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Activities relating to the Working Group on Toponymic Terminology

The Arabic Language and the Arabization of Borrowed Words ~

Summary:

Arabic is the largest member of the Semitic language family. It is very important not only for
Muslims, as it is the language of the Qur'an, but also for the Arab Christians as it is the most
used in their churches, and even by Jews in the Middle Ages. The influence of Arabic has been
most important in Islamic countries as well as on other languages, especially the Mediterranean
languages. Even if Arabic has not been influenced in terms of structure and linguistic rules, it has
borrowed words from many languages, including Persian and Greek, and “arabized” them. This
article gives a historic perspective on the “Arabization” process with various illustrative
examples.

“ Prepared by Amal Ahmad Al-Hussaini (Lebanon).
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