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The attached comparative table sets forth the following:

A The consonant and vowel cheraoters of the Thai writing system;

B tho Precise System of Transliteration of Thai Cheracters into Romen;

C the General System of Phonstio Transcription of Thai Characters into
Roman; and’

D the phonemic transcription system erployed in:

Thaj-English Student's Dictionary
M.R. Haas

Stanford niversity Press
Stanford, California, 1964,

Systems A B and D contain, in addition to the material cited in the table,
means of indicating the five tones of Thai; and additional notes and
instruotions as to application are contained in each system,

The romanizetion of Thai writing is somewhat more complex then the table
alone might indicate, in that the representation of the phonological elements
of the language is often inconsistent, ambiguous, or redundant:

1. Froquently vowel phonemes (and infrequently consonant phonemes) are
omitted in Thai writing: a/nggng/; ?Kax!/siglépé/.
2, Graphic misrepresentation of consonant (and occasionally of vowel)
phonemes occurs: YAd/muun/; L¥% /mbn/. R »
3¢ .Thai characters often appear in superfluity: Q;ﬁ/@ing/} iﬂ;zﬁi/ﬁan/;
in a misleading order: &ﬁﬂ]/&hajaw/; WAUA Khenten /; and occa-
sionally in representation of phonemes of tone: WIdN/ngdak/; QgWﬂ/ﬁhak/.
(In the above, underlining of a character or letter marks an incon-
slstency between phonemic and orthographic elements. The transcrip-
tions cited are based on Haas, including tone markers. These words
might be literally transliterated: [ngng silap, muul meen, cring
canthor, kheejaa kheenanz, hngssk ?jaak].)

The Thai General System (column C), with which the BGN/PCGN 1063 Translitera-
tion System for Tha. is identical, is, incofar as the writer is aware, the
sole system used by the Royal Thai Survey Department in the romanization of

Thail geographic names.
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