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Geographical New Names of Korean Cities on the 
International Map of the world 

summary 

Tbe six sheets of the new International Map of the World on lhe scale of 
one lo million published by thc National &ogrdphy InStitute of the @public 
of Korea in 1995 followed the international standard regulations of map 
production. Ail Romanization of Korean geographicd names are based on the 
guïdelines for the Romanization of Korean written in 1984. The main purpose 
of this working paper is LU ïnform major changes of cities names in bath 
1995 zmd 1996, just after the alteratiun of local administrative boundaries and 
its status. Additionahy, it includes a glossary of generic terms in order to 
help for casier reading of this map, <and also adds information from the reoent 
progress of thc international seminar and workshop on the geographicai name 
of the “East Sea(Sca of Japan)” held in Seoul from 1994. 

1. Basic Information on ‘the 1:1,000,000 Topographie Map 

. Compiled in 1995 by the National Geography InstitutcXNGI), Ministry of 
Construction & Transportation, Republic of Korea 

. Projection : Lambert Conformal Conic Projection 

. Sheet Name : N151 HCTKSAN-L)O NI52 CH’ONGJIN 
NI52 PAISGA-IX3 N J52 SIXX’L 
NK51 SHINmJU NK52 PUSAN 

2. Glossary of Generic Terms 

Korean(ChTne& Tiomanized Korean &xzlish 

af!i) DO LYovince 
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s1l.l 
CIJN 
do 
sari 
bong 
ryOng 
Rando 
Gundo 
Cet 
Gang 
Ch’Un 
ho 
Man 

City 
Cclunty 
Island 
Mountain 
Peak 
Pass 
Peninsula 
Islands 
Cape, point 
River 
stream 
Lake 
Bay 

3. New Geographical Names of Cities 

In 1% and 1996 aflt3r a naticnwide alteration of local City boundxies. 
many cities adopted new City narnes. Therefore, the old city names bave 
disappeared on most maps published in Korea. The following list shows old 
and ncw narnes of cities with Korean romanization. 

Poma&wd New Name Romanized 

Miküm-shi ---> Lfo$w Namyangju - shi 
Tacch’6n-shi ---> .!c@l PoxyOng-shi 

Onyang-shi *---> 0)$-A\ Asan-shi 

Ch&nch’on-shi ---> e+l Mungyong - shi 

Ch’ungmu-shi ---> ~Tpl Tongyong- shi 
Changsungpo-shi -- -> mlpl Koje-shi 
Tongkwangyang-shi *---> 8-W Kwangyang-eshi 

Iri-shi ---> q+y Iksan-shi 
Samch’6npo-shi ---> 4-3pl Sacb’Un-shi 

Sont’an-shi ---> qq4 P’yongtaek-shi 

4. Geographical Name of the “East Sea”(Sea of Japan) 

Histotically, there were a number of different names on the world maps 
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publications 10 refer to the sea which lies between the Korean ~ninsula and 
tic Japan archipelago. They were “Sea of Km&‘, “Oriental Sea”. “Sea of 
Japan”, “Whalïng &a”, “south &a”, and ‘%ast Sea”. 

Hile the sea in question is currently known us the “Sea of Japan”. it is 
inappropriate to name a high seas area surrounded by several countrîes after 
one single country. ‘fhe name may inûppropriately give the impression that 
the whoie area belongs t.o that country. The “East Sea” cm clear the 
confusion caused by the name “Sea of Japan”. Given the reality that the name 
“Sea of Japan” is widely used at present, however. it may be retisonable that. 
we use together bot%- names the “Rast Sea” and “Sea of Japan” LU designale 
the sea until a mutually acceptabfe solution is round among the: countries 
cuncemecî. 

. 

During the last two international meetings on che sea name in Seoul. 
many scholars darïfiied a$ to what happened with the changing of the sea 
name and lhe furation process of the name “%a of Japan”. We are preparing 
a progress mport on the research of the sea name at the CCJmhg United 
Nations Conference on ihe Standatdixation of Geographic Names next year. 

The fdlowing infotmation is the IisL of scholars and paper titles which 
have been presented in the meetings held in Seoul since 1994. The Society for 
East Sea in Korea will further arrange the presentation of research on this 
particuîar sea name and other subj&s related tn kponimic issues in the near 
future. 

1) Invital Specïal Lecture on 9 November 1994 

Prof. Naflali Kadmon(Hebrew University of Jermsalem. Israel) 
T%e National Smacbrdization of Ceogruphical Names” 

2) Tbe First International Seminar on the &zognphical Name of the 
East Sea on 24-26 May 1%. in Seoul ‘Korea 

Songdi Wu(Professor, Institute of f-listorical Geography, Futlan 
University, China) 

“Ihe Geographid Ncvnes for the Seà qf Jawn in Chinasc 
Historical Documents m 
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Sang-Tae Ye.e(SenioI 
Committee, Korea) 

“The Ceugr&aiazL Name of ‘TonghaeQ2zst 
Historkxal IIocumentS” 

kx!archer. National History Compilation 

Secd in the Koruan 

Alexei PwtnikovProfesso institute of Histmy of Science 
Technology, Hussian Academy uf Sciences, Russia) 

“Heference on the Uevelopment qf lhe Kotean(.Japanese) 

and 

Sea 
Presentation on Ma.ps(Seventeenth through Nineteenth Cent~*esY 

jong-Chul SohPr f o essor, Hankuk IJniversity of Foreign S tudies, 
Korea) 

The Naming af East SeafSea cd Japon) in old Europeun Mapsn 

Hiroo AoyamaWrofessor, Niigata University, Japan> 
“The Name of Nihcm-hxzi(Uze Sea of Japan) on old Maps” 

Cai ChenWrufessor, Northeast Normal University. China) 
“OUI- View on the Origin of the C;eographïc& Name c$ the Sea of 
Jalpan(Bst Sea)” 

Vladimir KusovWrofessor, Moscow State University. Kussia) 
“Korea on Hus&n Maps c$ I7ih-19th Century” 

BO-,Kyung Yang(Senior bx!archer, Kyujanggak Archives, Seoul 
National University, Korea) 

“The Name of the Sea between Korea and .Jupan(East Sea on the 
Old MapIs in Kyyjoanggak Archives” 

Guo Jïn XiWrofessor, Institute of Geography, Chinese Academy of 
Sciences, China) 

nNatimalilies in the l2stem Part of Northeast Chie in Ilislory and 
Changes in the Name of the Sea of Japann 

3) The Fit Intemationat Workshop on the Geographïcal Name of 
East Sea on 5-7 June 1996 in Seoul, Korea 

Waper Presentation) 
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Xiangming Du0Ionorxry Director, I+sard~ Imtitute of ‘l’oponyrny. 
National bureau of Surveying and Mapping, China) 

“Preiimim Study on the Name of Seca of Japon” 

Peter Raklanov(Director, Pacifie &O&?mphiC Institute, Fâr fistern Branch, 
Russian Academy of Sciences, Kussia) 

*Econvmic-geogmphiazi und Geopotitiazt Preconditions of integmtive 
HeLations Devetopment beRoeen Hegkns in the Basin of the Modt-m 
Sea of Jam atuî the I+-vblem & its Name” 

Sangbok D. Hahn(Director, Ocean-graphy Division, National Fisheries 
Kesexch and Development &ency, Korea) 

“Oriental Sea for Atzxptable Singte Name” 

Sergei Ganzi(Deputy Director, Pacifie cieugraphic Tnstitute, Fat Bastem 
Brdnch, Russian Academy of Sciences, Hu&a) 

~k.ssian Geognzphiaat Investigalions of Seas of Norlh-ikqtem Asia 
in XVII-.XVW Cènturies” 

Sung-Hyun I%rk(Professor, Mycmg Ji Bducational Ehndation. Kmed 
The Signficance qf Ihe 18th Centwy’s Trench Maps in the Numing 
of J5àst sea” 

Shuren YuantProfessor, Vice De‘an, The Centre of Northeast Asia Study. 
Northcast Normal University, China) 

“Our Opinion on the Geographiml Name of the Sea of Jupan(&st 
Sea)” 
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