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Structure & Content 

18 Divisional Reports 
 

•Most report on national activities as well as 
divisional activities 
 

•Some are arranged by theme (e.g. DGSD) 
 

•Some are arranged by activities & projects 
(e.g. Arabic) 
 

•Some note attempts at contact (e.g. Africa 
Central & Africa South) 

 

 



Divisional Composition & 
Activity 

The reports reveal disparities among the Divisions 
in terms of their: 

•Size 

•Structure 

•Organisation 

•Level of activity 
 

 

 



Division meetings 

  Division meetings since 28th Session: 

• Arabic 

• Asia South-East 

• Baltic 

• Dutch- and German-speaking 

• East Central and South-East Europe  

• Norden 

 

 



Divisional & Regional Collaboration 
Significant Divisional projects: 

• Arabic: gazetteer, atlas & database 

• Asia SE: divisional map & gazetteer 

• EENCAD: CIS working group and website, name 
changes e-Bulletins 

• Francophone: promotional material & boundaries 

• Portuguese-speaking: glossary, lists of country 
names & exonyms 

• Baltic: terminology & standardization 

• Norden: transnational names collection 



National Names Standardization 

New names authorities 
 

•Africa South (Botswana) 
•Baltic (Lithuania) 
•Romano-Hellenic (Romania) 
•Africa Central (Dem Rep Congo) 
•Arabic (Saudi Arabia) 
•Asia SE (Indonesia) 
•Norden (Denmark) 



Minority names and languages 

•USA-Canada (Canada) 
 

•EENCAD (Russia, Uzbekistan) 
 

•ECSEED (Hungary, Poland, Slovenia) 
 

•Baltic (Estonia, Poland, Russia)  
 

•Romano-Hellenic (Spain) 
 

•UKD (United Kingdom) 
 

•DGSD (Austria, Netherlands) 
 

•Norden (Finland, Norway, Sweden) 



International programmes 

EuroGeoNames: Romano-Hellenic Division 
(Cyprus, Italy)  
 

INSPIRE: Romano-Hellenic (Cyprus, Romania, 
Spain); DGSD (Germany); Baltic (Lithuania) and 
ECSEED (Slovenia) 
 

GEBCO: USA-Canada (USA, Canada) and China 
Division (China) 
 

UNESCO: Norden (Finland); Francophone 



Toponymic Training 

• New courses developed:  

– Latin America Division (Mexico) 

– China Division (China) in support of Second 
National Geographical Names Survey 

 

• DGSD lecturing on established courses 
 

• Norden (Sweden): Geographical Names Network 



Promotion of Geographical Names 

• Translation of UNGEGN brochure and media kit 
into Portuguese, UNGEGN glossary of terms into 
Polish, Wikipedia pages on UNGEGN into 
languages relevant to Romano-Hellenic Division 

 

• Place Names Days: Baltic (Estonia); UKD (Jamaica) 
 

• Poster to high schools: Romano-Hellenic Division 
(Cyprus)  

 

• Anniversary celebration (USA), commemorative 
map series production, historical documents 
archiving (Canada). 



Cultural Heritage 
• Developments: 

  Romano-Hellenic (Spain); USA-Canada (Canada, USA); 
Arabic (Saudi Arabia); China Division (China); ECSEED 
(Hungary); Norden (Iceland, Norway, Finland, 
Sweden, Denmark); Africa South (South Africa) 

• Meetings:  

Place names as intangible cultural heritage, 
Florence, March 2015 

– Place-names changes, Rome, November 2014 

– Geographical Names as Cultural Heritage, Seoul, 
November 2014 



Toponymic material 
    Mapping:  

• Arabic (Jordan, Qatar) 

• Baltic (Lithuania, Latvia, Russia) 

• ECSEED (Czech Republic, Hungary) 

• EENCAD (Armenia, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Tajikistan, Ukraine, Uzbekistan) 

• Francophone (Burkina Faso, France, Mali, Benin) 

• Latin America (Argentina) 

• Romano-Hellenic (Portugal) 

• UKD (Jamaica, United Kingdom) 



Toponymic material 

•Toponymic Guidelines: DGSD (Germany); Norden 
(Finland) 
 

•Glossaries: ECSEED (Czech Republic); Portuguese-
speaking Division 

 



Publications 

Dictionaries: Baltic (Lithuania): Lithuanian 
place names & world place names ; EENCAD 
(Kazakhstan) geographical terms and folk 
geographical terms 

Book series: Name & Place, vols.4, 5 & 6 

 



Databases and gazetteers 

Africa Central (Cameroon)  

Arabic (Egypt, Jordan, Oman, United Arab 
Emirates); China (China) 

ASED (Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Vietnam) 

Asia South-West (other than Arabic) (Iran)  

Baltic (Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Russia) 

DGSD (Germany, Switzerland) 

ECSEED (Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland, Slovakia, 
Slovenia, Ukraine) 

 



Databases and gazetteers 

EENCAD (Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Uzbekistan) 

Francophone (Cameroon, Quebec) 

Latin America (Brazil, Spain) 

Norden (Iceland, Norway, Sweden, Denmark)  

Portuguese-speaking (Brazil) 

Romano-Hellenic (Greece, Italy, Portugal, Spain) 

UKD (United Kingdom)  

USA-Canada (Canada, USA) 

 



Websites 

• 5 Divisional websites:  

Arabic Division: www.adegn.net;  

Baltic Division: http://www.eki.ee/knn/ungegn/bd_ru.htm;  

East Central and South-East Europe Division: 
http://ecseed.zrc-sazu.si/Home.aspx  

Francophone Division: 
http://www.toponymiefrancophone.org/divfranco/;  

Norden Division: http://nordendivision.nfi.ku.dk/ 
 

•  Links to 60 national websites given in reports 

http://www.adegn.net/
http://www.eki.ee/knn/ungegn/bd_ru.htm
http://ecseed.zrc-sazu.si/Home.aspx
http://ecseed.zrc-sazu.si/Home.aspx
http://ecseed.zrc-sazu.si/Home.aspx
http://www.toponymiefrancophone.org/divfranco/
http://nordendivision.nfi.ku.dk/


Arabic Division 



Baltic Division 



East Central and South-East 
Europe Division  



Francophone Division 
 

 



Norden Division 



Exonyms & country names 

• Exonyms: UNGEGN WG Exonyms has met twice 
since the 28th Session (Hermagor, June 2014 and 
Zagreb, May 2015) 

 

• Country names: Baltic Division (Poland); DGSD 
(Austria, Germany, Netherlands, Switzerland); 
ECSEED (Poland); EENCAD (Armenia); 
Francophone (France); Portuguese-speaking 
Division (Brazil) and UKD (United Kingdom)  

 

 



Writing systems & pronunciation 

• Romanization: Arabic (Oman), EENCAD (Bulgaria, 
Ukraine); Asia South-West (other than Arabic) 
(Iran) and Baltic (Latvia, Russia)  

 

• Orthographical regulations: EENCAD (Azerbaijan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan)  

 

• Encoding: ECSEED (Hungary); Asia South-West 
(other than Arabic) (Iran)  

 

• Pronunciation: DGSD (Germany, Netherlands) 



Maritime, undersea features & 
other 

• Maritime and undersea feature names: USA-
Canada (Canada, USA) and China Division   

 

• Lunar names: China Division 
 

• Crowdsourcing: ASED (Indonesia) 

 



Achievements 

• Divisions report progress over different areas: 
 

– new national legislation has been adopted in 
support of geographical names standardization 

 

– names are frequently being captured from 
topographic maps to populate geographical 
names catalogues or databases 

 

– International collaboration is strong: e.g. 
through INSPIRE and EuroGeoNames 

 



Challenges 

• Geo-political instability: e.g. Africa Central, 
Francophone   

 

• Highly multi-lingual environments: Africa Central 
(Cameroon)  

 

• Engaging Division members: Africa South and the 
Portuguese-speaking Division 

 

• Economic situation: e.g. USA-Canada (USA); 
Norden (Norway) 

 

• Low public awareness: ASED (Brunei) 



Conclusion 

• Very positive progress 
 

• Exchange of information is crucial 
 

• Division members encouraged to share data and 
publicise availability  

 

• Consider how to further encourage and support 
less active Divisions and non-participating 
members 




