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REFPORT PRESENTED BY TURKEY 7O THE THIRD CONFERENCE
OF THE UNTTED NATTONS ON THE STANDARDIZATION OF
GEOGRAPHICAL NAIMES

Although Turkey has not participated in the Second Conference of the
United Nations on the Standsrdization of Geographical Names held in 1972, she has
followed up‘the resolutions of the Conference and implemented them to the extent
possible,

In this repoxrt, Turkish,views ars summarized on basic topics such as the
gctiviﬁies carried out in Turkey on the standardization of geographical names,
mezsures to be taken for improvement of these gtudies and achievement of further
progress in internationzl co-operation in this regard.

{a} Activities carried out in Turkey on the Stendardization of
Geogravhical Names and its Orzanization

. In Turkey activities started on the standardization of gecgraphical nawes
| a long time ago and in the beginning the geodetic and cartographic organizations
were conducted by the Minigtyry of Inberior and Geographers. By =z Governnent decree
in 1957, the activities were reorganized and z "Commigsion of Experts" was
~established within the Ministry of Interior. This Commission consisis of
representatives of the Ministry of Intexior, ﬁinistry of National Defence, Ministry
of Nationsl Edusaiioﬁ, General Staff, concerned facwlties of the universities,
Turkish National Liﬁguistics Centre and the General Directorate of Mapping. It is
the responsibility;of this Commission to carry out the activities on the 7
stendardization of the names of settlement centres - which make up sdministrative
divisions such as proviﬁces, districts, sub-digtricts and villages - and of
geographical features and regions including seas.
The names and facts collected in the field by the topographers according to
certain forms are reviewed and stendardized by the Commission of Bxperts, In the

course of thig review work, conformity of the geographical names with the spelling
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rales and measures to differentiate the names of especially inhabited places in various
.egions of the country used in duplication must be taken into consideration. 1In
compliance with concerned legislation in this regard, the nanes reviewsd by the
Commission are first forwarded to the Governorships for'ﬁhé.approval of the
Administrative Boards and Generszl Councils of the Provinces, and actbrdirg to thé views
expressed by them through the Governorships, they are reviewed again, if deemed necessary
and then finalized. The standardization of the names of aﬁministrative divigions such
ag proV1nces and districts, determired by the Commisgion can only be finalized under the
present 1eglslatlon, in ﬁerms of a new legistation to be adopted to this end: This is why
the names of prov1nces and distiicts reviewed by the Commission ave submitted, through
the Minlstry of Interlof, tc the Turkish CGrand National Assembly, where they are finaligzed
after baing approved bis |
- The namss of the other admlnistratlve divigions and the geOgraphlcal features are
submitted to the approval of the Ministry of Interior; upon completlon of the
standardization process carried out by the Commission of Experis. In case of dpproval,
these nemes are published in the official gazette for the benefit of all official and
private establishments. It is obligatory to use the standardized names publighed in the
official gazette.

Within the framework of the aciivities carried out in this regard, priority has been
given to ‘the settlement centres, out of which the names of 67 provinces, 672 districfs
and their component divisions covering all of Turkey, are completely standardized and
publighead in a book. . .

On the other hand, studies on the stendardization of the nsmes of natural features

-guch as gulfs, bays, rivers, mountaine, lighthouses etc., have progressed much more
glowly. One reason for this is the heavy work load involved in thisg regard and the
 other is the necessity of carrying out studies to this end along with map production

and revision activities.

It is expected to reorgenize the present Comnisgion of Experts for promoting and
accelerating its activiities on the standardization of geographical nemes, in the light
of the developments at the Third Conference and the sbudies of the other countries in
this regaxrd,

(b} Co-operstion between map production and standardization of
geographical nameg

Production of nmaps ab various scales and especially at large scales in Turkey as
well as in all countries are given due imporbance, because of its congiderable

.ontribution to development efforts of countries. The large scale maps are produced by
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means of photogrammetric methods and then edited'with ﬁémeé ori’it, as a result of the
.tivities carried oubt in the field on the spot. On the -oth'éf\'c" hand, the smaller scale
maps are produced by conversion from those of the lavger scale through cartographic
procedures carried out ih the office. _Therefgre,_exqept'fOfJa few exceptional cases, the
initial work in the collecticn of names is carﬁied cut by.ﬁopographers during large scale
mapping or their revision in_the.field. In principle, topographers colizct the names by
consulting the coﬁﬁéteht doministrative authorities and the elderly citizens resident in
the area znd attaoh_particular importance Tto names useﬁAby the people. During the course
of this process, a name overlay of trangparent bese material ig used for coinciding the
names at their exact locetion on the map. EBesides the collected nemed are also listed
in & table. | .

The names accordingly collected in the field are reviewed and finalized by”ﬁﬁe
ahove-mentioned Commission of Experts and then printed on maps at suitable spaces and
characters, according to the scale of the map. The pumber and Gistribution of names on
each ﬁap are dependant on its scale and defined in instructions.

In the beginnihg, some gaps have been encountered in the standardization of _
geographical names because of latk of sufficieﬂt oonordiﬁation in their collection.
Fovever, action is taken for eliminstion of thsée"def%piencies during the revision of base
.ps and epplication of these corrections Yo the smal-]:er scale maps when new editions are
produced within the framework of production plans.

(c) Sheets of Turkey of 1/1.000,000 scale International World Map

Turkey does pot accept the sheets of Turley of 1/1.000.000 scale International
World Map indicated in the United Nations Publications mubered ST/ESA/SER-D-/16 as

official map sheets, belonging to Turkey ‘tacsuse they are not produced by her. Therefore
Turirey has planned to produce eight sheels covering Turkey in conformity with
Aspecifications determined fox l/anO0.000 seale International World Map and by applying
the game gheet 1ine syaten. During the production of sheets, preparation of a gazeleer
slong with it has been considered. For this purpose initially a new gazetleer dependant
on 1/500.000 scale map has been prepared aolely for national use. The 1/1;000.000
gazeteef ghall be produced by teking into congideration the experiences attained in the
production of the recently completed gazetteerendby means of lmplementing the
resolutions adOpted at the Second United Wations Conference on Geographical Names in

. this connexion. The neme and address of the cstablichment responsible for the preparation
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of the above-mé}fsioned 1/1'__.0'00.0-00; scgle map and the gazetteer are as follows: .
"Harite- Genel Midiirl g
Cebeci, Ankars i
Turkey'

Diving the course of:these sctivities, i is thought that collabsrativn shall be =

made with fhe"héiglhboufing‘.counﬁries on the spelling of the names which fall outside
the t:&é'rr;it'ories of 'Turk'ey_ . ‘ '

The map and gazé‘ﬁlc aer J‘;rlqﬁestion are expected to be completed by the forthcomivﬁg
Conference on the Standardization of Geographical Names. '

(4) Other Sopics 7

(1) Training cdl_lrses .

Turkey supporte the suggeétiolq for asrrangement of traininé‘ coursés on the
standsrdization of geographical na'z‘n’esrby the United Netions. Tt would be useful to
circulate the course prograzmﬁes 't:o_'u the nations in +time for them +o make their own
arrangements '-:fox';"‘distribution o-f_‘these programmes to the concerned establishments which
sh#ll nominate the traineels'. '

T (2) :Iﬁli;key nakes use of the automatic date processing in compilation of gazetteers. .

It is also considered to improve the automatic dsta processing in such s way as to cover

the other fields of work velated to geographical names.




