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COUNTRY REPORT - SEVENTEENTH SESSION Oti THE kJWTED 

NAnONS CROUP OF EXPERTS ON GEOGRAPHICAL NAMES, 

INTRODUCTiON 

Brunei Darussslam has btcn a me’mber of the United Nation Group of Experts on Geographical 

Names for the Asia, South East and Pacific. South West Division since 1960. It hus been quite 

actively inoolvcd in the regional activities aiming towards the development of standards and to 

de&lop cooperation !!I t& sphere df intellectual, scientific and econ;mlc activities. 

National Activities 

Initiated through the Survey Apartment, a National Gcogrgphical Names Committee was formed 

which is responsible for the determination of names suindardisation policy within the country. 

cxpcrts. Tfre Nationaf Geo@phic Nmks C~mmittce is responsible for the comet usage and 

application of names, comet spelling and new names of geographical features. The committee 
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work to femWate,>dopt %IZT define the guidlrrg pri?ciples and p_nlctices thut are normd-!y applied 
- - 

in the course of qpet;ltion in considering name pr6posals to cover various facmrs:- . _ , 

current local usage 

b) . . historical background . 

2) avoiding repetition ok names 

d avoidance of more than one name for one fcarure 

clarification of the precise extent of ench individual geographical name 

elimination of objectional names 

A preliminary National Gazetteer was prepared encompassing the names appearing on 1:50;000 
l 

scaIe Topographical Map Series. The National Gazetteer is to be produced and continuous 

revision to be carried out of all its standardised geographical names. An inhouse Toponomy 

database system is created to keep the inventory of gCOgEdphiCti names based upon the field 

investigation. 

The colkction of geographical names is handkd by the Mapping Section of the Survey 

Department and ‘in early 1993 a proper Toponomy Unit is formed under the Mapping Section 

with pcrsonncls responsible for the collection of name+ Howevti, d&n& the last six years, 

considerable amount of additional data has been collected with the publication of a new map 

wies at 1: lO,OOO scale. This map series- now covering major, part of. the developed areas, will 

evcntuaily cover the whole counw: The name collection for 1:10,00@ series of maps is 

pawing very rapidly and these names are being add& ro the preliminrvy National Gazetteer. 
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The field research is’done a? complete as pos!ible and the -names collectcJ arc base! 6rr; _. 
--, ‘Z . -. .-. 

a) The local spoken ‘form of the name’and:[hey are rec&ded%n tipe and as-f& as pbssibk 

written in the phonetic notation approved by the National Geogruphical names committee. 

b) ,The character,extent and positidn of the featufe named are determined and recorded as 

~ccuratc as possibk, and the meaning of the generic tbms used locally are clearly 

defined. 

cl Written and spoken form of the name and its meaning according to local inhabitants. 
. 

At present an investigation is being canied out within Survey Department as to the names which 

have already received approvat fiorn the National Geographical Names Committee. Upon 
. 

approval by the Committee, the National Gazetteer is distributed to the Chairman of the United 

Nation Group of Experts fo Geographical Names for the Asia, south East and Pacific, South West 

Division, 

& officers from Sunrcy Department of Bnuxi Darussalam participated in the Toponomy 

Tr&iMfig &rrttt held during 16th - 2&h Ott 1989, at Cipanas, Indonesia. The discussion bf tht 

18 working papers and the field colkion of data session have helped the participants to get an 

insight into the application of Topanomy in mapping, It was the first time Brunei DYussalam 

panicipat& in Toponomy course and the expcrien+l gained from it is exuemely vdued. 



c$msi_derin& the-import3nce of ~$1 activity. in-the process of c;otkCtiTI~ geOgrapkhd rWX2i, if_ 
. - 

- _ -..:_ .- - 

is prop&kdthnt tiniiar &urse&a~ning -be organised mote of&n. It will not only give benefit - - . . - 

in widening the knowledge of the participants, and particularly the map maker but it will 
: . 

contribute towards the continuity and maintaining the standardisation of names within the region. 
* . 


