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Outline

• Data collection
– Country names
– City names
– Database statistics

• Application development
– Database
– Web interface

• Next steps 
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Data collection

• Data collection growing

• UNGEGN very active

• Type of data
–Country names
–City names
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Country names

•Database entries
– 192 United Nations member states
– ~ 1,300 short and formal country names 

+ 
– ~ 70 Romanized short and formal 

names for countries

•Status on country names
– Endonyms completed 
– UN languages completed
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Country names - Map

Features
– Zoom in on country level from 

the drop down menu or by 
using the zoom function

– Display of six United Nations 
languages when rolling over a 
country

– Select which layers should be 
displayed

– Drag map for different views
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Country names - Table

Displayed: 
• Short and formal names
• Endonyms and UN languages
• Language
• Data source

Displayed: 
• Short and formal names
• Endonyms and UN languages
• Language
• Data source
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City names

•Work in progress
– City names received from 52 countries through UNGEGN
– 48 processed and imported to database
– ~1,850 cities with ~3,400 names included in the database
– Sound files for 20 countries

•Capital cities sourced from
– UN Multilingual Terminology Database (http://unterm.un.org/) for 

capital city names in the 6 official languages
– UNGEGN

•Status on city names
– UN languages about to be completed
– Work on endonyms for capitals in progress
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Web interface 

Developed in ASP.Net
2.0 and Macromedia 
Flash 8

Interface parts:
– Map application
– Table format

Developed in ASP.Net
2.0 and Macromedia 
Flash 8

Interface parts:
– Map application
– Table format
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City names – Map

Features
– City names, in Romanized 

form only

– Capital cities displayed in 
red
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City names – Table

• Endonyms 
• Capitals in UN languages
• Sound files if available

• Endonyms 
• Capitals in UN languages
• Sound files if available
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Feedback

• Text box for 
suggestions and 
comments

• Fields for contact 
information

• Email sent to the 
UNGEGN 
Secretariat and 
UNGEGN Bureau 

• Text box for 
suggestions and 
comments

• Fields for contact 
information

• Email sent to the 
UNGEGN 
Secretariat and 
UNGEGN Bureau 
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Other pages

FAQ

Contact 
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Next steps

• Data collection and processing
– UNGEGN experts  to ensure accuracy and reliability 
– Prepare and upload the available city names

• Database maintenance and improvements

• Further application development
– Improvement of the navigation
– Download feature
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Online version

Web access

http://unstats.un.org/unsd/geoinfo/geonames/Default.aspx

Login information

User name: tester
Password: geonames

Comments and suggestions can be sent by using the Feedback form.
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Thank you !!


