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The Geographic Names Information System (GNIS) is the automated databaseof geographical names
of the United States, and the data are being compiled in two distinct phases. The first phase is
complete for States and areas under United States jurisdiction, and entailed the collection of most
feature names printed on the 1:24,000-scale topographic maps published by the Geological Survey and
the Forest Service as well as the charts of the Office of Coast Survey. The second phase is a long-term
project to gather additional names information from official State and IocaI materials, as we11as a wide
variety of historical documents. This project is being accomplished on a State-by-State basis.
The GNIS staff receives a large volume of data in electronic format on a monthly basis, and uses a
suite of software to analyze tirther and verify the information. Piiahy, a smal1percentage of
information is actuahy verified against the source document to assure that established procedures are
being followed. Once all aspects of quahty assuranceare complete, the information is submitted to the
database and is immediately available for use by Federal agencies, and to the user community through
the Internet.
The dynamic nature of a program of applied toponomy requires a strong maintenance program to
assure quality and integrity, as well as the most current information. A network of Federal agencies
has been established to assure that the database is maintained accordingly. These agencies use webbased software designed specifically- for this purpose, and the GNIS staff apply the same procedures of
quality assurance as those used in the data compilation program. Federal agencies presently in the
program include Board on Geographic Names, Geological Survey, Forest Service, Ofice of Coast
Survey, Census Bureau, and the National Park Service. The Bureau of Land Management soon will
join the program.

