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Task set to WG in 2013:  
 Produce a toponymy manual that would 

enable those that have followed one of 
the basic toponymy webcourses, to 
receive more in-depth instruction in the 
collecting, processing and standardizing 
of geographical names, in their 
incorporation in databases,  in their 
diffusion through web servers or other 
means, and in their practical 
applications. 
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Workplan: 

 Contents were planned (40 chapters) 

 Authors were sought and found 

 Standard lay-out was devised and sent 

out 

 Example of a chapter was circulated 

 Deadlines were set: September 2015 

first draft, comments back before 2016, 

final draft March 2016, presentation in 
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Tasks of team of editors from WG 
(Helen Kerfoot, Pier-Giorgio Zaccheddu, Ferjan 

Ormeling) 

 

Coordinate, make sure that all chapters are 

geared one to another, avoid gaps and overlaps 

See to common lay-out, numbering, style 

Check level 
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Sections: 

 Section 1: General issues.   

 Section 2 Examples of applications of the national 

names database   

 Section 3 Management of a national names 

programme:  

 Section 4 Thematic applications  

 Section 5 Global initiatives  

 Section 6 National coordination in the maintenance 

of toponymic names databases  

 Section 7 Technical issues: database management 
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Sections (cont): 

 Section 8 Technical issues, continued: 

 Section 9: Websites: evaluation of current Internet 

services and applications. 

 Section 10: Cultural aspects 

 Section 11: Toponymic research and documentation 

 Section 12: Cartographic aspects: paper and digital 

map series 

 Session 13: Auditing existing place name records 

 Section 14 Special training for contacts with the 

media and the public 
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Subjects/chapters still missing: 
 National names database and emergency mapping 

 Application of a national names database for hotel-

finding apps 

 Open street mapping and the collection of 

geographical names 

 Criteria for selecting open source versus 

commercial options for web services 

 Publishing names data bases in a Google Earth 

application 

 Digital place name labelling, as enabled in 

programmes developed by soft- and hardware firms 

active in cartography. 
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Future: 

 Incorporating the manual in the 

UNGEGN website from which it can be 

downloaded would allow for easy 

updating it and extending it in new 

directions 

 The UNGEGN toponymy manual is 

regarded as a ‘living’ resource , 

answering the changing needs of the 

toponymic community. 
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