ESA/RT/C/cH/2
11 March 1971

_ ORIGINAL: ENGLISH

" REPORT OF THE AD AD HOC GROUP OF EXPERTS OoN TR
- GEOGRAPHICAL NAMES ON ITS THIRD SESSION = FLE

(Held at Unlted‘Natlons Headquarters
: from 2 to 12 February 1971)

Terms of reference

174 The Ad Hoc Group of Experts on Geographlcal Names was invited by’the
rj_Secretary-General in pursuance of Economic .and Social Council resolutlon » .
4151& (XLIV), to convene its third sé551on at Un1ted Nations Headquarters from e
.2 to 12 February 1971. The Group met to consider the preparatlons for the'
Second United Nations Conference on the Standardizatlon of Geographical Names,

| which will. be held in London durlng the first half of 1972. The Group also
considered reports on reglonal activ1t1es, by d1v1s1on, and the work of its
three worklng Groups, set up durlng its second sesslon, on Undersea Features,~rf

Extraterrestrlal Topographlc Names, and a Slngle Romanlzatlon System.;

Attendance

L24 The session was attended by twenty-three experts representlng twelve of N
the fourteen geographlcal/llngulstlc d1v1s10ns of the world’ as ‘defined by the k

eGroup of Experts in the1r alms, functions and: modus operandi (see annex I)

3.0 Erik 0. Dahle, Chlef of the Cartography Section, acted as the Executlve
VSecretary and Chris N Chrlstopher served as the Secretary for the Group. -

' Openingrof the.session>,

h.r The sess1on was opened on behalf of the Secretary-General by the Executlve »

Secretary.



Adoption of the rulesrof procédure-'

5. The GfoUp adopted as 1its rulesrof.procedure those of the Geneva Conferencei/

~as modified at its second session.

Officers of the third session

6., The officers at the third session were:
Chairman: Meredith F. Burrill
Vice-Chairman: A.M. Komkov

Rapporteur:  D.P. Blok

Messrs. Geelan, Nédélec and Page were appointed by the Chairman to assist the

rRapporteUr.

i

Adoption of the agenda

7. The Group adopted the revised provisional agenda as its agenda for the session
(annex II).- | '

Name of the Group

8. - During.the séséion; the Group agreed that the term "Ad Hoe" should be dropped
from its title. The Group therefbre recommends to the Second United Nations
Conference on the Standardization of Geographical Names that the name should be

changed to. "United Nations Group of Experts on Gébgraphical Names".

.

Reports on regional activities

‘Africa Souﬁh of the Sahara

9. In accordance with the request made by the Grbup ofAExperts at its second
session, the Secretariat had sent out a questionnaire to the thirty-five Member

,Staxes dnthis diVision; Mr. Loxton reported that thirteen Governments had,repliéd;

l/ United-Nations Conference on the Standardization of Geographical Némes, vol. I:
" Report of the Conference (United Nations publication, Sales No.: E.68.1.9), '

- . DPe 1. : : :
2/ ESA/RT/C/GN/1, para. 5.



‘he had summarized those replies in his report which was circulated during the
session as Information Paper No. h.é/ In the absence of Mr. Loxton, the

. Chairman gave additional background information on the report. He Informed
the Group that, though Mr. Loxton was no longer with the Survey of Kenya, he
remained the expert for the division.. Mr. Lewlis expressed his willingness to
ask South Africa to provide information on the work being carried out on

geographical names., .

LatiniAmerica

10. Mr. Gall reported,on'the Second Regional Meeting on the Standardization of
| Geographical Names, held at Panama from 19 to 23 October 1970. He gave a list
of the countries represented and discussed some of the twenty-three resolutions
\adopted during the Meeting. Resolutions 21, 22 and 25 would be translated into
English and distributed to the Group. The Chairman stressed the importance of
the Meeting and of the work done by Mr. Gall.x The Chairman reported on his
findings in the Latin American countries he had v1s1ted. In Venezuela, a national
gazetteer was in the making and a national authority was to be set up. “The l
Chairman had suggested that the Venezuelan authorities should not specify penal
provision for the use of other than standardized neames.. In Ecuador,'a first
list of standardized names wasfready and a geographical dictionary was in tourse
of preparation. In the Dominican Republic, a 1:50,000 map series with
standardized names was in the- making. In Peru, an active research programme
at the University of San Marcos had produced a file of over hOO 000 entries
containing much information on indigenous names. There vas an urgent need to
co-ordinate this work with that of the Instituto Geogréfico Militar of Peru.
Mr. Gall commented that much of the effort in Latin America had been to help
each country to create a national names authority and programme. Mr. Komkov
asked for information on those countries that were not represented at Panama.
In reply to another question, the Chairman explained that the Panama Conference
had met at the invitation of the Government of Panama, -most Central American and .
Caribbean and some South American States had been invited; the Chairman had

represented the Group of Experts, as well as'theiUnited_States of America.

z/' Copies may be obtained from the Cartography Section of the United Nations
on request.
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Other]

,ll.v Mr. Meynen reported on the meetlng of the Dutch’ and Germanuspeaklng d1v151on
V-and summarized Informatlon Paper No. 19 3/ contalnlng four worklng papers which °
‘Twwas‘dlstrlbuted. The Chalrman summarlzed a letter frovar. Foldi (Hungary) on

:azprojected meeting of theeEast Centralvand South-EastvEuropean division’to be

held at Prague\in Septemberll971. Tts aim was tojcreate a common‘platTOrm for
k';the London Conference. Mr.‘Preu.pointed outithat;the'main items of the agenda
QOuld\be the prohlems of conventional names and of.romanization. Mr. Vadiie
reported on the.progress made inflran,‘mhere thedcompllation of material forraw
‘ geographical encyclopedia had been completed, based on questionnaires,imaps‘and
- other documents.' Mr Sharma stated that the ex1st1ng romanlzatlon system of
India did not permlt revers1b111ty of transllteratlon and that he had made an
attempt to produce a revised system of transllteratlon in- the booklet ‘which he.
Lhdistrlbuted. Mr. Somboon, reportlng for South-East A51a d1v1s1on, summarized
‘Information Paper No. 13, "Report on reglonal act1v1t1es"5/ Mr. Lewis, reportlng
for the Unlted Klngdom, mentloned the work done in connexion. w1th the mapplng 3
of the southern part of the Arablan Penlnsula, Indones1a the western part of:
’the USSR, Georgia: and Azerbalgan, western China, the Maldlves, Cyprus and- the
Brltlsh Solomon Islands. He descrlbed the dlfflcultles of flndlng appropr1ate
- sources for names in some of those areas., Much informatlon was now complled in
jthe files of the Permanent Comm;ttee on Geographlcal Names (PCGN) and available
“on request. The Russian language forms of all Cyrllllc script names have been
used as a bas1s, mnot the local languages, €.8.y Ukralnian, Whlte Russ1an etc.

In reply to a question from Mr. Gall Mr. Lew1s stated that 1n the West Indles,
_where. ‘the maps were done by the Unlted Kingdom, the names vere collected and
approved by the local authoritles. 7 N ) _

. 12. Mr. Komkov" asked Af the names problems in the Brltlsh Isles themselves were
all solved. Mr. Lew1s agreed that Gaelic names 1n Scotland and Welsh names in

- Wales prov1ded ‘some dlfflculty and that there were other 1nconsistenc1es, but
-.that these were fewer than was presumed by forelgners, 1nternally, there was

not much amblgulty. Mr. Komkov reported on the work done in the USSR in | ‘
Information Paper No. 16. 3 1n that . connex10n, Mr. Sharma pointed out the - -

'dlfflcultles in transliteratlng Engllsh names symbol by symbol into a non-Roman _



alphabet, tbecause'there was'nolsimplified English orthography‘ Mr. Breu -
~ referred to resolutlon L, recommendatlon E, of the Geneva Conference—/ on the
use of - the Internatlonal Phonetlc Assoc1at10n (IPA) system in renderlng the
pronunc1at10n of names. Mr. Hovda, reportlng for the Norden d1v1s1on, mentloned
the Jolnt transllteratlon system accepted by the Nordlc countrles for names in
Cyrllllc scrlpt, 1t dlffered from both the EGN/PCGN and the ISO systems. The
Norden d1vis1on was now plannlng llsts of standardlzed names from other
non-Roman scrlpt systems. Standardlzatlon was proceedlng in all Scand1nav1an ’db
countrles.. Lapplsh names were to be recorded by means of portable tape" |

~recorders. Off1c1al forms of names in Norway were to be found only on the most

- recent. maps. - Gazetteers would contaln both the local and standard pronunc1at10ns.

‘13. Mr., Page, reportlng for the United States of Amerlca mentloned Informatlon

Papers Nos.-Y,V"Una ortografla tentativa quechua y aymara por empleo cartograflco 3

‘\':lO, "A glossary of ‘Spanish and Portuguese geographlcal terms with English

equlvalents", 11, "A brlef glossary of terms employed in geographlcal names

- standardizatlon 'y and 12, "Transliteration of Khmer writlng" 3 and the '
gazetteers already published for the USSR, Israel Malaysla and- Lebanon. bItb

: was ‘hoped that before 1972 a definltlve llst of conventlonal names-might be s“
completed. In progress was a rev151on of the gazetteers of underseas features,
Antarctlca Jordan, Algerla Domlnlcan Republlc, Republic of Vlet-Nam, and the
‘Khmer Republic,- the latter two by new prlntlng methods because ‘of the many .
dlacritlcal marks. Dlscuss1on arose on the problem of conventlonal names.'t ,

- Some speakers held that it 1s imposs1ble to make a ‘definitive llst of themil .
because different levels of use had- dlfferent needs; all depended on the use’
to be made of a publlcatlon Whlch contalned certaln conventlonal names. ‘ :
Internatlonal co-operatlon at: an .early stage was urged. There was recognltlon
 of a- general tendency towards a reductlon in the number of’conventlonal names. f‘i
Mr. Burrlll announced that the Unlted States would 1nform the London Conference‘
on 1ts procedures in that matter. - Mr. Delaney reported on standard1z1ng 17/:,,5.

actlvitles in Canada (Informatlon Paper No. 21) 3

L/ See United Nations Conference on the Standardization of Geographical Nemes,
~vol. 1: Report of the Conference (United Nations publlcatlon, Sales No..
E68I9),p 1. - : , R .

N
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1k, Mr. Wang reported on the‘work of the committee on geographical names of

- the Republic of China (Information Paper’No. 33).2/ Mr. Gall reported that
activity in Guatemala céncerned méinly the names on maps of the country on
different scales. Mr. Gall was further engaged in the enlarging and the revision
of the Diccionario Geogféfico de Guétemala, which will soon be published.:

El Salvador was workingon the publication of a geographical dictiona;y,in thfeé'
voiumes. Mr. Sharma reported that in the course of the printing of the new maps
of'India, thousands of names were to be treated monthlf.’ It was intended to
produce a comprehensive national gazetteer. of Indié. Mr. Breu reported on‘l ‘
progress made in Austria, where the pdblication‘of a national gazetteer was in
work. A B B |

15. Mr. Ayoubi reported on the work done by the cémpeteht Lébanon names
“authority (DAG) in conformity with the principles of transliteration from the
Lebanese-Arabic to Roman characters applied since 1963 on the official Lebanese
maps which have jﬁst been finished. A provisional'edition 6f the French-Arabic
alphabetical list of geographical Lebanese ﬁames was distributed to the experts.
The new list proposed ainewly developed system, presented to the Group of Experts

3/

as Information Paper No. 32< for adoption at the next meeting of the regional

. division in conjunction with the meeting of the Arab‘Leagué.

Reports of the Working Groups

16. The Working Groups on Definitions, Names of Undersea Fbatures;
Extratérrestrial topographic names, and A-Single Romanization System made their

reports (annexes III to VI).

ProVisional_agenda for the Second Conference

- 17. The following'provisional agenda wés drawn up for the Second United Nafions
Conference on the Standardization of Geographical Names: '
1. Opening of the.ConferEnée :
- 2. Adoption of the rqles of procedure
3. Electionyof officers |
L, Repgrt‘on credentials
5. Adoption of the agenda



10.

11,

12.

13.

'International stanaaﬂdization and its fieldbof applieation'

. Organlzatlon of the work

Reports by lelsions‘and Governments on the situatlon 1n their

~regions and countrles and on the progress made in the standardlzatlon"
of geographlcal names since the Geneva Conference ' -
- Terminology of geographical names standardlzatlonr°
(a) Terms -
(b) Definitions

National standardization

ri(a)_,Field collection of names

(b) Office. treatment of names
~ (¢) Treatment of names in multllingual areas

(a) vNatlonal gazetteers or other similar publication in whlch

countries make avallable thelr standardlzed names .

lb(e)\ Admlnlstratlve structure of national names authorltles

Geographlcal terms ; , »

(a) Clas31f1cat10n of geographical entities and geographlcal names -
(b) Glossarles . | : ’ ‘
'(i), Process oficompilation'

(i1) ‘Unlformlty of presentatlon E
(1ii) Generic terms

(iv) Designatlons

(v) Coded items!

(vi) ~Abbreviations e TR |
(vii) other . - R

Writing systems

’(a) Transfer of names from one wr1t1ng system 1nto another

(1) Tnt6 Roman -

(ii) Into other‘Vrlting systems

{p) - ertlng of names from unwritten 1anguages'-

Conventlonal names - - . ‘ : - f"
(a) Definition '
(v). Usage-
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14. Names of features beyond a sing1e>sovereignty
(a) Features common to two or more nations
(b) Maritime features
(c) Undersea features
(d) Extraterrestrial features
15. International co-operation
(a) Composition and functions/of the United Nations Group of Experts
on Geographical Names | / |
(b) Exchange of information
~(ec) Regional meetings
(d) Technical assistance
A(e) Bibliographj o
16. Special attention to problems'identified in pépens presented by
: Governments ‘
- 17. Automatic data processing

18. ‘Reporf'of'the Conference

Summary of discussion on the provisionalvagenda
for the Second Conference .

~Item T

18. Reports to the Second Conference should be submitted by Governments in
sufficient time for them to be made avéilable’before the<béginning of the
Conference. The reports would be>in£roduced briefly in order of.division and by'
-countries alphabetically Within’divisions. kThe Group of Experts recommended

that Governments should emphasize in their reports the problemsvidentified in

the provisional agenda and‘in_the'report of the phird.session of the Group of

Experts.

ItemA8

19. The Group considered that the First Conference had provided a sufficient
definition of "generic term". The definition of "glossary", however, seemed to
be too limited. Ibfinitions‘ofr"conventional,names, exonym, transcription,

transliteration, romanization etc." were thought to be indispensable. A special

Juoes



working group, consisting'of-Messrs. Breu, Gall, Hovda, Lewie, Meynen, Page and -
Sharma was formed to study the matter and report on it tefore the Second Conference.
‘Item 9

20. It was foreseen‘that new problems might arise in the reports on field
collection of names, their subsequent treatment, and their standardization.'

Thus the discussion which had taken place during the First Conference concefning-
these points might be carried further. '

2l. As to the treatment of names in mﬁltilingual areas, specific reports from
delegates having experience in the matter were deemed of the highest value.

It would seem useful to heVe‘a further discussion on the minimum amount bf
informatien’national gazetteers ought to provide. The Group thought that the'
programme contained in Information Paper: No. 28, presented by Mr. Sharma, was a
good working base for the preparatlon of a gazetteer, however, the number of
listed names might be limited, and the 1nformat10n glven might be restrlcted to
the form of the name, its designation; exact location and; if possible, 1ts
admlnlstratlve status. ‘ o

22, The Group was of the oplnlon that national reports might also give new
insights into the cqmp051tlon,,working methods and scope of the national

names authorities.
Item 10

o3, It was suggested that a standardized classification of geographical entities
should be determined for the purpose of their designatlon in gazetteers. On

the other hand, a broad. cla551flcatlon of the names themselves, for instance,

as hydronyms (names of rivers, lakes, brooks etc.), or oronyms (names of hills,
mountains etc.), was thought to be useful. The presentation of glossaries should,
as far as possible, be interﬁationally uniform. A discussion was thought to be
necessary on the possible kinds of glossaries, such as glossaries of generic

terms,fdesignations, coded items, abBreviations and the like.

Item 11

feh The Working Group. on a Slngle Romanlzatlon System w111 prepare comparatlve

studies of writing systems for presentatlon to the Second Conference.

/...
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- Item 12 -
25. -The Group discussed. conventional names at length and expressed the need
for a deflnltlon of the - term, and for dlscus31on of the klnds of publications.

in which conventlonal names mlght be used T T . -

Ttem 13

26, There was a need for: dlscuss1on of the klnds of. publlcatlons in which -

1nternat10nally standardlzed names would be used."

 Item 14

"27; Internatlonal standardlzatlon of names of geographlcal features beyond a ‘
>s1ngle soverelgnty seemed to be both urgent and attalnable.r Discussion on those
'dnames and reports on the Work already done in the field by internatlonal

o sc1ent1fic organlzatlons were deemed to be of the utmost 1mportance for

,standardlzatlon in general..‘

B VItem 15

28. The Group reqnested that -a bibllography of gazetteers should be prepared
~in accordance with the speciflcatlons outlined in annex VIT. Professor Emil
"Meynen undertook to prepare the. b1bllography with the assistance of the Secretarlat

1n partlcular of the Map L1brar1an of the Unlted Natlons‘lerary

- Item 16 :
29. . The Group agreed that discussion‘of particular nroblems"identified in =
7 spec1f1c papers’ presented by Governments was an essentlal task for the Second

Conference.

Organization'of the Second‘Conference"

50. -The Secretarlat was requested to inform Governments as broadly as. poss1b1e‘
- .on the Conference and in partlcular to ask them to send spec1allsts to 1t.‘ The
Group requested that the reports of 1ts second and thlrd se351ons should be

R presented to the Conference as offlcial documents. It also asked the Secretarlat
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to -send a special‘Information Paper concerningidocumentation with the ~official V\V
letter of invitation. The Group agreed to reCOmmend the formatlon of five
commlttees at the Conference and drew up a tlmetable for 1t.

31, “Mr. Geelan (Unlted Kingdom) suggested that the Confererice should con31derr

establlshing an editorial committee’ to be made up of speciallsts in geographlcal o

names, to help 1n the preparation of the conference report as well as other _
f1mportant conference documents 1n the three worklng languages, Engllsh, French

and Spanlsh.;

Provisional agenda'for the . fourth session of the Group of‘Expertsv

3 - The Group drew up the prov131onal agenda for the fourth ses51on as follows.
1. Reports of worklng groups' g ’
2. Organlzatlon of the Second Conference,

3. Other bu51ness

i Prov151onal agenda for the flfth sess1on of the Group of Experts

k33, The follow1ng llst of 1tems constltuted the prov131onal agenda for the B
Group s fifth session: / '

- 1. Election of offlcers . ; -
'2.‘,Rev1ew of conference recommendatlons and 1nstructlons L ? »,i;’
‘3."Programme for the Group of Experts

L. sixth session of the Group of Experts{

5. Other bus1ness ;



Annex I

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

United States of America and Canada

Division Chairman M.F. Burrill Executive Secretary
: (United States of America) Board on Geographic Names
Department of the Interior
Washington, D.C., 202L0

G.F. Delaney . Executive-Secretary
(Canada) _ ~ Canadian Permanent Committee
: on Geographical Names
615 Booth Street
Ottawa L4, Ontario

C.R. Page ' TOPCOM/DTS /GIND

(Unlted States’ of Amerlca) 6500 Brooks Lane
Brookmont
Maryland

R.J. Voskuil Chairman

(United States of America) Foreign Names Committee
: : United States Board on
Ceographic Names
Department of the Interior
Washington, D.C., 20240

Latin América

F. Gall o Instituto Geogrhfico Nacional

(Guatemala) = - ~ Avenida Las Américas 5-76,
: Zona 13

Ciudad de Guatemala

United Kingdom Group

D1V1Q1on Chairman H.A.G. Lew1< The Permanent Committee on
« (Unlted Kingdom) Geographical Names
‘The Royal Geographic Society
1 Kensington Gore
Iondon, S.W. T

P.J.M. Geelan Royal Geographical Society

(United Kingdom) ' -1 Kensington Gore
- London, S.W. 7

./...
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‘Dutch and‘German-speaking group

Division Chalrman

F.J. Ormellng
(Netherlands)

D.P. Blok
(Netherlands)

J. Breu
(Austria)

E. Meynen
(Federal Republic
of Germany)

’

- H. Schamp

Norden

Romance languages area,

(Federal Republic
of Germany)

Per Hovda

(Norway).-

other fhan Latin America

- Amsterdam - C

F. Nédélec
. (France)

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics

Arabic

A .M. Komkov .-
(Unidn of Soviet .
Socialist Republics)

M.Z. Al-Ayubi
(Lebanon)

)
International Training Center
~(1ITC)
Kanaalweg, Delft

Institut voor‘Néamkundevi
Keizersgracht 569-571

'Oesterrelchisches Ost-und

Suedosteuropa Instltut
Josefsplatz 6
A-1010 Wien

Institut fiir Landeskunde
P.0. Box 130 o
53 Bonn - Bad Godesberg

Instltut fiir. Landeskunde
P.0. Box 130

5% Bonn - Bad Godesberg

Norsk Stadnammarkiv
Universitetet i Oslo
Blindern

Oslo 3

Ingénieur en Chef . géographe
Institut géographique national
136 bis, rue de Grenelle

‘Paris (Teme)

Head, Department of

Geographical Names
Central Research Institute

of Geodesy
Aerial Surveying and Cartography
Verhn'aja Pervomajskaja Ubb
Moscow E-26L4 ' '

Direétion of Geogréphical Affairs
Lebanese Army o
Beirut

[oee
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Asia South-West, other than Arabic '

~ Division Chairman Y. M Nawabl - . University of Tehran
' : (Iran) : . Faculty of Arts
s : - ‘Department of Llnguistics G
Teheran - '
K. Vadiie - S - Mlnistry of Forelgn Affalrs
(Iran) - " Tehran University :
: E Department of Geography

Teheran

IndianvGrOup

" D.N. Sharma - .  Director

© ~ Atri Harnal e Survey of India
~ (India) . Hathibarkala
; : ' " Dehra Dun. -
- Asia South-East
‘Iﬁvisien Chairman Somboon Vlchltranuya ’ "Dlrector _ '
‘ ‘;(Thalland) - Royal Thai Survey: Department
B uBangkok s
7§ - Banland R ‘: Technlcal Officer o

- Khamasundara . Royal Thai. Survey IEpartment :

(Thailand) =~~~ = = Bangkok '
Asia East | ’
. Division Chairman C.H. Wang S Director
B ‘ (China) , - ; .Department of Land Administration
I “ :Ministry of the Interlor '
Talpel .
Chih-Hsi Chen '»’Senlor Expert S :
(China) ‘ - Department of Land Admlnlstratlon
: ' o ‘Ministry of the Interior
Talpei
" Yen-san Tseng o “Third Secretary - .
~ (China) .~ Chinese Mission to the

_ United Nations =
_ 801, Second Avenue - 9th floor
New York, New York 10017 '
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Annex II
AGENDA -
1. Openlng of the meetlng |
2. Electlon of the Rapporteur o
3, Adoptlon of. the agenda '
VA, Adoption of the rules of procedure
5. Reriew of progreSS since the second session
‘ (a) Reports on regional activities ,
(i) Africa South of the Sahara (Loxton)
(ii) Latin America (Gall and Burrlll)

(111) ‘Other

(b) - Reports of the Experts on thelr act1v1t1es f,v . :~

(c) Reports of three worklng groups set up during the second se551on -

(1) Undersea features .
(11) Extraterrestrial topographlc names -

(111) Worklng group on a 51ngle romanizatlon system

6. Preparatlon'for the Second Conference
(a) Agenda and organlzatlon o

(b) Lbcumentatlon TR <

,7.‘ Arrangements for the fourth ses51on and the schedule of activ1t1es before

~the Second Conference

- 8. Arrangements for the £ifth sess1on 1mmed1ately follow1ng the Second
Conference ~ . ,

9. Adoptlon of the report of the thlrd session -
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Annex III

REPORT OF THE WORKING GROUP ON DEFINITIONS

v The Working Group organlzed during the thlrd sesslon met on 5 February 1971
and elected Mr. Page Chairman.

"It was agreed that the work of the Worklng Group should be conducted by
correspondence, one copy of each communication from a member being disseminated
to the Cartography Section, one to the Chairman of the Group of Experﬁs, and one
to each member of the Working Group. v B

Information Paper No. 29, E/ "Rules and proceedings for standardization'
proclalmed by Guatemala and adopted by the Second Regional Meetlng on the
Standardization of Geographlcal Names", presented to the Group of Experts by
Mr. Gall, was submitted to the Working.Group for its con31deratlon.b ,
Messrs, Lewis and'Meynen agreed to distribute'pertinent‘material on return to
their respective countries. ' '

The Chairman undertook to collate the materlal disseminated and to
distribute to the members of the. Worklng Group a quarterly report, beginnlng in
March 1971. All members were urged to participate fully, so that a report
containing recommendations mightdbe prepared for presentation to the Second
Conference. 'Allfmembers of the Group of Experts were invited to contribute

by communicating with the Chairman of the Working Group.

, g/ Copies may be obtained from the Cartography Sectlon of the Unlted Nations
on request. R .

b/ The Chairman also reminded the Working Group of the paper, "Technical

- terms", presented to the Geneva Conference, which is included in.
United Nations Conference on the Standardization of Geographical Names,
vol. 2: Proceedings of the Conference and Technical Papers (United Natlonsr
publlcatlon, Sales No.. 69 I.8), p. 119.
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Ahnéx Iv

REPORT OF THE WORKING GROUP ON NAMES OF UNDERSEA FEATURES -

The Working Group held a further meeting on 11 February to discuss questions
raised in the working paper issued‘previously.as a supplement to‘Iaformaﬁion
Paper No. 22, "Interim report of the Working‘Group on Names of Undersea Features".'

Present were Mesgsrs. Burrill, Komkov, Hovda, Meynen, Sharma, Lewis, Delaney
(Co-ordlnator)

‘The Group agreed that:

1. Information Paper No. 22—/ was satlsfactory as the interim repOrt of the
Worklng Group to the third session of the Group of Experts, subaect to the
deletion of page L4, headed "Summary

2. The following courses were approprlate for the guidance of the
Co~ordinator:

(a) Informal~communications should be employed between concerned -
countries on nameé of undersea features, as in the case of the
consideration of Antarcticrnames, until more formal machinery was

7 established, asrfature events might dicﬁate; -
(b) He should continue to work by correspondence with Group members
- and w1th GERCO, and circulate relevant materials

(c). The "Principles" outlined in addendum 1 to Information Paper No. 6, s/
"Guldellnes for.name applications", should not be c1rculatedito,the
oceagnographic community for evaluation until thé United States
Geographic Board‘has had opportunity to consider them in relation -
to the Guidelines for the application ofAspecific names by -

- Mr. Burrill (addendum 3 to'Informaﬁion Paper No. 6); .

(d) He should establish liaison between the Working Group and the

Oceaa Ecoaomics and Technology Branch of the United Nations
, Secretarlat | ,

The Group endorsed the Co-ordinator's proposal to prepare a draft of the

final report of the Working Group-at an~appropr1ate ‘time before the London

Conference and circulate it to members of the Working Group for comment.

g/ Copies may be obtained from the Cartography Sectlon of the United Natiohs on
request. , 7 . o /...
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7 : | ' Annex V_i
 REPORT OF THE WORKING GROUP ON EXTRATERRESTRIAL TOPOGRAPHIC FEATURES

o

| The members of the Working Group, Messrs. Komkov (Convenor), Burrlll and
Lewis met on Frlday, 5 February 1971. ' L
Dlscus51on was conflned to the problems ass001ated w1th lunar nomenclature~
and in partlcular those assoc1ated w1th the ‘naming of small features. " Information
Paper No. 23 ’"Concernlng the names of extraterrestrlal topographic'features", |
submitted by the Convenor of the Worklng Group was - taken as the background paper.
' It was agreed. that the names approved by the International Astronomlcal
 Union for maJor lunar formatlons must remaln as the standard names and that
comments by members -of the Group of Experts on Geographical Nemes should be
limited to editorial aspects. ' ’ '
Whereas the systems hltherto employed for namlng Junar. formatlons have,
been dev1sed to sult the requlrements of telescoplc observatlon of the Moon
from Earth there was now a need to prov1de for the naming of features of very
small size far beyond the llmits of resolutlon of astronomlcal telescopes.
' v A nomenclature of -the kind used for maJor lunar formatlons was, in the
view of the Working Group, unfeas1b1e.' . |
For the namlng of mlnor lunar: features, the Worklng Group cons1dered the
p0531b111ty of adopting a system based on selenographic co—ordlnates. It was
appreclated that‘lunar mapplng was stlll at an early stage. and that 1t was’ not
‘yet possible to glve defln;tlve co—ordlnatespfor very small lunar features,"
and that 1arge-scale mapping in the’future'may result in'different selenographic
‘(selenodetlc) co-ordlnates from those derived from ex1st1ng mapp1ng. There
‘w1ll undoubtedly be further: reflnements 1n the fundamental selenodetlc network,
whlch will produce a new co-ordinate system. A ' '
Nevertheless, the Worklng Group recommended the study of a nomenclature
or system of designatlng small features based on selenographlc co—ordlnates.
The study of such a systenm should be carrled out in conJunctlon Wlth geodes1sts,
’ cartographers and . astronomers in conJunctlon w1th the Group of Experts on

__Geographlcal Names.

a/ Copies may be obtalned from the Cartography Sectlon of the Unlted Natlons
' - on request. : v

7.
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The Worklng Group therefore recommended that the attentlon of spec1a11sts
.1n those fields should be drawn to the conclu81ons of the Group of Experts on-
‘Geographical Names w1th the obJect of draw1ng up a method of 1dent1fy1ng small
lunar features.,, o f
The Working Group agreed that Mr. Komkov should prepare a draft of the -
final report of the Working Group~on Extraterrestrlal Topographlc Features at
at an approprlate tlme before the London Conference and circulate it to memberS'

of the Worklng Group for comment.
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Annex VI

- REPORT OF THE WORKING GROUP CN A SINGLE ROMANIZATICON SYSTEM

The tasks assigned to the Working Group by the Geneva Conference of 1967 and
.by the Group of Experts during its second se381on in 1970 were as follows:

(a) To undertake comparative studles of e 1st1ng romanization systems for
each non-Roman writing system of cartographlc 1mportance,

(b) To seek ways to accompllsh the adoption of a single romanlzatlon
system for each non-Roman alphabet or scrlpt for internatlanal
application. | o

The Working- Group ‘held 1ts flrst meeting on 19 February 1970 in New York,

;where G. Gomez.de Silva was elected Chairman. At its second meeting on

20 February 1970, the Working Group decided to carry out its work by means of

correspondence. Subsequently, the Chalrman ‘issued four 01rculars. At the
beglnnlng of the third session of the Group of Experts on 2 February 1971, three
written statements were dlstrlbuted by members of the Working Group, and, in the
absence of the Chalrman, Mr. Breu was appointed acting Chairman.

The third meeting of the Working Group took place on 3 February 1971, and was
attended by Mr. Breu, the acting Chairman, Messrs. Geelan, Hovda, Komkov, '
Nédélec, Page and Sharma. Present as sbservers were Mr. Nawabi and Mr. Wang.

The neeting was begun with a general review of the actiﬁities of the members during
the past year. It was stated that material on thevwriting systems of the following
. languages had been distributed to a;l members of the Working‘Group: Apmharic,

- Arabic, Armenian, Assamese; Azerbai jani, Bengali, Greek, Gujarati, Hebrew, Hindi,
Japanese, Kannada, Kashmiri, Khmer, Korean, Malayalam, Marathi, Nepali,’Oriya,
Punjabi, Persian, Russian, Sinhalese, Tamil, Telugu, Thai and Urdu.

The Working Group realized-that the title of resolution 9 of the Geneva
Conference—/ (and of the Working Group as well) led to misinterpretation.

Therefore, the Wbrklng Group suggested that this title should be amended to read:
"A single romanlzatlon system for each non-Roman writing system for internatiohel

application"., It would refer the proposal to the Second Conference.

§/~ United Nations Conference on the Standardization of Geographical Names, vol. 1

Report of the Conference, pp. 12 and 13. A



-21-

The need for defining certain terms to be used within the Working Groupnwas

' recognlzed and the following deflnltlons based on Informatlon Paper No. 11

presented by Mr. Page b/ were agreed upon:

Script:

A set of graphic symbols‘whicﬁ may be variously employed in representation
of the phonological and/or morphological elements of a language or languages.
(The items of an alphabetic seript typically represent vhonemes; those of a

syllablc scrlpt, syllabes; and those of an ideographlc scrlpt morphemes )

 Alphabet: | S .
8 specific set of graphic symbols which,may be employed iﬁ representation -

of the phonological elements of a particular language.

Transcription:

The process of recording the phonological and/or morphological elements

. of a language in terms of a specific writing system.

Trangliteration:

The process of recording the graphic symbols of one writingbsystem in terms

of corresponding graphic symbols of a second writing system.

Romanization:

The precess of recording in Roman script either the phonological elements of
a.ianguage or the graphic symbols of a non-Roman writing system. The following
general principles for romanization systems were agreed upon:

1. Systemic reversiblllty should be sought in so far as practical.

2e Cens1stent employment of graphlc symbols within any given romanization

system should be sought. |
The Working Group agreed to deal with romanization systems for all State languages

of soverelgn States, comparatlve studies to be prepared as follows:

b/ See paragraph 12 of the report.

Junn
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1. Greck - Mr. Gdmez de Silva.
2. - Amharic - Mr, Breu.. In connex1on w1th paragraph 52 of the report of
- the Group of prerts, 29 Aprll 1970 ‘Mro Breu ‘was requested to study e
7 the 1mp11cat10ns of the Ethlopian reply to ‘the 1nqu1ry by the Cartography
- Section.of the Unlted Nations Secretarlat i -
e Hebrew = Mr, Gomez de Silva. »
L, Arabic = Mr. Breu. The meetlng further recommended that the Expert
for the Arabic lelSlon contact authorltles in the various Arablc-speaklng
countries w1th a v1ew to 1mplement1ng resolutlon 12 of the Geneva
Conference.r: ' ' ,
5; . Persian = Mr. Gémez de Silva. The meetlng ascertalned from the Expert
.:frem Iran that prOposed alteratlons to the reccmmended system for

:,transliteration of Persian names clted in "Transllteratlon of Farsi

- geographic . names to Latin alphabet”, September 1966 had not been made up

to that time. If modlflcations were made, the Expert from Iren would
T inform Mr. Gmez de. Silva. , ’
" 6.. Pashtu - Mr. Geelan. Partlcular cons1derat10n w1ll be glven to
document E/CONF 57/L 61 22 Octdber 1970, of the Sixth Uhited Natlons,
Reglonal Cartographlc Conference for Asia and the Far East.
e Somall - Mr, Gdmez de Sllva.» ' : _
8. Serbian - Mr. Gomez de Silva was asked to prepare a draft resolution |
for the Second Conference. Spec1al con51deratlon should be given to '
'the fact that Serbo-Croatlan appears in both a Cyrllllc ‘and a Roman"
, -wrltlng system. : ' '
7. O ‘Macedonlan - Mr. Nedelec.
'iO.] Bulgarlan »Mr. Geelan.
11. ,Mbngol'#,Mré“Nédélec,”, _
12, Maldivien - Mr. Geelan.
13, Burmese - Mr. Geelan. ‘ R
4lha' Thai =~ Mr. Page. The meetlng further suggested that Mr. Page should

- enumerate alteratlons to the recommended system for transliteration of

‘Thai names as clted in "Romanlzatlon gulde for Thal scrlpt" Aprll 1968.

e/ 4ESA/RT/C[GN/le'k‘



15.

16,

17.

18,
19,
20,

21,

Khmer - Mr, Page'!s cemparative study:reVeeled some inconsistencies in

the joint Cambodian and BGN/PCGN/1952 system referred to in paragraph 51
of the report, of the second session of the Group of Experts, " . )
29 April 1970.9/ These will be drewn to the attention of the authorities
of the Khmer Republic in the hope that a finalized system might be

presented to the Second Conference for adoptlon.

Laotian - Mr, Page. _ . ,

Chinese = With regard to the last sentence of paragreph 50 of the

report of the second session of the Group of Experts, 29 April 1970,E

the East Central and South European divisicn will submit to the fourth

meeting of the Group of Experts a report on the remanization of Chinese -
script. The United Kingdom division will also prepere a statement

as will Mr, Wang of the Asia East division.

_Kbrean - Mr. Page.‘,

Japanese - Mr, Page.

With respect to the languages of the Indlan dlvision, it was recommended
that the transliteration tables distributed by Mr. Sharma ‘should be
circulated for consideration; and comments should be directed to him

in time for discussion at the Second Cenference in relation to

paragraph (b) of recommendation D combined in resolutionih, of

.the Geneva Conference.g/ The writing systems of ﬁhe following

languages are involved: Hindi, Nepali, Gujarati, Marathi, Punjebi,
Oriya, Bengali, Assamese, Urdu, Telugu, Kannada, Malayalam, Tamil,
Kashmlri, Slnghalese and Bhutanese. _ | ,

Concerning the languages of the Union of Sov1et Sociallst Republics
division, Mr, Komkov nlll present a statement on the romanlzatlon of
Russian to the Second Conference in 1972, Subsequently, he will give
consideration to romanization systems for the State languéges’of the
constituent Republics other than the RSFSR (Ukrainian, Byelorussian,
Maldavian, Tajika, Uzbek, Turkmen, Klrghiz, Kazah, Azerbaijani

Armenian and Georgian). In that connexion, it was proposed that the

4/ United Nations Conference on the Standardization of Geographical Names,

vol. I: Report of the Conference, p. 1l.
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follow1ng modlflcatlons should be made to recemmendation D of
resolutlon i of the First Cc)nference'd ‘paragraph (c should be

redeelgnated {(d); and a new paragraph {c) should be inserted as

" follows: "Give a recommendation as to which lingustic form or

22,

forms should be used for 1nternational standardlzatlon .

jDurlng the last meetlng, the Wbrklng Group, on the basis of 1nformatlon }

received from Mr. Gomez de Silva, unanlmously elected Mr. Breu to

be the new Chalrman.f '

;;1;11‘ ‘ - N "’» S o : ,-/;:-.
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Annex VIT

SP”CIFICATIONS FOR THE PREPARATION OF A BIBLICGRAPHY OF GAZETIEERS ‘

The bibllography w1ll refer to.

1.

2.

5

(a) Intergovernmental orgarlzatlcns,

Natlonal gazetteers and dlctlonarles of geographlcal names, arranged by )
countries and terrltorles, publlshed by: '
(a) Governmental agenc1es,

(o) ;uem1~offlclal agenc1es,

(e) Private publishers;

, Gazetteers 1ssued by offlclal agencies deallng w1th geographlcal names -

of countries not of thelr own soverelgnty,

Wbrld-w1de gazetteere ‘1ssued by

(b) Governmental and sem1-off1c1al agenc1es, S
(c) Private flrms,

Index gazetteers of atlaeeS'

'(a) Reglonal atlases;
~(b) horld-w1de atlases;

" Indexes to, the names- appearlng on a partlcular map'sneef or maep series;

Glossaries.



