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. 

* Submitted by the Secretariat 
** Adopted by the Group of Experts at its Fifteenth and Sixteenth 

Sessions, 
endorsed by the Sixth United Nations Conference on the 
Standardization of Geographical Names, 
approved by the United Nations Economic and Social Council at _ 
its Substantive Session of 1993 (Geneva, 28 June-30 July 1993) 
items International Standardization of Geographical Names. 

\\UNGEGV19 .DIR\ST:TUTE.GEG 



(a) To emphasize the importance of the standardization of 
geographical names at the national and international levels 
and to demonstrate the benefits to be derived from such 
standardization. 

(b) To collect the results of the work of national and 
international bodies dealing with the standardization Of 
geographical names and to facilitate the dissemination of 
these results to Member States of the United Nations 

(cl To study and propose principles, policies and methods 
suitable for resolving problems of national and 
international standardization. 

Cd) To play an active role, by facilitating the supply of 
scientific. and technical help, in particular to developing 
countries, in creating mechanisms for the national and 
international standardization of geographical names. 

(e) To provide a vehicle for liaison and coordination among 
Member States, 
organisations, 

and between Member States and international 

of geographical 
on work associated with the standardization 

names. 

(f) 

1. 

To implement the tasks assigned as a result of the 
resolutions adopted at United Nations Conference on the 
Standardization of Geographical Names. 

. 
II. PRINCIPL8s 

body: 
The Group of Experts shall act as a collegiate consultative 

accordingly, agreement on non-procedural mat&s shall be 
reached by consensus and-not by voting. 

-2- 

1. AIHS 
The basic aims of the Group of Experts are: 

2. The decisions of the Group of Experts shall be of a 
recaxamendatory character. . 

' 3. Questions involving national sovereignty shall not be 
discussed by the Group of Experts. 

4. The Group Qf Experts in its activities shall adhere to the 
principles of the Charter o-f the Unitd Nations and to the 
following provisions: 
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(a) 

(b) 

Functions i 

The standardization of geographical names must be based 
on the achievements of science in relation to both 
language treatment and the technical means of 
processing and generating toponymic data; 

International standardfzation of geographical names 
must be carried out on the basis of national 
standardisation. 

Ixr. F'UNCTIONS ' 

of the Group of Experts are: 
i 1. To develop procedures and establish mechanisms for 

standardization in response to national requirements and 
particular requests;.. 

2. To undertake preparatory work for the perfodic United 
Nations Conferences on the Standardization of Geographical Names: 
to provide continuity for activities between Conferences: and to 
pravgde leadership in the implementation of resolutions adopted 
at the Conferences; 

3. To encourage the discussion and study of practical and 
theoYetica1 steps directed towards standardizatfon; 

4. To co-ordinate the activities of Linguistic/Geographical 
Divisions formed to further the work at the national level: to 
encourage the active partldipation of countries and Divisions; 
and tc promOte a degree of uniformity in the work undertaken; 

5. To create any necessary structure to supplement the work of 
divisions and to deal with issues beyond the scape of a Division; 

6. To develop appropriate programmes to assist-with training in 
individual countries and group of countries, to achieve 
standardization where this is lacking; 

7. To make napping orgmizationsaware of the importance of 
using standardized geographical names; 

8, To a&intain liaison w&h international organizations dealing 
with related subjects and 6mccurage UNGRGN divis.ions to 
participate in the United Eidltions Regional or ether cartugraphic 
con~felcemmm. 

9. To Work at the highest possible national, international and 
United Nations levels to interrelate topanymy and cartography. 
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To make standardization principles and standardized 
&graphical names available as practical information for as wide 
a user community as possible, through all appropriate media. 

IV. COWPOSITTON 
. .  .  l 1. ~stic/GeogEgphical.DlvisIo~ 

1. The Group of Experts shall be composed of experts from 
Linguistic/Geographical Dfvisiuns designated by Governments. The 
Group of Experts shall be headed by elected officer6 who shall 
guide the activities of the Group during and between its 
sessions. 

2. The Group of Experts shall be supported in its activities by 
the following Linguistic/Geographical Divisions: 

Africa Central Division: 
Africa East Division; 
Africa South Division 
Africa We& Division; 
Arabic Division; 
Asia East Divrsion (other than China): 
Asia South-East and Pacific South-West Division: 
Asia SoutB-West Division (other than Arabic): 
Baltic Division; 
Celtic Division; 
China Dtvf6;fon; 
Dutch-and Geman-speaking Division; 
East Central and South-East Europe Division: 
Eastern Europe, Northern and Central Asia Division: 
East Mediterranean Divisioh (other than Arabic); 
India Division: 
Latin An!erica Division: 
Norden Division: 
Romano-Hellenic Division: 
United Kingdom Division: 
United States of America/Canada Division. 

3 ‘. The number of Linguistic/Geographical Divisions and their 
compositions nay. be revised, if necessary, 

4. A country shall1 decide for itself the Division to which. Lt 
wishes to belong., A country ray be a menber c?f another Division 
provided the nature of its partkipation does not change the 
linguistircs/geagraphicaf character of the divisisn(s) concerned. 
An expert ray be invited to attend-meetings of other divisions in 
the capacity of observer or consultant. 
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5. Each Division, if composed of more than one sovereign State, 
shall se-lect, by methods of its own choosing, an expert to 
represent the Division (Division Chairman) as a whole at the 
meetings of the Group of Experts. 

6. In order to guarantee the continuity of the work, each 
Division having more than one sovereign State shall select an 
alternative representatfve; the divisional representative shall 
act in close contact with his alternate. 

7. The divisional representative shall stimulate activities in 
the- standardization of geographical names within his division by 
all appropraate means (correspondence with national bodies on the 
standardzzation of geographical names and national surveying and 
mappIng agenciesr organisation of meetings of the divisional 
ex*rts) . 

8. The divisienal representative shall be responsible for 
ensu??ing that the work of the Group of Experts and its potential 
for technical a-ssistance are brought to the attention of the 
individual countries in his division and for reporting to the 
United Nations any special problems in his division. 

9. To discuss technical and procedural matters, a division may 
organize regional meetings during United Nations Conferences on 
the Standardization of Geographical Names and-meetings of the 
Group of Experts, or at any other appropriate time. 

1. The Group of Experts shall elect the foIlowing officers: a 
Chairman, a Vice-Chairman and a Rapporteur. 

2. All provisions regarding the election and functioning of the 
Officers are given below in the ruies of -procedure of the Group. 

1. Working groups shall be disbanded upon completion of their 
appointed task@. The expediency of extending,the term of their 
acffvities sha3.1 be considered at the sessions of the Group of 
Experts. If necessary, new working groups may be appointed and 
their tasks determined, 

2. The convener and the co-convener of a working group shall be 
elected at the meetings of the working group by methods of its 
own choosing, 
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RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE UNITED NATIONS GROUP OF EXPRRTS 
ON GEOGRAPNXCAL NAMES 

For the purposes of these rules, the following terms shall 
have the meanings indicated: 

(a) "Group* or "Group of Experts" means the United Nations 
Group of Experts on.Geographical Na@ies establkshed in 
pursuance of Economic anU Social Council resolutions 
715 A (XXVII) of 23 April 1959 and 1314 (,XLWJ of 31 
Hay 1968 and the decision taken by the Council at its 
1854th meeting, on 4 May 1973; 

(b) 

(cl 

(d) 

I. Definitions 

Meaning of tw 

Rule 

"Hemberm means an expert participating in a session of 
the Group, whether or not he/she represents a Division; 

"Divisionn means one of the major 
Linguistic/Geographical Divisions of the world, as 
defined in section IV of tkie statute of the Group; . 
"Secretary-General" 
United Nations. 

means the Secretary&General of the 

XI- IIEI(BERSIiIP AND CORPOSITTON 

Bule 
1. The Group of Expert6 shall consist of experts in them field 
Of cartcgraphy/Linguistics designated by GoverI'iliients of States 
Members of the respective bivisions. 

2. The expert who represents a Divi6ioi shall be.a fuf.l. mWber 
of the Group, with voting rights. In addition, States ?$e&ers of 
the divisions m6y appoint national experts who may partAcig;ate, 
vithout the right to vote, in the discussions at mcatings of the 
Group. Attendance at Group beetings by the latter ~wperts shall 
be co-ordinated with the expert representing the Div$siW in 
questian-, wh o slllaX1 have the right to vote on behalf of the 
Divisfon. 

3- All experts. participating in sessions of the' Group shall 
6erve in their personal capacity as individual-s: of recognized 
competence and experience in their respective fields. 
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III. SESSIONS 

The Group shall normally hold one session every two years, 
at such times as it determines; provided that in years when a 
United Nations Conference on the Standaralzation of Geographical 
names is held, the Group shall meet, as required, on dates l 

immediately preceding the opening date of the Conference and 
immediately following the closing date of the Conference. 

IV. AGENDA 

The provisional agenda drawn up by the Group at its previous 
Session and communicated to the Governments invite-d by the 
Secretary-General to send experts to participate in the Session 
shiaS.1 constitute the provfsional agenda for the session. 
participat 

Experts 
ing in the Session may propose additional items for 

inclrtsion in the provisionai agenda. 

V. OFFICERS 

The Group shall elect the following officers from among the, 
experts representing. divisions: a Chairman, a Vice-Chairman and a 
Rapporteur. 

The officers shall be elected immediately following the 
closing date of the respective United Nations Conference on the 
Standardization of Geographical Names. The officers shall serve 
until their succe-ssb-rs are- elected immediately after the next 
conference. 

1. Pf the Chairraan is to he absent from a meeting or part 
thereof, or if he ceases to be able to perSorB his functions, 
the Vke-Chairman or, in his absence, the Rapporteur shall act as 
Chairmen. 
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2. 
shall 

The Vice-Chairman or Rapporteur when acting as Chairman 
have the same powers and duties as the Chairman. 

3. If either the Vice-Chairman or the Rapporteur is unable to 
perform the functions of his office, the Chairman shall appoint 
an expert to complete the unexpired portion of either term of 
office. 

VI. SECRETARIAT 

Ruti=of the Secretariat 

The Secretary of the Group*, appointed by the Secretary- 
General, shall act in that capacity in all meetings of the Group. 
He may designate a member of the secretariat to take his place at 
any meeting. 

Rule 

The Secretary shall as far as possible provide- and d%rect 
such staff as is required by the Group. He shall be responsible 
for making all necessary arrangements for meetings and generally 
shall per-fom all other work which the Group may require. 

ts bv the secret- 

e 10 

The Secretary or his representative may at any meeting make 
either oral or written statements concerning any questions under 
consideration. 

VII. CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCOOF BUSIMBSS 

A majority of the representatives. of divisions participatin_g 
in the session shall constitute a quorum. 
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Gen-era1 Dowers of the Chairman 

Rule 12 

In addition to exercising the powers conferred upqn him 
elsewhere by these rules, the Chairman shall declare the Opening 
and closing of each meeting of the Group, direct the discussion 
at such meetings, ensure the observance of these rules, accord 
the right to speak, put questions to the vote and announce 
decisions. He, shall rule on the points of order andr subject to 
these rules, shall have complete control over the proceedings of 
the Group and over the maintenance of order of its meetings, 

The Chairman may, in the course of the discussions, propose 
to the Group the closing of the list of speakers or the 
adjournment or closure of the debate. He may call a speaker to 
order if his remarks are not relevant to the matter under 
discussion. The Chairman may also propose the suspension or the 
adjournment of the meeting. 

The Chaiman. in the exercise of his functions, remains 
under the- authoriky of the Group. 

ts of order 

Rule 15 

During the discussion of any matter, a member may at any 
time raise a point of order, which shall be immediately decided 
by the Chafnnan in accordance with these rules; A member may 
appeal against the, rulingSof the Chairman. The appeal shall be 
immediately put to-the vote and the Chairman's ruling shall stand 
unless overruled, by-, d ma 

h 
ority of the-representatives of 

Divisfons present and vo.~,~g. A member may not, in raising a 
point of order, speak on th e substance of the matter under 
discussion. 
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Rule 
The Group may limit the time allowed to each speak-er and the 

number of times a member may speak on any question. -When the 
debate is limited and a member exceeds his allotted time,, the 
Chairman shall call him to order without delay. 

Cfosina of list of - 

-. EWe I? 

e 

During the course of a debate, 
list Of speakers and, 

the Chairman may announce the 

List closed. 
with the consent of the Group, declare the 

The Chairman may, however, accord the right of 
reply to any member if, in his opinion, a speech delivered after 
he had declared the list closed makes this desirable. When there 
are no more speakers, the Chairman shall, with the consent of the 
Groupc declare t.he debate closed. Such closure. shall have the 
same effect as closure pursuant to rule 19, 

ent of debate 

During the dLscussion of any matter, a member may move the 
adjournment of the debate on the item under discussion- Any such 
motion shall have priority. In addition to the proposer of the 
motion, one member shall be allowed to sp-eak in favour of, and 
one member against the motion, after which the motion shall be; 
immediately put to the vote. 

A member may at any time move the closure of the debate on 
the item under discussion, whether or not any other raember'has 
signified his uish.to speak, Permission to speak on the motion 
sbaX& be accox&I to only two speakers opposifng~the closure, 
after which the motion shall be inediate-ly. put to the vote- 
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osals or motions 

e 24 

A proposal or a motion may be withdrawn by it6 sponsor at 
an 

f 
time before vatbig on it has commenced, provided that it has 

IW..' be:etr amended. A proposal or a motion thus withdrawn may be 
rezbtrbduced by any member. 

When a proposal has been adopted or rejected, it may not be 
reconsidered at the same Session unless the Group, by a two- 
thirds aoajor&y.of the- representatives of Divisions present and 

* votiflg, s-o decides. Permission to speak 6n a motion to 
reconsjder shall be accorded to only two speaker.6 opposing the 
motion, after which it shall be immediately put to the vote. 

. . s ,z to.snecwts (tec2UlJSal advisers) 

e 22 

A person with speciafized knowledge of particular aspects of 
the standartifzatfon of geographical names may be invited to place 
before the Group of Experts his/her specialized knowledge. Such 
a per6on will be WV&ted only when official approval of the 
invitation has been obtained from his/her Government. 

, 

VIII. DBCISION-MAXING 

e 23 

1. On all except procedural matters, the Group of Experts, its 
tin 

s" 
iatiC/Geogr&phical Divisions and its working groups shall 

t%irr Ve #It deci6.tons by ConSenSUS. In the event that 4 ConSenSU6 
i6 not acshieved, the matter Shall be deferra for reworking and 
re-sUbBiss1on. 

2. In the absence crf a consensus on praceclural mtters, the 
Chai-man nay, and at the request of any aear Shall, put the 
prbpO6al to the vote. 
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VOtinu giahts andm_maloyitv .reaqi~ed 

1. Each expert representing a Division shal.,$ have one vote, am 
decisions of the Group shall, subject to rule 23c. W-taken by a 
majority: of the divisional representatives pr@sent and voting. 

2. ff a vote is equally divided, a second vote shall be taken 
after an adjournment of the meeting for 15 minutes. IS this vote 
is also equally divided, the proposal or motion shall: be regarded 
as rejected. 

.-. 
.I 

L.. 
l .  a of the n-e Vegresmtatives of Die 

votQJg- 
1 

Rule 
For the purpose of these rules, the phrase nrepresentativas 

of Divisions present and voting* means representatives of 
Divisions casting an affirmative or negative vote. 
Representatives of Divisions who abstain from voting shaL1 be 
considered as not voting. 

POll-~gu votm 

A roll-Cal& vote, if requested, shall be taken in the 
English alphabetical order of the. names of the t)l;vi.sFons, 
beginning with the Division whose name is drawn by lot by the 
Chaf,rman. 

l .  uct,durrna vottn$ 

After the Chalman hasm announced the com@?nce@ient af voting, 
no, member Ij;tia&l interrupt the- voting except on. a poi-nt of order 
in connect&jn wia the actual conduct of the.vo%&g. 
explanations of their votes by members-aary, hcW~er, be penaitted 
by the Cbaimau either before or after the votS&g. The Ch~Wm5n 

‘iay 2&SXt the- tLas to be allowed for such reixg&matfons. 
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Division of nrooosals 

Rule 28 

Parts of a proposal shall be voted on separately if a member 
requests that the proposal be divided. Those parts of the 
proposals that have been approved shall then be put to the vote 
as a whole; if al2 the operative parts of the proposals have been 
rejected, the proposal. shall be considered rejected as a whole. 

Drder of voting on -Wenta 

e 29 

When an amendment is moved to a proposal, the amendment 
shall be voted o-n first. When two or more amendments are moved 
to- 8; propoaa&,, the Group ahall first vote on the amendment 
furthest remoT&d in subs~tance from the original proposal and then 
on.the amendment next &rtheSt removed therefrom, and so on, 
unti% all the amendments have been put to the vote, When, 
however, the adoption of one amendment necessarily implies the 
reject&on of another amendment, the latter amendment sha-11 not be 
put to the vote. If one: or more amendments are adopted, the 
amended proposal shall then be voted upon. A proposal is 
considered an amen-dment to another proposal if it merely adds to, 
deletes from or revises part of that proposal. 

. 
Qrder ar votula on !=gosals 

le 30 

1. ff two or more proposals relate to the same question, they 
shall, unless the Group- decides otherwise, be voted on in the 
order in which they are submitted. The Group may, after each 
vote on a proposal, decide whether to vote on the next proposal. 

2, Revised proposals shall be voted on in the order in which 
the- original proposals were submitted, unless the revision 
substantially departs Worn the original proposal. Tn that case, 
the original pmpasal shal& be considered as vithdrawn and the 
reVi;sed propWaS &hat% be treated as a new proposal. 

3. A nWi&n requiring that no decision be taken on a proposal 
shall have priority over that proposal. 

. 
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s ElectIon S 

Rule 31 

1. All elections shall be held by secret baLlot un$ess the 
Committee decides otherwise. 

2. When candidates are to be nominated, each nomination shall 
be made by only one member, after which the Group shall 
Mmedfately proceed to the election. 

1. When One-,of- more elective places are- tc? be filled at one 
time under the same conditions each member- may cast a vote for as 
many candgdates, as there, are places, to be fi,&&d,. and those 
candfdates, 
obtaining in 

in a number not exceeding the number of such plac%zs, 
the first ballot a majority of the votes cast arid 

the largest number of votes shall be e-geeted-e 

2-e ff the number of candidates so elected is less than the 
nulrpber of places to be Eilled, addit$rsnal ballots shall. be heXd 
to fifl the remaining places. From such ballots the. Candidates 
obtaining the Least number of votes in the previous baf&ot may be 
el&inated on the proposal of the Chairman. 

3. In the case of a tie among candidates obtaining a major&y 
of the votes cast, a second ballot shall be head among them. f,f 
the votes remain equally divided, the elder or eldes,t candidate 
shall be elected. 

Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russfan sha12 be-the 
offgcisl languages and English and French. shaf4 be the-working 
languaqes of the Session. Working papers.s&all be submitted in 
one of the working languages. 
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InterDretation 

Rule 

1. Speeches made in an official language shall be interpreted 
into-the other Official languages of the cession. 

2. my member may make a speech in a language other than an 
Of$k$d language of the Session if he provides far 
interpretat&n into one;Wch language. Interpretation into the 
other GfffChl languages Of the Session. by the interpreters of 
the SeCrktarSat may,be based on the interpretation given in the 
first such language, 

x. Dotsmms 
e 35 

1, The Secretariat of the Group of Experts circulates copies of 
working papers submitted by Linguistic/GeOgraphical Divisions and 
experts~to the participants of the Session. 

2. SubZPission of a workang paper for ConsideratiOn by the Group 
of Experts does not mean the document has received the approval 
Of the Group of Experts or that the working paper has been 
endorsed by them. 

3. COns%demtton of a working paper by the Group of Experts is 
without palitical s&gnf%icance. 

4. Consideration and discussion of a working pager by the Group 
of Experts must not be interpreted as support of, or opposition. 
to, any polit.icalz view Or issue. 

5. Subsequent reference to the working papers in the report of 
the,GrOUp Of Exm~%s.ot\ the Session likewii;e 6hall have no 
political SiqiIif'iCBhCE;. 

XI. RECORDS 

Sound recordtnga of thy plenary meetings bf the session 
shall be made arid kept by the Secretariat. The Group shall 
prepare a final report i'n English a6 the record of the Session. 
This rreport Shall be distr5buted by the Secretariat as soon as 
pOssib;l;a after the clos$ng of the Session. 
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XII. PRIVACY OF NEZTINGS 

Rule 37 

The meetings of the Group of Experts and meetings of its 
working groups: shall be held in private. 

XIII u SESSIONAL BbDIES AND WORKING fZROt@S 

During Sessions of the Group, j&j hoc: study groups may be 
appointed to deal with particular issues. 
their appointed tasks, 

vpon COrmpletiari Qf 
such groups shall be autotPa$icalLy 

disbanded before the end of the Session, unless especfally 
directed to remain in existence. 

The Group Of Experts may establish working groups of 
specialists under the chairmanship of one of t&e national experrs 
referred to in rule 2 to study particular problems between 
sesSiQn5 Of the GROUP. 

i 

Rule 

So fat BS they are applimbX+. the Rule% of PFmedure of the 
Group Of Experts shall apply to the proceedings of the sess$ona-;l 
tx>dias and working groups. These bodies may, houeirer, dispense 
with certain language interpretations, 
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XIV. PARTICIPATION BY NON-HEHBERS OF THE GROUP 

a. Representatives designated by the specialized agencies and 
ohs-ervers de&gnated by. other intergovernmental organizations and 
By- non-qoverrrmental organisations invite& to tne Session may 
paYticipatel. w%Qout the right to vote, in the deliberations of 
the Group and its.working groups on the invitation of the 
Chairman or the convener of a working group on guestions within 
the scope of their aB&vities. 

2, WmilztWi statements submitted by these representatives or 
abge33ers shall be distz?Lbuted by the Secretariat to all 
pafiicipants in tie Session. 

. 

Bule 42 

These rules of procedure may be amended by a decision of the 
Group* taken by a two-thirds majority of the divisional 
representatives present and voting. No amendment shall become 
effective until it has been approved by the Economic and Social 
council. 

. 


