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Historical-etymological Gazetteer of Salzburg Place Names
[Historisch-Etymologische Lexikon der Salzburger Ortsnamen, HELSON]
The Salzburg Board on Geographical Names [Salzburger Ortsnamenkommission,
SONK] has been established in 1975 and is composed of scientists and representatives of
public authorities. From its very beginning, it has focused on the elaboration of
comprehensive card files including historical documents and the notation of pronunciation in
the vernacular language. They were conceived to constitute the basis of a Salzburg placenames gazetteer to be published as a science-based reference work in several volumes.
The Historical-etymological Gazetteer of Salzburg Place Names (abbreviation of its
German title: HELSON), edited by the linguist Thomas LINDNER is structured according to
Political Districts [Politische Bezirke] or counties [Gaue] and thus to be published in five
volumes: Vol. 1 – City of Salzburg and Flachgau, Vol. 2 – Tennengau, Vol. 3 – Pongau, Vol.
4 – Pinzgau, Vol. 5 – Lungau. Each volume will need about three to five years to be
completed. The Gazetteer is intended to meet in the first line linguistic (in particular
historical-linguistic) interests, but to be useful also for historians and geographers.
Following multiannual research and preparatory works, the first volume (City of
Salzburg and Flachgau) has been published in October 2015. It has been edited by Ingo
REIFFENSTEIN and Thomas LINDNER under the umbrella of the Salzburg Board on
Geographical Names and appeared in the framework of a series of special volumes of the
Society of Salzburg Regional Research with the publisher “Edition Tandem”.
It contains all names of populated places, i.e. names of towns and villages, hamlets
and urban districts according to the official Austrian Place-Names Gazetteer. Just as a
selection appear names of individual farmsteads (mainly when historical documents were
available), abandoned names as well as field names – when they are of special interest in a
linguistic or historical context. Also just selectively appear names of mountains and water
bodies.
As an introduction, basic toponomastic and historical-linguistic facts are presented.
The main part consists of place-name entries in alphabetical order including pronunciation in
the local dialect, reference to a sequence of historical documents selected under the aspect of
their significance for historical-linguistic development, etymological interpretation as well as
a selection of scientific secondary literature. The volumes are supplemented by a bibliography
and several indices.
The two figures enclosed show the cover of Volume 1 and a page with place-name
entries.
For further information please approach the editor of the Gazetteer Prof. Thomas
Lindner, Fachbereich Linguistik, Universität Salzburg, Erzabt-Klotz-Str. 1; email:
Thomas.Lindner@sbg.ac.at
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