿ and

(b)  the exchsmge of correspondence between the experts representing the
divisions and the national experts.

4.   Owing to the various tasks of the experts, that correspondence had worked
more or less well in the interval between the previous session of ÿle Group of
Sxperts and the current one.  As a result, Working Paper No. 42 ÿ/ which
constituted a first list of the country names, was neither complete nor up to date.

5.   ÿue attention of the experts was drawn to the importaut contributions made by
Mr. Breu (Austria) and Mr. Gall (Guatemala)ÿ the former, both as a member of
the Working Group and as an eÿert representing a division, the latter, as an
expert of a division.  The contribution of Mr. Breu was presented in Working

Paper No. 17. ÿ/

6.   ÿ. Coker indicated that there had been slow progress in obtaining the
necessary data, as only a very s1ÿll number of African countries had replied to

his circular letter.

7.   Working Paper No. 42 did not include information given by Messrs. Page and
Rad6, which, ÿfortunately, had reached the Convertor too late.  The contribution
of Mr. Had6 was contained in Working Paper No. 40. a/  The data given by
Messrs. Page andRad6 would be incorporated by the Convertor of the Working Group

T

a/ The document is available, upon reÿlest, from the Cartography Section of

the United Nations.

moo
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after the current session°  All other data given directly to the Convenor of the
Working Croup during the current session would also be processed in the same way.
That ÿncluded, inter alia, data from Messrs. Ayoubi (Lebanon), Gall (Guatemala),
Gonzÿlez (ÿ3ÿ_ÿ_. ÿ,  Banltuug (ÿ%ai!and)                                            ÿ  Shÿuÿa (India) and Velÿzquez (C'ÿoa)                                                                                   .    The
remarks merle by ÿ:. Ayoubi and Mr. Sharÿia appeared respectively in Working Papers
No. 50ÿ No. 45 and No. 45/Add.1..a/  At that point the permanent task of the
activities of the I Iorking Group was recognized bF the Group of Experts as the
continuous updating of the list of country names which had been shown to be
necessary.

8.    The eÿerts of the China Division and of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Repÿfolics Division would provide the Convenor of the Working Group with the names
in Chinese characters and in Cyiÿi!lic charactersÿ as used at the United Nationsÿ
for all the corm.tries of the world°  They would also provide corresponding
transliterated or transcribed versions of names in Latin characters in accordance
with the adopted systems currently in use in China and the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics.

9.    It was generally agreed that for all countries not using Latin characters,
the local names contained in the list would be those resulting from the application
of a transcription or transliteration sÿystem recommended by a resolution of a
United Nations conference on geographical names or, if not available, from a
system officially adopted and used in the country concerned.

10.  It was also agreed that, in addition to the short traditional formÿ
abbreviations officially and commonly used should also be placed on the list of
the countries of the world.

ll.  In order to define better the tasks of the Working Groupÿ it was decided that,
in countries where several languages are used, the Group would limit its research
to the only languages which could be considered as official at the national level,

12.  In addition to the experts listed at the beginning of the report, the
Working Group will include in the future, Messrs. Gall (Guatemala), Gonz£1ez
(Spain), Komkov (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) and Qiao Feng (China).

I
I

oo,
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Annex VIII

rl-ÿ  T   "LIST OF PAEI_CÿPÿITS

Africa East Division

W. J. Absaloms
(Kenya)

Secretary
Standing Committee on Cÿographical

Names
Survey of Kenya
P.O. Box 300h6, Nairobi

Africa West Division

R. Oluÿole Coker
(Nigeria)

Federal Survey Department

Lagos

H. Bulugma
(Libyan Arab Republic )

R. B. Seid
(Libyan Arab Republic)

S° Abdo
(Saudi Arabia)

M. A1-Faye z
(Saudi ÿ'abia)

S. A1-Robaishy
(Saudi A=abia)

S. Bawazeer
( Saudi Arabia)

Arabic Division

Division Chairman M. E1-Ayoubi
(Lebanon)

Inspecteur £ la Direction des
Affaires Gÿographiques

President de la Commission de
Toponymie, Beirut

Benghazi University

Ministry of Education, Tripoli

Department of Geography
University of Riyadh

Central Department of Statistics
Ministry of Finance, Riyadh

Director-General Aerial Survey
Department

MinistÿJ of Petroleum and Mineral
Resources

P.O. Box 247, Riyadh

c/o Saudi Arabian Educational
.ssion

880 Third Avenue (17th floor)
New York, N.Y. 10022
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Asia, East Division other than China

(no representatives)

sia South-East Division

Division Chairman S. T. Kok
(Malaysia)

Director General of Survey,
Director of Nationa! Ms@pingÿ

Malaysia
Sÿvey Iÿadqtÿrters
Jalan Gurney, Kuala Lumpur

B. Khamasundara
(Thailand)

B. Narmwang
(Thailand)

Asia South-ÿ.West Division other than Aro,bic

Division Chairman M. H. GanJi
(Iran)

Y. M. Nawabi
(Iran)

Royal ÿnai Survey Department
Bangkok

Royal Thai Sÿvey Department
Bangkok

H. Dane shvar
(Iran)

Department of Geography
University of Tehran, Tchran

Department of Linguistics
Faculty of Arts and Literature
Pahlavi University, Shiraz

National Geographic Organization
Tehran

China Division

Division Chairman Yang Leiguang
(China)

Qiao Feng
(China)

Bao Hao
(Chin )

State Bureau of Surveying and
Cartography

BeiJing

State Bureau of Surveying and
Cartography

BeiJing

State Bureau of Surveying and
Cartography

Beijing

/ÿoo
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D ÿ. o,. h and German-sÿgÿ_Divi s ion

Division Chairman E. Meynen
(Federal Republic of
Germany)

Chairman of the Permanent Commibtee on
Geographical Names

Leÿgenberÿeg 82
D-53 Bonn-Bad Godesberg

F. J. Ormeling
(Netherlands)

l:f
!:
I

lj

J. Breu

(Austria)

E. Haack
(German Democratic
Republic )

East Central emd South-East Europ_£ Division

S. Rad6
(Hungary)

D. P. Blok
(Netherlÿnds)

Head of the Cartography
International Institute for Aerial

Survey smd Earth Science
144 Boulevard 1945, Enschede

Director
Institute for Dia!ectoloÿ, Folklore

and Onomastics of the Royal Dutch
Academy of Science and Letters

Keizersgracht 569-571, Amsterdam-C

Osterreichisches 0st- und
SGdosteuropa Institut

Josefsplatz 67 A-1190 Vienna

Ministerium des Innern
Verwaltung Vermessungs- und

Kartenwesen
Mauerstr. 29-32, DDR 108 Berlin

Director
Department of Cartography
National Office of Lands and Mapping
V. Kossuth LaJos Tÿr ll
1860 Budapest

India Division

D. N. Sharma
Atri Karnal
(India)

Latin America Division

Division Chairman Francis Gall
( Guat emal a )

Director
Southeÿ Circle
Survey of India
22 Richmond Road, Bangalore

]3 Avenida "A" 14-23
Colonia Loma Linda, Z.ll
Ciudad de Guatemala

, i,
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I. Velÿzquez Garcÿa
(Cuba)

Director T6cnico de Cartografÿa
Instituto Cubano de Geodesia y

(ÿartografla
Loma y 39, Nuevo Vedado, Habana

Norden Division

P. Hovda
(Norway)

Chief, Place-Names ÿz-chives
University of Os!o
Blindern, Oslo 3

Romÿo-Hellenic Division

Division Chairman F. Nÿdÿlec
(France)

!ng6nieur-en-Chef Gÿographe
Institut Ggographique National
136 bis rue de Grenelle
75 Paris (7ÿme)

J. A. Gonz£1ez
(spain)

Instituto Geogrgfico y Cadastral
General Ibafiez 3, Fmdrid 3

M. Setatos
(Greece)

Mr. Stoforopoulos
(Greece)

D. Vayacacos

(Greece)

University of Thessaloniki

CounseLlor of Embassy
Permanent Mission of Creece to the

United Nations
69 East 79th Street
New York, N.Y. 10021

Acad6mie d'Athÿnes
Anaÿnostcpoulou 14
Athens 136

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics Division

A. M. Komkov
(Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics)

Vice-Chairman of the Permanent Joint
Committee on Geographical Names

Cartographic Scientific Information
Centre

Novoshchukinskaya ll
123098 Moscow D-98

aoo
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United Kinzd.om Division

Division Chairman H. A. G. Leÿs
(United Kingdom)

Permanent Committee on Geographical
Name s

c/o Royal Geographical Society
Kensington Gore
onat,n  S.W.7. A.R.

P. J. Geelan
(United Kingdom)

Perÿnent Coÿlittee on Geographical
Names

c/o Royal Geoÿ-aphical Society
Kensington Gore
London S.W.7. A.R.

United States of America and Canada Division

Carl R. Page
(United States of
America)

R. R. Randall
(United States of
America)

A. Rayburn
(Canada)

Division Chairman M. F. Burrill
(United States of
America)

5503 Grove Street
Chevy Chase, Maryland 20015

Canadian Permanent Committee on
Geographical Names

580 Booth Street
Ottawa KIA 0E 4

Geographic Names Division
Topographic Center
Defense Mapping Agency
6500 Brooks Lane
Washington, D.C. 20315

United States Board on Geographical
Names

Building 56ÿ U.S. Nava! Observatory
Washington, D.C. 20305

ooe
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Annex IX

LIST OF DOCLÿ{ENTS

Working Papeÿÿ No. 1 and Rev.1

Working Paper No. 2

-  Proÿisiona! Agenda

-  Bibliography of Gazetteers and Glossaries of
Geographical Names:  World, Countries aud
Territories 1945ÿ1973, compiled by Emil Meynen

Working Paper No. 3

Working Paper No. h

Working Paper No. 8

Working Paper No. 9

Working Paper No. l0

Working Paper No. Ii

Working Paper No. 12

Working Paper No. 13

Working Paper No. 6

Working Paper No. 7

Working Paper No. 5

-  Aims, Functions and Modus Operandi of the
United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical
Names (F. Gall, Guatemala)

-  Bibliography of documents on Geographical Names
presented to various United Nations Conferences
(Secretariat)

-  Report on the standardization of geogrstohical
names in Norway since the meeting in 1973

Eÿnimos (J.     "'" "          "ÿ-                 Gonÿaÿeÿ and F. Vaÿquez, Spain)

-  Report of the Asia, South-East Division
(S. T. I(okÿ Malaysia)

-  Trsining Courses in Toponymy
(D. P. Blok and F. J. Ormeling, Netherlands)

-  Progress report on the standardization of
geographical names in the Netherlands
(Netherlands)

-  Some consequences of an integral use cf
diacritical signs in the spelling of geographical
names (delegation of the Netherlands)

-  On the standardization of geographical nemes in
the Soviet [ÿion in 1972-1974
(A. M. Komkov, USSR)

-  On the Rommnization system for place-nemes of
the USSR (A. M. Komkov, USSR)

-  On the compilation of the Gazetteer of Russian
Conventionÿl Names for Geographical Entities in
Foreign Countries (A. M. Komkov, USSR)

/ÿoo
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Wcrking Paper No. 14

Working Paper No. 15

-  Informative Report (A. M. Komkov, USSR)

-  Names of the USSR Republics in their local
spellings and in their United Nÿ5ions official
forms (A° M. Koÿ:ov, USSR)

Working Paper No. 16 -  Rapport sur la normalisation des noms
geographlqu,.s   Rappor% d'Activitÿ
(delegation of Lebmÿon)

Working Paper No. 17 -  List of Country Names (J. Breu, Austria)

Working Ps@er No. 18

Working Ps@er No. 19

Working Paper No. 20.

-  ÿ,ÿit hdrawn

-  Gazetteer of Austria (J. Breu, Austria)

-  Report on the East Central and South-East
Europe-Soviet Union Divisional meeting

Working Paper No. 21

Working Paper No. 22

-  Extraterrestrial topographic features (Hungary)

-  Definitions of terms used in geographical names
standardization  (Hungary)

Working Paper No. 23

Working Paper No. 24

-  Undersea and Maritime Features (Hungary)

Romanization of Koresn geographical names in
the People's Democrÿhic Repÿolic of Korea

(Hÿgary)

Working Paper No. 25 -  Comparative table of Korean Romÿnization

systems (Hungaÿz)

Working Paper No. 26

I
!

Working Paper No. 27

Working Papler No. 28

-  Romanization of Chinese geographical names

(Hunga1ÿJ)

-  Reduction of exonyms (Hungarf)

-  Romanization of Bulgarian, Russian and Mongolian
geographical names(Hungary)

Working Paper No. 29 and Rev.l -  International gazetteers (Hungary)

Working Paper No. 30            -  List of Country Names (Hungary)

Working Paper No. 31            -  Seventh session of the Group of Experts on
Geographical Names (Hungary)

il¸
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Working Paper No. 32 -  Report by the Imperial Gove1ÿment of Iran on
transliteration of geographical names (Iran)

Working Paper No. 33 -  On the nsmes of mÿitime features and undersea
features (Federal Republic of Germany)

Workiÿ4ÿ Paper No. 34 United Nations Gazetteer of the World, under
the auspices of the United Nations; Volume:
Federal Republic of Germany (Federal Republic
of Germany)

Working Paper No. 35 Relaciones de Palses (J. Corderas D., Spain)

Working Paper No. 36 -  Report by the Expert for Latin America
(Francis Gall, Guatemala)

Working Paper No. 37 -  Glossaire de la terminologie employ@e dans
la normalisation des noms gÿographiques
(F. Nÿd@lec, France)

Working Paper No. 38 -  Report of the Africa West Division
(R. O. Coker, Nigeria)

Working Paper No. 39 -  Report for the sixth session of the United
Nÿbions Group of Experts on Geographical Names
(Experts from Greece)

Working Paper No. 40 -  List of Countÿj Names (Working Group on the
List of Countries) (Hungary)

Working Paper No. 41 -  Report of the Dutch ÿnd German-speaking Division
(E. Spiess, Switzerland)

Working Paper No. 42 -  Groupe de travail pour la liste des pays du mon'!e
edele c,(F.  "" ÿ     France)

Working Paper No. 43 Speech by Yang Leiguang, Head of the Group of
Geographical Names Experts, Stÿe Bureau of
Surveying and Cartography of the People's
Republic of uÿh_inÿ, at the sixth session of the
United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical
Names

Working Paper No. 44 -  Report of the Working Group on Definitions of
the United Nations Group of Experts on
Geographical Names

Working Paper No. 45 and Add. l -  List of Coÿmtry Names (D. N. Sharma, India)

Qao
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Working Paper No. 46
Report of the Africa East Division
(W. J. Absaioms, Kenya)

Working Paper No. 47

Working Paper No. 48

List of submarine names (S. Rad6, Hungary)

Working Paper No. 53

Working Paper No. 54

Working Paper No. 55 and Corr.l  -

Working Paper No. 56

Working Paper No. 57

Information Paper No. i

Information Paper No. 2

Information Paper No. 3

Information Paper No. 4

Working Paper No. 52

Working Paper No. 49

Working Paper No. 50

Working Paper No. 51

-  Report of activities since the fifth session

(UoA-Canaaÿo Division)

-  Report by Canada (USA-Canada Division)

-  Liste des pays du monde (M. Ayoubi, Lebanon)

-  Tableau des am{nagements acceptables pour
la translit&ration de l'Arabe (M. Ayoubi,
Lebanon, and F. N{dÿlec, France)

The use of diacritics in an automated
typesetting process at the United States
Library of Congress (R. Randall, USA)

Informe de Actividades (Y. Ve].ÿzquez Gate, a,

Cuba)

Statement by the Chairman of the Group of
Eÿerts on Geographical Names introducing
programme suggestions related to the third
Conference agenda (M. Burrill, USA)

Reoort of the Chairman o- Activities related
to over-all work and interests of the Group
of Experts 1973ÿ1975 (H. Bua-rillÿ USA)

Report on Standaralzat on of Geographical
Names (Arabic Division)

-  Summary record of the Working Group on
Extraterrestrial Features

_  Provisional list of participmuts

German translation of the English document
E/CONF.61/L.I/Rev.2, June 1972, entitled:
"A glossary of technical terminology for
employment in the standardization of
geographical names"

-  Press Release EC/2597 and Corr.l

_  Provisional List of Documents

leoe



Information Paper No. 5

Information Paper No. 6

-  Comments on the US BGN gazetteers (USA)

-  Ibn Blfhid as a contributor to the stu<v of
geographical names of Saudi Arabia
(A. S. Abdo, Saudi Arabia)
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Appendix

AIMS, FUNCTIONS AND MODUS 0PFÿRANDI

i.   By Economic and Social Council resolÿbion I31h (XLIV) of 31 May 1968 and
later ones, the United Nations Group of Experts o11 Geographical Names has been
charged with providing for continuous co-ordination and liaison among countries to
further the standardization of geographical names and to encourage the formation
and the work of linguistic/geographical divisions.

2.    In order to carry out its work and achieve the results required, on both the
national and the international levels, as specified in the  ....  oJ.utÿ.ons adepted at
United Nations conferences, the linguistic/geographical divisions listed below
were formed:

Africa East Division
Africa West Division
mabic Division

Asia, East Division (other than China)
Asia, South-East Division
Asia, South-West Division (other than #mabic)
China Division
Dutch and German-speaking Division
East Central and South-East Europe Division
India Division
Latin America Division
Norden Division
Romano-Hellenic Division
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics Division
United Kingdom Division
United States of America-Canada Division

i

3.   Membership of Divisions

(a)  A country not already a member of a division will decide for itself to
which division it wishes to belong.

(b)  A country may also participate in the activities of divisions other than
its own, provided the total number of countries and the naÿzure of their
participation are not such as to change the linguistic/geographical character of the
division.

4.    The Group of Experts is composed of one representative from each division.
Countries within each division will select, by methods of their own choosing,
an expert to represent the division at meetings of the Group of Experts and to speÿ
when required to do so, on behalf of the division as a whole at United Nations
conferences on the standardization of geographical names.  As an interim measure,
the officers of the present Group of Experts will continue to function until
replaced by election.

ooQ
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5.    The appointed expert will be responsible for ensuring that the work of the
Group of Eÿerts and its potential for technical assistance are brought to the
attention of the individual nations within his division and for reporting to
the United Nations any special problems within his division.

6.    Governments may appoint national e:ÿerts to attend meetings of the Group of
Experts on the understanding that the said national experts will have the right of
voice and that their attendance will be coÿordinated with the expert who represents
the division in question and who will vote on behalf of the division.  The Group
of Experts would welcome participation by countries that have not yet participated
in conferences or Group of Experts sessions, especially when their lanÿaage or
script is to be takenunder consideration.

7.    The Group of Experts will elect the following officers:  a Chairman, a
Vice-Chairman and a Rapporteur.

8.    The elections mentioned under item 7 will be held at the termination of the
respective United Nations conference on the standardization of geographical names.
The officers will serve until their successors are elected at the next conference.
The Cartography Section of the United Nations will provide the secretariat for the
Group.

9.    In the absence of the Chairman, the Vice-Chairman will assume the office of
Chairman.  In the absence of the Vice-Chairman or the Rapporteur, the Chairmmn
will appoint persons to complete the unexpired portion of their terms of office.

10.  The Group of Experts will meet in accordance with the precedents set by
the Economic and Social Council.

ll.  Persons with special knowledge of particular aspects of the standardization of
geographical names may be invited to place before the Group of Experts their
specialized knowledge.

12°  During the meetings of the Group of Experts, special working groups may be
appointed to deal with particular issues.  Upon completieu of the appointed task,
the working group will be automatically disbanded unless especially directed to
remain in being.

13.  Working groups of specialists may be formed under the chairmanship of one of
the nations& experts referred to in paragraph 6 to study particuler problems
betÿeen meetings of the Croup of Experts.  Such groups will only be formed with the
approval of the Group of Experts before submission to the Unitÿed Nations conference
on the standardization of geographical names for final acceptance.

14.  The working languages of the United Nations selected for the conduct of
business during the meetings of the Group of Experts will depend upon the nature of
the representation and the facilities available at the time.

/o. •
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15.  The Group of Experts will maintain communication among themselves and will
render a report of their main activities semi-annually to the Cartography Section
of the United Nations and to the members and officers of the Group.

16.  Apart from communication through formal channelsÿ experts representing
divisions and also national representatives will be rotified by informal means
of the transactions, programmes and recÿirements of the Group of Experts.

17.  The GroIID of Experts will encourage countries to supply information to other
nations within or outside their respective divisions and also to the United

Nations Cartography Section.

i

i



T

i

ESAIRTICIGNI 
17 June 1975

ORIGINAL:  ENGLISH

REPORT OF THE UNITED NATIONS GROUP OF EXPERTS ON GEOGRAPHICAL NAMES
ON  THE  WORK  OF  ITS  SIXTH  SESSION

(held at United Nations Headquarters from 5-26 March 1975)

Terms   of  reference

i.   The United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names was invited by the
Secretary-General, in pursuance of Economic and Social Council resolution
1314 (XLIV) and the decision of its 1854th meeting in May 1973, to convene at the
United Nations in New York from 5 to 26 March 1975.

Attendance

2.   The session was attended by 39 experts from 25 countries representing 15 of
the 16 geographical/linguisitc divisions of the world (see annex VIII).  "The Chief
of the Cartography Section served as the Secretary for the Group.

of the session

3.   The session was opened on behalf of the Secretary-General by the Assistant
Director of the Transport and Cartography Branch of the Centre for Natural
Resources, Energy and Transport, Department of Economic and Social Affairs.  The
Chairman of the Group of Experts thanked the United Nations for the services set
at its disposal.

h.   The Group agreed to follow the same rules of procedure as in the previous
sessionsÿ it was agreed that the meetings of the working groups should be held in
the plenum of the Group of Fÿerts°

5.   The Group adopted the following agenda:

o

2

Opening of the session

Adoption of the agenda

3.   Review of divisional composition
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