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APPENDIX A 

SCAR CGA - LIST OF FIELDS 

DEFINITIONS 
 
  
Name - existing field 
Name of a feature in a national gazetteer. 
Mandatory 
 
Description – existing field 
Who, what or why the feature was named for. 
Optional for existing names 
Mandatory for new names 
 
Latitude - existing field 
Decimal degrees in data base with option of entering data in degrees, minutes and seconds. 
Mandatory 
 
Longitude - existing field 
Decimal degrees in data base with option of entering data in degrees, minutes and seconds 
Mandatory 
 
Coordinate accuracy (Coord_accu) – new field 
The estimated accuracy of the coordinates in metres. 
Optional for existing information 
Recommended for new names and when updating coordinates. 
 
Elevation - existing field 
Height of feature in metres 
Optional if height is not known,  
Recommended for new features if height is known. 
 
Elevation_accuracy – new field 
The estimated accuracy of the altitude in metres 
Optional for existing information,  
Recommended for new names and when updating heights if the information exists. 
 
Feature Type – new field 
Feature type - derived from the generic feature term and mapped to the SCAR Feature Catalogue. 
 
 
Feature type code 
Code in the SCAR Feature Catalogue relating to a particular Feature Type. 
 
Feature class – existing field 
Feature classes will be mapped to the SCAR Feature Catalogue using the features described on the SCAR 
Composite Gazetteer web site Annex F and G. 
 
Institution – new field 
The name of the institution that provided or calculated the coordinates and elevation. 



Optional for existing information 
Recommended when updating coordinates. 
 
 
Person – new field 
Name of the person in the institution that derived the coordinates. 
Optional for existing and new information. 
 
Accepted and / or Verified by – new field 
The name of the institution that either accepted, verified and / or checked the coordinates, levation, 
coordinate accuracy and elevation accuracy. 
Optional for existing information,  
Recommended when updating or accepting new coordinates. 
 
Gazetteer – existing field 
Name of country and custodian responsible for the feature name and where the gazetteer information came 
from. 
Pick list from existing list of countries, Australia, USA, United Kingdom etc., 
Mandatory 
 
SCAR_GAZ_ID 
The unique identifier in the SCAR Composite Gazetteer Antarctica. 
Automatically generated 
 
Source type – new field 
Origin of the coordinates. 
Pick list from Topographic map, GPS hand held, GPS differential, survey control, satellite image, geo-
referenced aerial photo, unknown 
Optional for existing information. 
Recommendedwhen updating coordinates and adding new features. 
 
Source name – new field 
Name of the map, satellite image etc where the coordinates were derived from. 
Pick list from Map name, satellite image type (pick list ASTER, DigitalGlobe, GeoEye, SPOT 1, SPOT 2, 
SPOT 3, SPOT 5, Landsat, date and number and or path, row.) 
Optional for existing information 
Recommended when updating coordinates. 
 
Publisher 
Where coordinates are derived from a map, the publisher of that map. 
Recommended if information is known. 
 
Source Identifier 
Where a coordinate or elevation is derived from a map, the unique identifier of that map in the national 
catalogue. 
Recommended when updating coordinates 
 
Map scale – new field 
Scale of the map from which the coordinates were derived. 
Optional 
Recommended if a map has been used to improve the location of the feature. 
 
National map number - new field 
Where agencies have a map number then include that wherever possible. For example the scanned USGS 
topographic maps 
Optional 
Recommended if a map has been used to improve the location of the feature and national identifier exists for 
the map. 
 
SCAR map catalogue number - new field 



Catalogue number of the map in the SCAR map catalogue used to derive the coordinates of a feature. 
Optional for existing information, 
Recommended when updating coordinates from a map that is in the SCAR map catalogue or that should be 
in the SCAR map catalogue. 
 
Status 
This is to show the status of a name if it is different from other names – for example if a feature has 
disappeared or if the name does not meet place name standards in a national gazetteer. 
Pick list from historical, disappeared or acknowledged. 
Historical – where a feature was incorrectly identified or may never have existed but was shown on maps 
and is now recognised as being incorrect. The information is preserved for historical and research purposes. 
Disappeared – where a feature did exist but due to natural or human forces now no longer exists. 
The term “Acknowledged” is used by the UK Antarctic Place Names Committee where names are 
acknowledged as being in use but insufficient evidence exists for their approval. 
Mandatory if the status is changed. 
 
Status notes 
Note on status – notes on when it was discovered it was incorrectly identified or links to historical research, 
when it disappeared or why a feature is acknowledged. 
Mandatory if the reason for the status change is known. 
 
Comments – new field 
Notes by those updating the coordinates or other fields.  
For example, if the location of a feature is still in question or unable to be determined from the quoted 
coordinates or description 
 





 

APPENDIX C 

Sources of the SCAR Composite Gazetter Antarctica 
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