UNITED NATIONS WORKING PAPER

GROUP OF EXPERTS NO. 61 rev.1
ON GEOGRAPHICAL NAMES
Twenty-sixth session Arabic with English summary

Vienna, 2-6 May 2011

Item 15 of the Provisional Agenda

Activities relating to the Working Group on Pronunciation

Geographical Name and Jordanian Accent*

* Prepared by Ibrahim Musa Zoqurti (Jordan), National Committee on Geographical Names,
Jordan

12-1



Ibrahim Musa Zoqurti
* Arab Division of Experts on Geographical Names

-Arab Division Editor

-Chief of Geographical Names Pronunciation Committee
* Member of the National Committee on Geographical Names / Jordan

"Geographical Names and Jordanian Accent"

Abstract
The research paper deals with the concept of dialectical accents now and in the past, and the
different factors affecting accent generation and development, which are: geographical, historical
languages which prevailed in the past, militaryor the suzerain state,: The Ottomans, and
emigrations), social, the media and the spreading of Education.
The Jordanian Dialectical accent:

[ts characteristics:

The research outlined the common characteristics of the Jordanian accentrelated to geographical
names as follows:

* Substitution, in a sense of phonetic change and replacement, i.e: using one phoneme instead of
another. Table 2 showssubstitutions in the Jordanian accent in general, although some of these
changes have no effect on geographical name pronunciation..

* Toning down or attenuation: Pronouncing “aw” as “au”, and “ay” as “ai”.

* Vowel changing: Changing the short vowels ('"Harakat') of the same name, i.e. among the fat-
ha,”a”, damma,”u”, and kasra.”i”..

The research paper gives examples of Jordanian geographical names to demonstrate these
characteristics .
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