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THIRD UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE 07 THE
STANDARDIZATTION OF GEOGRAPHICAL FAMES

Athens, 17 August-7 Sentember 1977

Item bk (d) of the provisional agenda.
Policies, procedures and co-operative
arrangements for the naming of features
beyond a single sovereienty:
(d) Extraterrestrial features

PROBLEMS OF EXTRATERRESTRIAL TOPOGRAPHIC FEATURE NOMENCLATURE ¥

Paper presented by the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics

*# Material for the report of the Yorking Group on the names of
extraterrestrial topographic features. Prepared by A. M. Komkov (USSR), Chairman
of the Working Group.
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PROBLEMS OF EXTRATERRESTRIAL TOPOGRAPHIC FEATURE NOMENCLATURE

The period between the second and the third United Nations Conferences on the
standardization of geographical names is characterized by intensive development of
space research. §Space research apparatus were used for investigation of the moon
as well as Mars, Mercury., Venus and cther planets of the solar system.

Successful execution of space programmes in the USSR, USA and other countries
promoted a wide programme of the moon surface mapping at scales 1:2,000,000,
1:500 000, 1:250 000 and larger, Mars - at scales 1:5,000,0C0, 1:1,000,000;
1:250,000; Mercury - &t scale 1:5,000,000. These developments csaused the demand,
which keceps growing, for raming of & considerable number of surface formations of
different type and shape cn different celestial bodies. That is why it became
evidently necessary to revisec the former views on naming of extraterrestrial
topographic features based on the moon investigation with telescopes.

To solve the problem of naming of a much greater number of topographic
features of diverse types and forms on the surface of different planets and their
satellites it became necessary to apply a new, toponymical approach.

Having started investigation of this problem the Working Group on the names
of extraterrestrial topographic features 1/ in recent years held five meetings
timed to the fourth (1972), fifth (1973) and sixth {1975) sessions of the United
Nations Group of Experts on geographical names. Between the sessions the work
was conducted by correspondence.

First of all the Working Group communicated with the International Astronomic
Union (IAU) - scientific-public organization which practically deals with naming
of extraterrestrial bodies and their surface formations. The first steps in this
direction were not reassuring. We applied to the IAU President 2/ and Secretary-
General with an offer of co-operation, but received a negative in-essence replv. 3/
But afterwards we managed to establish business relations with the IAU.

The TAU XVth Censral Assembly held in Sidney, 1973, introduced amendments to
the structure and procedure of preparation and examination of proposals on
ncmenclature of planets and their satellites. The Working Group on the Planetary
Syvstem Nomenclature E/ was set up as well as a number of task groups on nomenclature
of the moon, Mars, Mercury, Venus and outer planets of the solar system. The

l/ Initially the following three experts were elected as members of the
Working Croup: A. M. Komkov, Chalrman (USSR)j M, F. Burrill (USA)3 H. G. Lowis

(UK). In 1973-1975 they were joined by S. Raddé (Hungary), R. Randall (USA),
D. Sharma (India), D. Vayacacos (Greece).

2/ Letter to the IAU President B. Stressberg and Secretary-General S. Jager,
of 1k August 1973.

3/ Reply letter to Mr. Burrill, Chairman of the United Wations Group of
Experts, of 21 August 1973.

L/ The IAU Working Group is composed of P. Millman, Chairman {Canada), B. Levin

(USsSR), D. Morrison (USA), A. Dollfus (France), C. Mayer (USA), T. Owen (USA)

. Pettenzill (USA), B. Smith (USA), S. Runcorn (UK).
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