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Resolution Four of the First United Nations Conference on the Standardization 
of Geographical Names (1967) urged all member nations to institute national 
names authorities that would establish programs for standardizing geographic 
names in their countries. The conference further recommended systematic 
collection methods and the establishment of procedures for the official treatment 
of geographical names, as well as a- program of promulgation. Each successive 
conference has recognized the importance of training programs to help 
accomplish. these goals. 

The Pan American Institute of Geography and Histoiy (PAIGH), which 
encourages, promotes, and disseminates scientific studies of interest to the 
Americas in the disciplines of cartography, geophysics, geography and history, is 
the most appropriate organization for supervising the development of a course 
for applied toponymy relevant to the Latin American community. The course 
was originally conceived and developed by Dr. Richard R. Randall, Executive 
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Secretary of the US. Board. on Geographic Names from 1973 until his retirement 
in 1993. Significant refinements to the course have been introduced by Roger L. 
Payne, with recent contributions by Randall Z. Flynn and Ramon Antonio 
Rivera Henriquez. The first course was offered in 1987 in Panama. The success 
of that endeavor led to the second course in Ecuador, where a workshop in 
automated data processing was added to the curriculum. Offering training 
primarily to participants from the host country but also to those from other 
interested Latin American nations, the eourse has since been held in Chile (1990), 
Mexico (1991), Brazil (1992), Honduras (1993), Peru (1995), and most recently in 
Paraguay in May 1996. 

Applied toponymy is the use of geographic names as a direct or supplementary 
means of geospatial analysis and problem solving. The course provides an 
introduction to this subject that shouid establish a sound basis for participants to 
make- vaiu-able contributions to their national programs of names 
standardizati-on. Since the two weeks devoted to this effort can only briefly touch 
each of the major tequirements for implementing such a program, the authors 
are considering the establishment of an advanced course covering program 
impIementation in more detail. 

The first week of the course is predominantly lecture on various aspects of 
applied toponymy, concentrating on the requirements for establishing a program 
of natronal standardization. Participants are introduced to appropriate 
terminology and provided with a short history of the development of the field. 
An analysis of the merits of national standardization is given, along with 
guidelines for etiablishing a national committee and developing principles, 
policies, and procedures. Staff requirements and office processing of geographic 
names are thoroughly examined. Finally, participants engage in a class exercise 
portraying the interaction of a names staff with a national names authority in 
app‘lying principles and policies of standardization. 

A field coflection exercise offers participants an opportunity to gather, process, 
and analyze data in accordance with established toponymic field procedures. 
Participants gain expedience in solving problems associated with raw data 
gathering (interviews), such as local variations in naming and cultural 
toponymic bias. For use during the exercise a special topographic map of the 
fieid area is printed without names. LJpon returning from the field participants 
receive instruction on data analysis and preparation, with special attention paid 
to automated processing, 

With the objective of establishing the important role of the computer as a basic 
tool of applied toponymy, the second week is devoted to an automated data 
processing workshop using personal computers. Building on the lessons of the 
first week, participants design files and data bases, and use them to analyze, store, 
and retrieve toponymic data. Every aspect of design is addressed to enable 
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efficient data ana&& rrd retrieval. Additionally, the design and production of 
gazetteers and other s reports are explained in detail. 

As a contribution to the overall training program of UNGEGN, the authors 
provide herewith a syllabus (Appendix A) and a set of Spanish-language 
presentation material (Appendix B) developed specifically for the PAIGH course. 
We encourage its use, and we would welcome suggestions for improvement. 
The training team is available for consultation regarding the PAIGH course and 
other activities. 
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APPENDIX A 

A Syllabus for the PAIGH Course on Applied Toponymy 

Duration - Two Weeks 

Instructional- materials are provided and include a copy of presentation material 
as well as a. topographic map (printed without names) for the field exercise. 

I. Introduction 
A. TerminoIogy 

:: 
History of Applied Toponymy 
Linguistic Aspects of Geographic Names 

D. Survey of National Programs Throughout the World 
E. Local Guest Lectures (also throughout the course as appropriate) 

XI. National Standardization 
A. A National Board 

1. Authority 
2. Membership 
3. Staff 

B. Basis for Establishing Principles of Standardization 
1. International Agreements 
2. National, Regional, and Local Specific Requirements 

c. Policies 
1. Rules for Uniform Decisions 
2. Standardization. implementation 

D. Procedures, Methodology and Guidelines 
1. Requirements 
2. Implem-entation 
3. Training 

E. Exercise (performed at the end of the course) 
1. Mock Meeting of the National Board 
2. Staff Presentation to the Board 
3. Reversal of Roles (Board and Staff) 
4. ‘Draft Resolution for Establishing a National Names Authority 

Field Exercise 
A. Techniques of Toponymic Field Work 
B. Preliminary Examination. of Area 

1. Physiography 
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C. 

0. 

2. Urban or Rural 
3. Other Cultural Aspects 
4. The. Topographic Map (without names) 
5 Preparation of Interview Questions 
Trip- to- the EleId 
1. IIlUXVi~WS 

;: 
Field. Notes. 
Map Annotation 

Office Analysis and Processing 

IV. Automated Processing 
A. introduction 

1. Terminology 
2. Overview ofi Har-Jware 
3. Overview of Software 
4. Data Base Management Systems 

B. Office Processing 
1. Data Verification 
2. Loading the Data 

C. Data Retrieval Recfuirements and Techniques 
1. Three PfincipaI Operations 
2. Standard or Routine Retrieval 
3. Speciaiized Retrieval 
4. Formatting Reports 
5. Products 

0. Maintenance Procedures 
1. Fi-eld Techniques 
2. Other Written Sources 
3. Office Processing (Backups) 
4. Updating the Data Base 
5. User TTacking 
6. Security 

E. Wor&hop 
1. Preprogrammed Environment 
2. Data- Base Design 
3. Retrievai Techniques 
4. Formatting Reports 
5. Questions and Problems 

V. Summary 
A. Q-lestions 
B. Examination of Dra& Resolution 
c. Course Analysis. and Evaluation 
D. Closing Ceremonies 





APPENDIX B 

Presentation Material for the PAIGH Course in Applied Toponymy 

7 





(!igw de N6mbrps-(SeqpSi&s JPGH Curso de Nombres Chq&fkos rpGR 

@.rso de Nombres GeognSficos UPGH Curso de Nombres Geogrbficos,,IPGH 

Qrsoae Nombres Geggr%iicosIPGH_ Curso de Nombres GeogrS’icos PGH 

-1 h‘ 

- 
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Cursode_Nombres GeogMicos IPGH Cqso de NombreS GeqgSfi~s.IPGH 

l cronologia In~eraado~L 

- 1950h Normalizaci6tfXtttti 

Curso.d@:Nombres Ggoghf’icos E.GH 

Topicos a ser Cmsidem&is por NacionesGMas 

l Senfidodelugar 
l Mapasmetales 

l Nombres eomo‘%narc~ km&rca” 

l Nombms como etiqwtas 

Cuao de Nombres Geogriifkos Il?W ~. : 

Ottotnastica Topottim@- ~ 

l Esdtitdio dd &hmIo de n6inbr6 
l t3gtcja o;ejlurdio del origem 2 fo-.de tOr nW&m. 

propios de paons~c D lugmcs 
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Curso de Nombres GeogrSficos IPGH 

Qrwde. Nombg@eogr&‘icosJPGH 
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Cursade Nombres GeogMicos #PGH @po de Nogbre#Seq@cos IPGH; _ 

l Naturalen de la aaminael6n: 

Aspectos Linguisticos.g Culturales de 10s 
NombresGeogrSf’icos 

CWso de Nombre&eog&fico@?GH 

@x--de Nombrcs @ogr.$ficgs.lPGH 

. Nombm ~+u_rJaciac& eultuflT. 
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Curso dg Nombres GeogrSficos.WGH 

- Lafommcscrit8delosnombres. 

.~~~.~eN6mbres~~~s.s.IP.GH, Curso de Nombres GeogrAficos IPGH 

Curso de Nombres GeogrSfkos IPGH 
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f.&w:deflcmbres G&graUi&mH Cqso de.Nombrq GeogrfificosPGH 

Q.trso.de- Bombres Geogr6ficos p$H 

- Nonntlia&5n 

Curso de Nombres~grGficos IPGH 

Curso de Nombres Geo@cos EGR 

P-e 14 
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Qrso de:Nombrgs.,Geogr6Ficosrs;ficos_8GH 

@rso de Nombres G&giSicos ,pGH .~ 



C3qso de Ngmbres Geogrilficos ZPGH 

l Adividad dom&ia: ptagram~ de normaliici6a 
--- 
-*ptko&aJ-rMrr 
-Nooam-pmmsgwabaomb~ 
-ttssedeDuos~r 

@rsoyie-Nombres-GDGH Curqo de Nombres Geoghfkos IPGH 

pcincip~ - EjanpIosparaUSBGN 
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Curso de Nombrgs Gygr6ficos EPGJJ 

Quyq +le Notnbres Qx@%.ficos,lp.GH Curso de Nombres Geogriificos _IPGH 
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Curso deA”!iombres GeogrSficos IPGH 

Pwxdimie~~.de Oficha para la 
NormalizacK3 de los Nombres 

Gt?O&fkOS 
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Curso de Nombres Geogriificos WGH 

Cqso de Nombres Geogriificos XPGH 
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Curso de rJombres Geom~-iPGH 

- 
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~~tqwqmibtes eogrlificos~b~GH Curso de Nombres Geogrhf’icos IPGH 

Qwso de Nombr-gs Gpstaficgs Q’GH Curso de Nombres Geo@cos~IPGH 
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- Exatidud 

- ObjcctivMad 
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c;ursO de.Nisiibres Gtxq@fi~:~B Curso de Nombres GeogMicos IPGH 
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Curso.de Nombres Geggr6ficos:IpGH 
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Curso de Nombres GeogMicos IPGf3 

l seguridad 

-To&sUaa~~Y60dekU1~¶6liMlaW 

- 


